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CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

CHAPTER 4

BELIZE CONSTITUTION

[21% September] 981]

WHEREAS the peopk of Belize-

(@)

(b)

affirm that the Nation of Belize shal be founded
upon principleswhich acknowledg the supremacy
of God, faith in human rights and fundamental
freedomsthe position of the family in asociey of

free men and free institutions the dignity of the

human persa and the equad and inalienabg rights

with which all membes of the human family are
endowedby their Creator;

respec the principles of socid justice and therefore
beliewe that the operatia of the economc system
mugd resutinthematerid resourcsof thecommunity
being so distributed as to subsere the common
good that there shoud be adequat¢ mears of
livelihoodfor all, that labou shoull not beexploited
or forced by economc necessi to operae in
inhumare conditiors but that there should be
opportuniy for advancemenon the bass of
recognitian of merit, ability and integrity, that equal
protection shoul be given to children regardles of
their socid status and that ajust systan shoul be
ensurel to provide for educatiom and healt on the
bass of equality;

CAP. 4,
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(© beliewetha thewil | of thepeopkshal formthebasis
of governmemin ademocratt society in which the
governmeh is freely electa by universa adult
suffrage and in which all persors may;, to the extent
of their capacity play some patrt in the institutions
of nationa lif e and thus develg and maintan due
respetfor lawfully constitutel authority;

(d) recognigetha menandinstitutionsremanfreeonly
whenfreedonisfounded uponrespectfor mord and
spiritud values and upon the rule of law;

(e requirepoliciesof staewhich proted¢ and safeguard
theunity, freedom sovereigny ard territorid integrity
of Belize which eliminate econom¢ and social
privilege and disparity amory the citizens of Belize
whethe by race ethnicity, colour, creed disability
or sex whichensursgende equality which protect
the rights of the individud to life, liberty, basic

39.0f 2001. educationbast health theright tovotein elections,

theright towork and the pursut of happinesswhich
protectthe identity, dignity and socid and cultural
values of BelizeansincludingB e | sizdm@énous
peoples which presere the right of the individual
to the ownershp of private propery and the right
to operae private businesseswhich prohibit the
exploitation of man by man or by the stat; which
ensue ajust system of socid securiyy and welfare;
which proted the environment which promote
internationdpeacesecuriyy and co-operatimamong
nations the establishmenof a just and equitable
internationdeconome and socid order intheworld
with respet for internationd law and treaty
obligatiors in the dealings amorg nations;

2 of 2001.

() desire that their sociely shal reflead and enjoy the
abowe mentionel principles beliefs and need and
that their Constitution shoub therefoeenshrireand
make provisions for ensuring the achievement of
the same in Belize;
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NOW, THEREFORE, thefollowingprovisions
shall haveeffect asthe Constitutionof Belize:

PART |
The Stateand The Constitution

1.-(1) Belize shal be a sovereign democratt Stae of
Centrd America in the Caribbea region.

(2) Belize comprissthe land and sea area defined
inSchedué1tothisConstitutionwhichimmediatey before
Independene Day constitutel the colony of Belize.

2.-(1) This Constitutian is the suprene law of Belize
andif any other law isinconsistenhwith this Constitution
that othe law shall, to the extert of the inconsistencybe
void.

(2The words dother | awo

The State.

Schedule |

Constitution
is supreme
law.

e r ring

above do not iclude a law to alter any of the provisions of this
Constitution which is passed by the National Assembly in

conformity with section 69 of the Cditstion.

PART Il
Protectionof FundamentaRightsand Freedoms

3. Wherea evely persm in Belize is enitled to the
fundamentatights and freedons of the individual, that is
to say, theright, whateve hisrace place of origin, political
opinions colour, creed or sex but subjed to respetfor the
rights and freedons of others and for the public interesg,
to ead and all of the following, namely

(@ life, liberty, securityof the personandthe
protection of the law;

Fundamental
rights and
freedoms.
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Protection of
right to life.

(b) freedomof consciencepf expressiomndof
assemblyandassociation;

(c) protectionfor his family life, his persona
privacy, the privacy of his homeandother
propery andrecognitionof hishumandignity;
and

(d) protection from arbitrary deprivation of
property,

theprovisiorsof thisPat shal haweeffed for the purpo® of
affording protecticntothoserightsand freedons subjed to
sud limitations of that protectian asare containel inthose
provisions being limitations designe to ensue that the
enjoymen of the sad rights and freedons by any person
does nat prejudic the rights and freedons of othes or the
publicinterest.

4.- (1) A persam shal not be deprived of his life
intentionally sawe in executia of the sentene of a court
in respet of a crimina offence unde any law of which
he has been convicted.

(2) A persm shal not be regardel as having been
deprivel of his life in contraventio of this sectio if he
dies as the resut of the use to sudc extert and in such
circumstancsas are permitted by law, of suc force asis
reasonabjjustifiable-

(@ for thedefeneof any persamfromviolenceor
for thedefenceof property;

(b) inordertoeffectalawful arresiortoprevent
theescap®of apersorlawfully detained;

(o) for the purpo® of suppressig a riot,
insurrectioror mutiny;or
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(d)

in orderto preventthe commissiorby that
persorof acriminaloffence,

or if hedies astheresut of alawful aa of war.

5.- (1) A persa shal not be deprived of his personal  protection of
liberty sawe as may be authorisel by law in any of the fions t

personal

following casesthat isto say - liberty.

(@)

(b)

©

©

©

(f)

in consequencef hisunfitnesso pleadto a
crimind chargeor inexecutiao of thesentence
or orderof a court, whetherestablishedor
Belizeor someothercountry,in respecbf a
crimind offence of which he has been
convicted,;

in executionof the order of the Supreme
Courtor the Courtof Appealpunishinghim
for contemptof the SupremeCourt or the
Cout of Apped or of anothecout ortribunal;

in executionof the orderof a courtmadeto
secuethefulfilment of any obligationimposed
onhim by law;

for thepurpo®of bringing himbeforeacourt
in executiorof theorderof acourt;

upon a reasonablesuspicionof his having
committedor beingabou tocommit acriminal
offenceunderanylaw;

undertheorderof acourtor with theconsent
of hisparenor guardianfor hiseducatioror

welfare during any period endingnot later

than the date when he attainsthe age of

eighteeryears;
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(g) forthepurposefpreventinghespreawfan
infectiousorcontagiouslisease;

(h) inthecasof apersmwhois,orisreasonabl
suspectdtobe of unsoum mind, addictelto
drugsoralcohol,oravagrantforthepurpose
of hiscareor treatmemor theprotection of the
community;

(i) for the purposeof preventinghis unlawful
entryintoBelize or for thepurpo®of effecting
his expulsion,extraditionor other lawful
removalfrom Belize or for the purposeof
restraininghim while heis beingconveyec
throudh Belizeinthecoursof hisextraditior
orremovalasaconvictedprisonerfrom one
countryto anotherpr

() tosuchextentasmay be necessaryn the
executiorof alawful orderrequiringhimto
remairnwithin aspecifiedareawithin Belize,
orprohibiinghimfrombeingwithin suchan
areapr to suchextentasmaybereasonabl
justifiablefor thetakingof proceedingagains
him with a view to the makingof anysuch
orderor relatingto suchanorderafterit has
beenmade,or to suchextentas may be
reasonablyjustifiable for restraininghim
duringany visittha heispermitteltomaketo
anypartof Belizein which,in consequenc
of any sud order, his presene would
otherwisebeunlawful.

(2) Any persam who is arreste or detainal shal be
entitled

(@ tobeinformedpromptly,andin anycaseno
laterthantwenty-fourhoursaftersucharrest

2 of 2001.
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(b)

(©

(d)

ordetentionin alanguagdéeunderstandsf
thereasongor hisarresir detention;

tocommunicatevithoutdelayandin private
with alegalpractitionerof hischoiceand,in
thecagof aminor, with hisparensor guardian,
and to have adequateopportunityto give
instructiorstoalegd practitioneof hischoice;

tobeinformedimmediatey uponhisarres of
hisrightsunde paragraj (b) of thissubsection;
and

to theremedyby way of habeascorpusfor
determininghevalidity of hisdetention.

(3) Any persa who is arrestel or detained

(@)

()

for thepurpo®of bringing himbeforeacourt
in executiorof theorderof acourt;or

upon reasonablesuspicion of his having
committedor beingabou tocommit acriminal
offenceunderanylaw,

and who is not releasedshal be brough before a court
without undwe delay and in any cas not later than forty-
eight hours after sudh arred or detention.

(4) Where any persa is brought before a coutt in
executio of theorde of acourtinany proceedingor upon
suspicia of hishavingcommitted or being abou tocommit
an offence heshal not bethereafte further heldin custody
in connectiam with those proceeding or tha offence save
upon the orde of a court.

(5) If any persan arrestel or detainel as mentioned
in subsectio (3) (b) of this sedion is not tried within a

2 of 2001.



Belize Constitution [CAP. 4

Protection of
law.

reasonald time, then without prejudicee to any further
proceedingstha may be brough again$ him, he shall,
unles he is released be entitled to bail on reasonable
conditions

(6) Any perssmmwhoisunlawfully arrestel or detained
by any othe persamshal beentitledtocompensatintherefor
fromthat other persan or fromany othe persan or authority
on whos behaf tha othe persm was acting:

Provided tha no persa shal beliablefor any ad done
intheperformaneof ajudicial function for which hewould
not be liable apat from this subsection.

(7) For the purposs of subsectia (1) (a) of this
section a persa chargel before a court with a criminal
offence in resped of whom a specia verdid has been
returnal tha he was guilty of the ad or omissian charged
but was insare when he did the ad or macde the omission
shal be regardé as a persam who has been convictal of
a crimina offence and the detention of a persm in
consequeneof sudaverdid shal beregardel asdetention
in executio of the order of a court.

6.- (1) All persors are equa before the law and are
entitled without any discriminatian to the equd protection
of the law.

(2) If any persmischarge with acrimind offence,
then unles the charg is withdrawn the case shal be
afforded a fair hearirg within a reasonald time by an
independenhand impartid court establishd by law.

(3) Every persm who is chargeal with a criminal
offence

(@ shallbepresumedo beinnocentuntil heis
proved or haspleadedguilty;
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(b)

©

(d)

©

(f)

shall be informed as soon as reasonably
practicableinalangua@tha heunderstands,
of the natureand particularsof the offence

charged;

shallbegivenadequatémeandfacilitiesfor
thepreparatiorof hisdefence;

shallbe permittedto defendhimselfbefore
thecourtin persoror, athisownexpensehy
alegalpractitionerof hisownchace;

shal beafforded facilitiesto examirein person
or by his legal representativéhe withesses
called by the prosecutiorbeforethe court,
andto obtaintheattendancandcarryoutthe
examinationof witnessego testify on his
behaf beforethecoutt onthesaneconditions
asthoseapplyingto witnessesalledby the
prosecutionand

shallbe permittedto havewithout payment
the assistancef aninterpreterif he cannot
understandhelanguageisedatthetrial,

and excep with hisown consemthetrial shal nottakeplace
inhisabseneunleshesoconducshimsef astorende the

continuaneof theproceedinginhispreseneimpracticable
andthe court hasorderal himto beremovel and thetrial to

proceeal in hisabsence:

Provided that the trial may take placein hisabsenein
any cag in which it is so provided by a law unde which
heisentitled to adequag notice of the charge and the date,
time and place of the trial and to areasonald opportunity
of appeariig before the court.
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(4) A persa shal not be held to be guilty of a
crimind offence on accoun of any ad or omissia that did
not, at the time it took place constitue suc an offence,
and no penaly shal be imposal for any crimind offence
that is severe in degres or descriptian than the maximum
penally tha might have been imposael for tha offence at
the time when it was committed.

(5) A persam who shows tha he has been tried by
acompetencout for acrimind offenceand either convicted
or acquittel shal not agan be tried for tha offence or for
any othe crimind offence of which he could hawe been
convictel at the trial for that offence sawe upon the order
of a superio coutt in the course of apped or review
proceeding relating to the conviction or acquittal.

(6) A persmmwhoistried for acrimind offenceshall
not be compella to give evidene at the trial.

(7) Any coutt or othe authority prescribe by law
for the determinatio of the existene or extert of any civil
right or obligation shal be establishd by law and shal be
independetand impartiat and where proceedingfor such
a determination are instituted by any persam before such
a coutt or othe authority, the cas shal be given a fair
hearirg within a reasonald time.

(8) Excep with the agreemenof all the parties
theretq all proceedingof evely court and proceedingfor
thedeterminatio of theexisteneor extert of any civil right
or obligation before any othe authority, including the
announcemerof thedecision of thecoutt or othe authority,
shal be held in public.

(9) Nothing in subsectio (8) of this section shall
preven the court or othe adjudicatirg authority from
excluding from the proceeding persors othe than the
partiesthereb andthelegd practitionesrepresentigthem
to such extert as the coutt or otha authority
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(@)

(b)

may bylaw be empoweredo do and may
conside necessay or expedien in
circumstance where publicity would
prejudie the interess of justice or in
interlocutoy proceedingor intheinteress of
publicmorality,thewelfareof personsinder
theageof eighteeryearsor theprotectionof
theprivatelives of persongoncernedn the
proceedingspr

mayby law beempowerear requiredto do
in the interestsof defencepublic safetyor
publicorder.

(10) Nothing contain@ inor doneunde theauthority
of any law shal be held to be inconsisten with or in
contraventio of-

@

(b)

©

subsectior3) (a) of thissectiorto theextent
thatthe law in questionimposesuponany
personchargedwith a criminal offencethe
burderof provingparticularfacts;

subsectiorf3) (e) of thissectiorto theextent
thatthelaw in questionmposegeasonable
conditionghatmustbesatisfiedf witnesses
called to testify on behalf of an accused
personareto be paid their expensesut of
publicfunds;or

subsectia(5) of thissectiontotheexter that
thelawin questiorauthorisescourttotry a
membetrof adisciplinedforcefor acriminal

offence notwithstandig any trial and
convictionor acquittalof thatmembeunder
thedisciplinary law of tha force so however,
thatanycourtsotrying sucha memberand
convictighimshal insentencighimtoany
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Protection
from inhuman
treatment.

Protection
from
slaveryand
forced labour.

punishmettakeintoaccoumany punishment
awardechim underthatdisciplinarylaw.

(11) Inthe case of any persa who isheld in lawful
detentian the provisiors of subsectio (2) and paragraphs
(d) and (e) of subsectia (3) of this sectian shal not apply
in relation to histrial for acrimina offence unde the law
regulatirg the discipline of persorsheld in such detention.

(12) In this section fi ¢ r i | moifenca mears a
crimind offene unde a law.

7.Nopersmshal besubjecte totorture or toinhuman
or degradimg punishmen or othe treatment.

8.-(1) No persm shal be held in slavey or servitude.

(2) No persm shal be requirel to perfom forced
labout

(3) For the purposs of this section the expression
A f odrlaba@uio does not include

(@ anylabourrequiredin consequencef the
sentencer orderof acourt;

(b) labourrequiredof any persn while he is
lawfully detainel that thoughnotrequiredin
consequencef the sentenceor orderof a
court,isreasonablyecessarin theinterests
of hygiereor for themaintenaneof theplace
atwhichheis detained;

(o any labou required of a membe of a
disciplinadforcein pursuaneof hisdutiesas
suchor, in the caseof a personwho has
conscientios objectiors to servie as a
membeiof anaval,military or air force,any
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(d)

labourthatthat personis requiredby law to
performin placeof suchservice;or

any labour required during any period of
public emergencyor in the eventof any
accidemor naturdcalamiy tha threatesthe
life andwell-beingof thecommunity tothe
extentthat the requiring of suchlabouris

reasonabyjustifiableinthecircumstancgsof

any situation arising or existing during that

periodorasaresultof thataccidenbrnatural
calamity for thepurposef dealingwith that
situation.

9.-(1) Excep with his own consenta persam shal not
be subjectel to the seart of his persa or his propery or
the entry by others on his premises.

(2) Nothing containal in or doneunde theauthority
of any law shal be held to be inconsisten with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the extert tha the law in
guestion makes reasonald provision

(@)

()

©

thatis requiredin the interestsof defence,
public safety,public order,public morality,
public health townand country planning the
developmenh and utilisation of mineral
resourceor thedevelopmetor utilisation of
anypropertyfor a purposebeneficialto the
community;

thatis requiredfor thepurposeof protecting
therightsor freedomf otherpersons;

that authorisesan officer or agentof the
Governmentalocd governmenbauthority or
abody corporagestablishdby law for public
purposego enteron the premisesof any

Protection
from
arbitrary
search

or entry.
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Protection of
freedom of
movement.

personn orderto inspectthosepremisesor
anythingthereorfor the purposeof anytax,
rate or due or in orderto carry out work
connectedvith anypropertythatis lawfully
on thosepremisesand that belongsto the
Governmentor to that authority or body
corporateasthecasemaybe;or

(d) thatauthorisesfor the purposeof enforcing
thejudgmenbrorderof thecourtin anycivil
proceedings,the searchof any personor
propertybyorderof acourtorentryuponany
premisedy suchorder.

10-(1) A persa shal not be deprived of his freedom
of movementthatistosaytherighttomovefreelythroughout
Belize, the right to resice in any patrt of Belize, the right
toente Belize theright to leave Belizeand immunity from
expulsian from Belize.

(2) Anyrestrictiononap e r s treedosnof
movemeinthat isinvolved in hislawful detention shal not
be held to be inconsistehwith or in contraventio of this
section.

(3) Nothing containal in or doneunde theauthoity
of any law shal be held to be inconsisteh with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the extert tha the law in
guestion makes reasonald provision

(@ for the imposition of restrictions on the
movemenbr residencevithin Belizeof any
persam or on any p e r s rght dosleave
Belize that are requiredin the interestsof
defencepublicsafetyor publicorder;

(b) for the imposition of restrictions on the
movemenbr residenceavithin Belizeor on
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(©

(d)

€)

(f)

@)

therighttoleaveBelizeof persongenerally
or any classof personsin the interestsof

defence public safety,public order, public

moralityor publichealthor, in respecbf the

righttoleaveBelize,of securingcompliance
with arny internation& obligation of the

Government;

for theimpositionof restrictionspy orderof
acourt,onthemovemenborresidencevithin
Belizeof anypersororonanyp e r sright 6 s
to leaveBelize eitherin consequencef his
havingbeenfound guilty of acrimind offence
unde alaw or for thepurpo®of ensurirgthat
heappeasbeforacout at alater daefor trial
of suchacriminaloffenceor for proceedings
preliminary totrial or for proceedingrelating
to his extraditionor lawful removal from
Belize;

for theimposition of restrictiorsonthefreedom
of movementof any personwho is not a
citizenof Belize;

for the imposition of restrictions on the
acquisitionor useby any personof land or
otherpropertyin Belize;

for the imposition of restrictions on the
movemenbr residencevithin Belizeor on
therightto leaveBelizeof anyofficerin the
publicservicethatarerequiredor theproper
performancef hisfunctions;

for theremovalof apersorfrom Belizeto be
triedor punishedn someothercountryfor a
criminal offenceunderthelaw of thatother
countryortoundergamprisonmenin some
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Protection of
freedom of
conscience.

othercountryin executiorof thesentencef
acourtin resgectof acriminaloffenceunde
alaw of which hehasbeenconvicted;or

(h) fortheimpositionof restrictionsontheright
of any persatoleaveBelizetha arerequirec
in order to secure thdulfilment of
any obligationimposedon that person by

(4) If any persa whose freedan of movemen has
been restrictal by virtue of sud a provision asisreferred
to in subsectio (3) (a) of this sectia so requess at any
time during the periad of that restriction not earlier than
twenty-one days after the order was mack or three months
after he lag mack sud arequestas the case may be, his
ca® shal be reviewal by an independenhand impartial
tribund presidel over by a persa appointeal by the Chief
Justicefrom amorg persors who are legd practitioners.

(5) On arny review by a tribund in pursuane of
subsectia (4) of thissectio of thecas of any persaswhose
freedan of movemenhasbeenrestrictedthetribund may
make recommendationgoncerningthe necessiy or
expedieng of the continuatian of that restriction to the
authority by whomitwasorderaland unlesitisotherwise
provided by law, tha authority shal be obliged to ad in
accordane with any sud recommendations.

11-(1) Except with his own consent a persa shall
not be hinderad in the enjoymen of his freedan of
conscienceincluding freedam of thougtt and of religion,
freedantochanghisreligion or belief and freedomeither
alore or in communiy with others and both in public and
in private to manifes and propagag his religion or belief
in worship teaching practiee and observance.

(2) Excepgwith hisown consemn(or, if heisaperson
unde the age of eighteen years the consem of his parent
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or guardian a persm attendirg any place of education,
detain@ in any prison or correctiwe institution or serving
inanaval military or air forceshal not berequiredtoreceive
religiousinstruction or totakepaitin or attend any religious
ceremoly or observane if tha instruction ceremory or
observane relates to a religion which is not his own.

(3) Evely recognisd religious communiy shal be
entitled at itsown expenseto establitand maintan places
of educatim and to manag any place of educatim which
it maintaingand no sudhcommuniy shal beprevente from
providing religiousinstructian for persorsof tha community
inthecourse of any educatiom provided by that community
whethe or not itisin receig of agovernmehsubsid/ or
othe formof financid assistanedesigne tomed inwhole
or in par the cog of sud cours of education.

(4) A persa shal not be compellal to take any oath
which is contral to his religion or belief or to take any
oathinamanne whichiscontras to hisreligion or belief.

(5) Nothing containal in or doneunde theauthority
of any law shal be held to be inconsisten with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the extert that the law in
guestion makes provision which is reasonabit required

(@ in the interestsof defence,public safety,
publicorder, publicmorality or publichealth;

(b) for the purposeof protectingtherightsand
freedonsof othe personsincludingtheright
to observeandpractiseanyreligion without
the unsolicitedinterventionof membersof
anyotherreligion;or

(o) for the purposeof regulating educational
institutionsin theinteresiof thepersonsvho
receiveor mayreceivenstructionin them.
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(6) Referencesin this sectian to areligion shal be
construeasincludingreferenceso areligiousdenomination,
and cognae expression shal be construel accordingly.

Protection of 12.-(1) Excep with hisown consentapersa shal not
gjsrde‘gg; be hinderal in the enjoymert of hisfreedam of expression,

including freedan to hold opinions without interference,
freedontoreceiwideasand information without interference,
freedan to communica¢ ideas and information without

interferene (whethe the communicatio be to the public

generaly or to any persa or class of personyand freedom
from interferene with his correspondence.

(2) Nothing containe@lin or doneunde theauthority
of any law shal be held to be inconsisten with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the extert tha the law in
guestion makes reasonald provision

(@ thatis requiredin the interestsof defence,
public safety public order, publicmorality or
publichealth;

(b) thatis requiredfor the purposeof protecting
thereputationstightsandfreedomsof other
persors or the private lives of persons
concernedn legal proceedingspreventing
the disclosureof information receivedin
confidence maintaining the authority and
independencef the courtsor regulatingthe
administrationor the technicaloperationof
telephone telegraphy posts wireless
broadcastingtelevisionor other meansof
communicationpublicexhibitionsor public
entertainment®r

(o) thatimposesrestrictionson officersin the
publicservicethatarerequiredor theproper
performanceftheirfunctions.
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13-(1) Excep with hisown consentapersa shal not  Protection of
be hinderal in the enjoymen of his freedan of assembly g:g:m‘gnd
and associationthat is to say, hisright to asseml® freely  associaton.
and associag with other persors and in particula to form
or belorg to trade unions or othe association for the
protectian of hisinteress or to form or belorg to political

parties or othe political associabns.

(2) Nothing containe@lin or doneunde theauthority
of any law shal be held to be inconsisteh with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the exten that the law in
guestion makes reasonald provision

(@ thatis requiredin the interestsof defence,
public safety public order, public morality or
publichealth;

(b) thatisrequiredfor thepurposeof protecting
therightsor freedomf otherpersons;

(o) thatimposesrestrictionson officersin the
publicservicethatarerequiredor theproper
performanceftheirfunctions;or

(d) thaisrequiredtoprohibitany associatiathe
memberstp of whichisrestrictel on grounds
of raceor colour.

14-(1) A persa shal not be subjecte to arbitraly or  Pprotection of
unlawfu interferene with his privacy, family, home or  rght
. of privacy.
correspondencaor to unlawfu attacks on hishonou and
reputation The private and family life, the home and the
personécorresponderenf evely persam shal berespected.

(2) Nothing containel inor doreunde theauthority
of any law shal be held to be inconsisten with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the extert tha the law in
guestion makes provision of thekind specified in subsection
(2) of sectim 9 of this Constitution.
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Protection of 15-(1) Nopersmshal bedenialtheopportuniy togain

right towork-— hjs iving by work which he freely chooss or accepts,
whethe by pursuirg a professim or occupatiomm or by
engagimg in a trade or businessor otherwise.

(2) It shal not be inconsistehwith subsectio (1)
of thissectiontorequire asacondition for embarkirgupon
or continuirg work, the paymen of professionbfees trade
or busineslicencefees or similar chargesor the possession
of appropriaé licences or qualifications.

(3) Nothing containa in or doneunde theauthority
of any law shal behetl to be inconsisteh with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the extert tha the law in
guestion makes reasonald provision

(@ thatis requiredin the interestsof defence,
public safety publicorder, publicmorality or
publichealth;

(b) thatisrequiredfor thepurposeof protecting
therightsor freedomf otherpersonsor

() fortheimpositionof restrictiorsontherightto
work of any personwho is not a citizen of

Belize.
Protection 16.-(1) Subjed to the provisiors of subsectior(4), (5)
from and (7) of this section no law shal make any provision

discrimination . . .. . . .
onthegrounds  that is discriminatoy eithe of itseff or in its effect.
of race, etc.
(2) Subjed to the provisiors of subsection (6), (7)
and (8) of this section no persm shall be treatal in a
discriminatoy manne by any persam or authority.

(3) Inthissectiontheexpressiofidi scr i mi nat or yo
mears affording different treatmen to different persons
attributabéwholly or mainly totheir respectiedescriptions
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by sex race place of origin, political opinions colour or

creel wherely persorsof onesud description aresubjected
to disabilities or restrictiors to which persors of another
sudh description are not mace subjed or are accorded
privileges or advantagewhich arenot accorde to persons
of anothe sud description.

(4) Subsectio (1) of this sectian shal not apply to
any law so far as tha law makes provision

(@ for the appropriationof public revenuesor
otherpublicfunds;

(b) withrespettopersoiswhoarena citizensof
Belize;

() fortheapplication,n the caseof personof
any such description as is mentioned in
subsectior(3) of this section(or of persons
connectdwith sucpersons)of thelaw with
respettoadoptionmarriagedivorce burial,
devolutionof propertyon deathor otherlike
matterswvhichis thepersonalaw of persons
of thatdescriptionpr

(d) wherelypersoof any sucddescriptimasis
mentionedin subsection3) of this secton
may besubjectetoany disability or restriction
or may beaccordeéary privilegeor advantage
that,havingregardoits natureandto special
circumstancepertainingto thoseperson®or
to personf any othersuchdescription,is
reasonalyljustifiable.

(5) Nothing containel in any law shal be held to
be inconsistehwith or in contraventio of subsectia (1)
of this sectim to the exten that it makes provision with
respetto standard or qualificatiors (not being standards
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Protection
from
deprivation of

property.

or qualificatiors specifically relating to sex race place of
origin, political opinions colou or creed to be required
of any persa who is appointel to or to ad in any office
or employment.

(6) Subsectia (2) of this sectian shal not apply to
anything which is expressy or by necessar implication
authorisel to be dore by any sud provision of law as is
referradtoinsubsectia(4) or subsectia (5) of thissection.

(7) Nothing containal in or doneunde theauthority
of any law shal be held to be inconsisten with or in
contraventio of this sectia to the extert that the law in
question makes provision wherely persors of any such
description asismentionel in subsectia (3) of thissection
may besubjecteto any restricton ontherightsand freedoms
guaranted by sectiors 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 of this
Constitution being such a restriction as is authorisel by
section9(2), paragrap (a), (b) or (h) of sectin 10(3),
section 11(5), sectin 12(2) or sectin 13(2), as the case
may be.

(8) Nothing containelinsubsectia (2) of thissection
shal affed any discretiorelatingtotheinstitution, conduct
or discontinuane of civil or crimind proceedingin any
coutttha isvestalinany persa by or unde thisCorstitution
or any othe law.

17.-(1) No propery of any descriptiom shal be
compulsorily taken possessinof and nointereg inor right
over propery of any descriptiommn shal be compulsorily
acquiral except by or unde alaw that

(@ prescribeghe principleson which andthe
mannerin which reasonableompensation
thereforisto bedeterminedndgivenwithin
areasonabléme;and
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(b)

secureso anypersorclaiminganinterestn
orright overthepropertyaright of accesso
thecourtsfor thepurposeof-

(i) establishighisinteresorright(if any);

(i) determinirg whethe tha taking of
possessionor acquisition was duly
carried out for a public purposein
accordanewiththelaw authorisirgthe
takingof possessionracquisition;

(i) determinirg the amoun of the
compensatio to which he may be
entitled and

(iv) enforcing his right to any such
compensation.

(2) Nothing in this sectia shal invalidate any law
by reasm only that it provides for the taking possession
of any propert or the acquisition of any intered in or right

over property

@)
(b)

©

©

in satisfactiorof anytax, rateor due;

by way of penaltyfor breachof the law or
forfeiturein consequencef a breachof the
law;

bywayof takingasampldor thepurposesf
anylaw;

as an incident of any deposit required to be
madewith the Governmenof areasonable
numberof copiesof everybook,magazine,
newspapeor othe printedwork publishelin
Belize;
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©

(f)

(©)

(h)

0)

)

()

(m)

wherethe property consistsof an animal,
uponits beingfoundtrespassingr straying;

asanincidentof aleasetenancymortgage,
charge, bill of sale or any other right or
obligationarisingunderacontract;

by way of requiring personscarrying on

businessn Belizeto depositmoneywith the

Governmenor anageng of theGovernment
for the purpo® of controlling credt or

investmenin Belize;

by way of thevestingandadministratiorof
trustproperty,enemyproperty theproperty
of deceasedpersons,personsof unsound
mind or persors adjudgel or otherwise
declarelbankrupor thepropery of companies
or other societies(whethemcorporatedor
not)in thecourseof beingwoundup;

in the executionof judgmentsor ordersof
courts;

in consequenacef anylawwith respectothe
limitationof actions;

by reasorof its beingin adangeroustateor
injurious to the hedth of humanbeings,
animalorplants;

for thepurposeof marketingpropertyof that

descriptionin the commoninterestsof the

variousperson®therwiseentitledto dispose
of thatproperty;or

for solongonly asmaybenecessarjor the
purpaseof anexaminationinvestigationtrial
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orenquiryor,inthecaseofland,thecarrying
outontheland

(i) of work of soil conservationor the
conservatio of othe naturdresources;
or

(i) of agriculturd developmenh or
improvemen which the ownea or
occupierof thelandhasbeenrequired
andhaswithoutreasonablandlawful
excuseaefusedorfailedto carryout.

(3) Subsectiao (1) of this secticn does not apply to  130f 2008.
petroleum minerak and accompanyig substancesin S No- 34 0f 2010.
whateve physicd state located on or unde the territory
of Belize (whethe unde public, private or community
ownership or the exclusive economc zore of Belize, the
entire propery in and contrd over which are exclusively
vestedand shal bedeemée alwaysto have been so vested,
in the Governmen of Belize:

Providel tha nothing in thissubsectia shal affect
the right of the owne of any private land beneal which
any petroleun deposis are located to receive royalty from
the Government as provided in the Petroleun Act and the  cap. 255.
regulatiorsmadethereunderexisting at thecommencement
of the Belize Constitutian (Sixth Amendmen} Act. 13 of 2008

S.I. No. 34 of 2010.

(4) Forthepurposeof subsectior{3) above theterms  130f 2008.
Apet r ahdd mma eshal hasethe meaningsasare ' No- 34012010
or may be ascribedto them by any law.

18-(1) In thisPart,fi p e rofipablice me r g eneansy @rovisionsfor
any period during which- EEL'TISS of
emergency.

(@ Belizeis engagedn anywar;or
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(b)

(©

there is in force a proclamatim by the
GovernorGeneraldeclaringthat a stateof
publicemergencexists;or

thereis in force aresolutionof the Nationa
Assemby declarirg that democrati
institutions in Belize are threatend by
subversion.

(2) The GovernorGenerh may, by proclamation
which shal bepublisheal inthe Gazettedeclaethat astate
of public emergeng exists for the purpose of this Part.

(3) A proclamation mack by the GovernorGeneral
unde subsectia (2) of this sectian shal not be effective
unles it contairs adeclaratio that the GovernorGeneral

issatisfied

@)

()

tha astaeof war betwea Belizeand another
Statesimminentor thatapublicemergency
hasariserasaresultof theoccurrencef any
earthquakghurricaneflood, fire, outbre of
pestilenceputbreakof infectiousdiseaseor
othersimilarcalamity;or

thatactionhasbeentakenor isimmediately
threatenedby anypersoror bodyof persons
of suchanatureandonsoextensiveiscaleas
tobelikely toendangethepublicsafetyorto

deprivethe community, or any substantial
portion of the community, of suppliesor

servicegssentialolife.

(4) A proclamation mace unde subsectia (2) of this
sectionmaybemacdeso astoapply only tosud patt of Belize
asmay be specifiad in the proclamatia (in this subsection
called i1 te lemergenyg a r e, anawhich case regulations
mack unde subsectia (9) of this sectin shal excep as
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otherwigexpressy providaedinsudregulatiorshaweeffect
only in the emergeng area.

(5) A proclamation mack by the GovernorGeneral
for the purpose of and in accordane with this section

(@ shall,unlesspreviouslyrevoked,remainin
forcefor aperiodnotexceedingnemonth;

(b) may be extendedfrom time to time by a
resolutionpassedy the NationalAssembly
for furtherperiods notexceedingn respet
of eachsuchextensiona period of twelve
monthsand

(o mayberevokedatanytimebyaresolutiorof
theNationalAssembly.

(6) A resolution of the Nationd Assemby passed
for the purpose of subsectia (1) (c) of this sectio shall
remah in force for two montls or such shorte period as
may be specified therein:

Providadthat any sudiresolution may beextende from
time to time by a further sudc resolution ead extension
not exceedilg two montts from the date of the resolution
effecting the extension and any sud resolution maybe
revokel at any time by a further resolution.

(7) A resolutian of the Nationd Assemby for the
purpossof subsectia (1) (c) of thissectionand aresolution
of the Nationd Assemby extendirg or revoking any such
resolution shal not be passe unlesit issupporte by the
votes of two-thirds of the membes of the House of
Representativepresem and voting.

(8) Any provision of thissectiontha aproclamation
or resolution shal lapse or cea® to be in force at any
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particula timeiswithout prejudietothemaking of afurther
sud proclamatiam or resoluticmwhethe beforeor after that

time.

(9) During any periad of public emergencythe
following provisiors shdl hawe effect

@)

()

©

©

the GovernorGenerd may make such
regulationsasarenecessargr expedienfor

securingpublicsafety thedefenceof Belize,

the maintenanceof public order and the

suppressionof mutiny, rebellionandriot, and
for maintainirg suppliesard servicesessential
tothelife of thecommunity;

any such regulationsmay empowersuch
authoritiesor personsasmaybespecifiedn
theregulationgo makeordersandrulesfor
ary of thepurpossfor whichsudregulations
areauthorigdby this subsectiorto bemade
and may contan sud incidentd and
supplementarprovisiorsasarenecessaror
expedienforthepurpossof theregulations;

any suchregulationsor any order or rule
madein pursuancef suchregulationamay
amendor suspendhe operationof anylaw
ardshal haweeffed notwithstandiganything
inconsistentherewithcontainedn anylaw;

inthissubsectiom | @deesnatincludethis
Constitutionor anyprovisionthereofor any
law that alteisthisConstitutian or any provision
thereof.

(10) Nothing containelin or doreunde theauthority
of any law (including any regulatiosmadeunde subsection
(9) of this section shal be held to be inconsistenwith or
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in contraventio of section 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, or 17 of this Constitution to the extert that the law in
guestionmakesinrelationto any periad of publicemergency
provision or authorise the doing during any suc period
of anything tha isreasonabyjustifiablein thecircumstances
of any situatian arising or existing during the periad for the
purpos of dealing with that situation.

19-(1) When a persa is detaina by virtue of a law
tha authorissthetaking duringaperiod of pulicemergency
of measursthat are reasonabyt justifiable for the purpose
of dealigwiththesituationtha existsin Belizeduring that
unde emergeng period the following provisiors shall
apply, that is to say-

(@ heshall,with reasonabl@romptitudeandin
anycasenot morethansevendaysafterthe
commencemadrof hisdetentionbeinformed
in a languagethat he understandof the
ground upon which he is detaingl and
furnishedwith awrittenstatemenin English
specifyingtheparticularsof thosegrounds;

(b) not more than fourteen days after the
commencemaeof hisdetentionanotification
shallbepublishedn the Gazettestatingthat
hehasbeendetainel and giving particulasof
theprovision of law unde which hisdetention
isauthorised;

(9 not more than one month after the
commencemaerof hisdetentio ard thereafter
duringhis detentiorat intervalsof notmore
thanthreemonthshiscaseshallbereviewed
by an independentand impartial tribunal
establishedy law and presidedover by a
personappointedby the Chief Justicefrom
amongpersonsvhoarelegalpractitioners;

Protection of
persons
detained under
emergency
laws.
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Enforcement
of protective
provisions.

2 of 2001.

(d) heshallbeaffordedreasonabléacilities for
privatecommunicatio and consultatiowith
a legal practitionerof his own choicewho
shallbepermittedo makerepresentation®s
thetribunal appointedor the review of the
caseof thedetainegpersonand

() atthe hearingof his caseby the tribunal
appointedor thereviewof his caseheshall
be permittedto appearin personor to be
representedly alegal practionerof his own
choice.

(2) On any review by atribund in pursuane of this
sectian of the case of a detain@ person the tribund may
make recommendation concernig the necessif or
expediencyof continuirg his detention to the authority
by which it wasorderal but, unlessitisotherwise provided
by law, tha authoriy shal not be obliged to ad in
accordancevith any such recommadations.

(3) Nothing containe in subsectia (1) (d) or
subsection(1) (e) of this section shal be construel as
entitlingapersatolegd representatinat public expense.

20-(1) If any person allegesthat any of the provisionsof
sectiors 3 to 19 inclusive of this Constitution has been,is
being or is likely to be contravend in relation to him
(or, in the case of a persam who is detained if any other
persamallegessudacontraventioinrelationtothedetained
person) then without prejudice to any othe action with
respetto the sane matte which islawfully available that
persm (or that othe person may apply to the Supreme
Coutt for redress.

(2) The Suprene Court shal haweorigind jurisdictiorn
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(@ tohearanddetermineanyapplicationmade
byanypersonn pursuancef subsectiorfl)
of thissectionand

(b) todetermineanyquestiorarisingin thecase
of any personwhich is referredto it in
pursuancef subsectior§3) of thissection,

andmay makesuddeclaratiosand ordersisswesudwrits
and give sudh directiors asit may conside appropriaé for
thepurpo®of enforcing or securirgtheenforcemenof any
of the provisions of sectiors 3 to 19 inclusive of this
Constitution.

(3) If in any proceeding in any coutt (othe than
the Coutt of Apped or the Suprene Coutt or acourtmartial)
any questio arises as to the contraventiom of any of the
provisiorsof sectiors3to 19inclusiveof thisConstitution,
thepersm presidirginthat coutt may, and shall, if any party
to the proceeding so requestsrefer the questia to the
Suprene Coutt unless in his opinion, the raising of this
guestian is merely frivolous or vexatious.

(4) Any persa aggrievel by any determination of
theSuprene Court unde thissectioomay appedtherefrom
to the Court of Appeal.

(5) Where any questia is referred to the Supreme
Coutt in pursuane of subsectia (3) of this section the
SupreneCoutt shal giveitsdecisicmuponthequestimmand
the court in which the questio aros shal dispo® of the
cag in accordane with that decisia or, if tha decision
isthe subjed of an appe&to the Court of Apped or to the
Caribbea Coutt of Justiceinaccordanewiththedecision
of the Court of Apped or, as the cae may be of the
Caribbea Coutt of Justice.

2 of 2001

2 of 2001

4 of 2010.
S.I. No. 41 of
2010.
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Protection of
existing laws.

Interpretation
and savings.

(6) Notwithstandirg the validity of any law under
sectin 9 (2), 10 (3), 11 (5), 12 (2), 13 (2) or 16 (4) (d)
of thisConstitution any ad or thingdoneunde theauthority
of sudh law shal be unlawfu if sud ad or thing is shown
not to be reasonaby required in the actua circumstances
in which it is done.

(7) The Suprene Coutt shal havwe suc powels in
additiontothoseconferral by thissectionasmay beconferred
on it by the Nationd Assemby for the purpo® of enabling
it more effectively to exerciethejurisdiction conferred on
it by this section.

(8) The Chief Justie may make rules with respect
to the practiee and procedue of the Suprene Coutt in
relation to the jurisdiction and powess conferrel on it by
or unde thissectian (includingruleswithrespettothetime
within which applicatiors may be brough and references
shal be mace to the Suprene Court).

21. Nothing containel in any law in forceimmediately
before Independene Day nor anything dore unde the
authority of any suc law shall, for a periad of five years
after IndependeneDay, be held to be inconsistenhwith or
dorein contraventio of any of the provisiors of thisPart.

22 -(1) InthisPart unlesthecontex otherwisrequires

Acont r a inehatioitaany tequirementincludesa
failure to comply with that requirement and cognate
expressiosshal beconstruel accordingly;

A ¢ oameatsany coutt of law havingjurisdictioninBelize
othe than a coutt establishd by a disciplinaly law, and
includes Her Majesty in Councl and in sectiors 4 and 8 of
this Constitution acoutt establishd by adisciplinary law;
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A di s cylawbmearsataw regulatirgthedisciplineof
any disciplinedforce;

A di s cdifopcédmeares
(@ anavalmilitary orairforce;
(b) theBelizePoliceDepartment;
() aprisonservicepr

(d) anysuchotherforce or serviceasmay be
prescribedytheNationalAssembly;

A | épgaatitioneomearsapersao admitted and enroled as
an attorneyat-law unde the laws of Belize;

i me mbie relation to adisciplined force, includes any
persa who, unde the law regulatirg the discipline of that
force issubjedtothat discipline.

(2) In relation to any persa who is a memker of
adisciplinad force of Belize, nothing containel in or done
unde theauthority of thedisciplinary law of that forceshall
be held to be inconsistehwith or in contraventio of any
of the provisiors of this Patt othe than sectiors 4, 7 and
8 of this Constitution.

(3) In relation to any perssm who is a membe of
a disciplinad force of a country other than Belize tha is
lawfully presemnin Belize, nothing containel or doreunder
the authority of the disciplinary law of that force shal be
held to be inconsistehwith or in contraventio of any of
the provisiors of this Part.
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Persors who
become
citizens on
Independence
Day.

14 of 1985.

1948 c. 56
(U.K.)

PART llI
Citizenship

23-(1) EvelyperssmnbominBelize,immediatey before
Independene Day, shal becone a citizen of Belize on
Independenc®ay.

(2) Every persamm who, immediatey before
IndependeneDay, isacitizen of the United Kingdom and
Colonies

(@ havingbeconesuchacitizenunde theBritish
NationalityAct 1948by virtue of hishaving
beematuralisedn BelizeasaBritish subject
beforethatAct cameinto force;or

(b) havingwhile residenin Belizebecomesuch
a citizen by virtue of his having been
naturalisear registeredinderthatAct,

shal becone acitizen of Belize on IndependeneDay.

(3) Every persam bomn outsice Belize, before
Independene Day, shal becone a citizen of Belize on
IndependeneDay if hisfathe or mothe becomesor would
but for hisdeah or therenunciatia of his citizenshp have
become a citizen of Belize by virtue of subsectia (1) or
(2) of this section.

(4) Every persmm bom outside Belize before
Independene Day shal becone a citizen of Belize on
Independenc®ay if one of his grandparers becomesor
would but for his deah or renunciatim of his citizenship
have become a citizen of Belize by virtue of subsection
(1) or (2) of this section.
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(5) Every woman shall becone a citizen of Belize 1948c.56
on IndependeneDay if immediatey before Independence (V-K-)
Day, she is married to a persan who becoms or, but for
hisdeat or the renunciatio of hiscitizenship would have
becone a citizen of Belize by virtue of subsection(}, (2),
(3) or (4) of this section.

(6) Inthissectionfi teBritishNationality Act1 9 4 8 0
includesany Act of the Parliamen of the United Kingdom
amendimg that Act.

24. Every persmbominBelizeon or after Independence  persors born

Day shal beconeacitizen of Belize at thedate of hisbirth: gﬁtiirdzf?e‘i”ze

Independence
Providal that a persa shal not becone a citizen of Day.

Belize by virtue of this sectim if at the time of his birth- ~ ****%

(@ neithe of hisparensisacitizen of Belizeand
hisfather or mothe possessesudiimmunity
from suit andlegalprocessasis accordedo
the envoy of a foreign sovereign power
accreditedo Belize;or

(b) hisfatheror motheris a citizenof a country
with which Belize is at war and the birth
occursin a placethenunderoccupationby
thatcountry.

25. A persm bom outsice Belizeon or after Independence persons born
Day shal becormeacitizen of Belize at the date of hisbirth  outside Belize

if, at that date his fathe or mothe is a citizen of Belize. f’r?d(;;s;‘j;nce

Day.
14 of 1985.
26.-(1) The following persors may, upon making Registration.
applicationat any timeafter IndependeneDay, beregistered égg: ;ggf
as citizens of Belize - '

(@ anypersonwho is marriedto a citizen of
Belize;
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Dual
nationality.
14 of 1985.

Citizenship
legislation.

390f 2001.

39 of 2001

(b) anypersmwhohasbeeresidemcontinuously
inBelizefor aperiad of fiveyeasimmediately
beforethedateof hisapplication.

(2) The Nationd Assemby shal prescrite by law
theproceduefor makingand determinirg applicationsand
the conditiorsto befulfille d by persorsmaking applications,
for registration unde this section.

(3) A persan registerel as a citizen of Belize under
this sectian shal becone acitizen of Belize on the date on
which he is so registered.

27. A citizen of Belize by birth or descenhwho acquireshe
citizenshp of any othe countly may, if the laws of the
othe country sopermtandat hisoption retan hiscitizenship
of Belize.

28-(1) TheNationd Assemby may makeprovision not
inconsistehwiththisPart inrespetof citizenshipincluding
provision for-

(@ the acquisitionof citizenshipof Belize by
personsvho arenot eligible or who areno
longereligible to becomecitizensof Belize
underthisPart;

(b) revokingthecitizenshp of any persmreferred
toin section26 (1) of thisCorstitution;

(o) the renunciatimm by any persm of his
citizenshipofBelize.

(2) Paragrap (a) of subsectia (1) of this section
shal not be construel as allowing the Nationd Assembly
to make legislatin for the acquisition of citizenshp of
Belize by any perso who makes asubstantiacontribution
to the econony and/a well-being of Belize or who has
renderel distinguishel service to Belize.
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29.-(1) For thepurpossof thisPart subjed to sections interpretation.
24 and 25, apersa bom aboad aship or aircrat registered 3912901
in Belize, or aboad an unregisterd ship or aircrat of the
Governmenh of Belize, shal not be deemel to hawe been
bom in Belize.

(2) Any referene in this Pat to the nationd status
of the father of apersm at thetimeof that p e r s larth 6
shall inrelationtoapersabomafter thedeat of hisfather,
beconstruel asareferenetothenationa statis of thefather
at the time of the f a t shdeathband where that death
occurral before Independene Day and the birth occurred
on or after Independene Day the nationd statws that the
fathe would hawe had if he had died on IndependeneDay
shal be deemel to be his nationd statts at the time of his
death.

(3) No persa shal be entitled under the provisions  140f 1985.
of thisPatt to beacitizen of Belizeor be grantel citizenship
of Belize if suc persam shows any allegian@ to or is a
citizen of a countly which does not recogni® the
independencesovereigny or territorid integrity of Belize:

Provide that the Minister may in his discretian grant
Belizean citizenshptopersorsfallingunde thissubsection
who would otherwise been titled to such citizenshp under
the provisiors of sectiors 23 and 25 of this Constitution.

(4) Where a peron bom outsice Belize is entitled
to be a citizen of Belize unde the provisiors of this Part,
the right to Belizean citizenshp shal not be deemel to
accrie upon the conditiors giving rise to sud entitlement
arising but the citizenshp shal be sough for by the person
entitled to or on his behaf and obtainal by the grarnt by
theMinister of prope certification affirminghiscitizenship.

(5) Wherapersm claiming citizenshp by birth, descent
or registrationmakesan applicationor requestor the grant



38

Belize Constitution [CAP. 4

Establishment
of office.

Acting
Governor-
General.

of citizenshipthe stayof suchpersonin Belize shall not be
consideredlegal undertheprovisionsof anylaw for solong
andonly for solong assuchstayis necessarfor thedisposal
of his application.His right of abode,or that of his wife or
dependentd# anyunderthe ageof eighteenyears,shall not
be affectedpendingthe disposalof his application.

PART IV
TheGovernorGeneral

30. There shal be a GovernorGener# of Belize who
shal be acitizen of Belize appointel by Her Majesty and
shal hold office during Her Ma j esspleasue and who
shal be Her Ma | essrdpnesentatie in Belize.

31.-(1) During any period when the office of Governor
Generdis vacarn or the holde of the office of Governor
Generdis absem from Belize or is for any othe reason
unabkto perfomthefunctionsof hisofficethosfunctions
shal be performel by suc persm as Her Majesty may
appoint.

(2) Any such persm as aforesail shal not continue
to perform the functions of the office of GovernorGeneral
if theholde of theoffice of GovernorGeneraor someother
persa having aprior right to perform the functions of that
officehasnotified himtha heisabou to assune or resume
those functions.

(3) The holde of the office of GovernorGeneral
shal not, for the purpossa of this section be regardel as
absen from Belize or as unabk to perform the functions
of his office-

(@ byreasorthatheisin passagéom onepart
of Belizeto anotherpr
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(b) at any time when there is a subsisting
appointmenbf adeputyundersection33 of
thisConsttution.

32. A persm appointal to hold the office of Governor
Generashall beforeenterirguponthedutiesof that office,
take and subscrile the oath of allegian@ and office.

33-(1) Wheneve the GovernorGeneral

(@ hasoccasionto be absentfrom the seatof
governmenbutnotfrom Belize;

(b) hasoccasiornto be absentfrom Belize for a
periodwhichheconsidersactingin hisown
deliberagjudgmentwil | beof shot duration;
or

(c) issufferigfromanilinesswhichheconsiders,
actiginhisowndeliberagjudgmentwil | be
of shortduration,

he may, acting in accordane with the advice of the Prime
Minister, appoirt any persa in Belize to be his deputy
duringsudabseneor illnessardinthat capaciy toperform
on hisbehaf such of thefunctionsof theofficeof Governor
Generaas may be specifiad in theinstrumen by which he
isappointed.

(2) Thepowe and authority of the GovernorGeneral
shal not be abridged altered or in any way affectel by the
appointmenof adepuy unde this section and subjed to
the provisiors of this Constitution adeput shal conform
to and obsene all instructiors that the GovernorGeneral,
acting in his own deliberae judgment may from time to
time addres to him:

Oath to be
taken by
Governor-
General.

Deputy to
Governor-
General.
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Exercise of
Governor-
General 6s
functions.

Providal that the question whethe or not adepuy has
conformedto and observe any sud instructiors shal not
be enquirel into by any court of law.

(3) A persa appointed asdepul unde thissection shall
hold that appointmenfor sud period as may be specified
in the instrumen by which he is appointed and his
appointmenmay berevokel at any time by the Governor
Genera) acting in accordane with the advice of the Prime
Minister.

34-(1) In the exerci® of his functions the Governor
Generd shal ad in accordane with the advice of the
Cabine or aMinister acting unde the gener&authority of
the Cabinet except in case where he is required by this
Constitution or any othe law to ad in accordanewith the
adviceof, or after consultatiommwith, any persa or authority
othe than the Cabiné or in his own deliberae judgment.

(2) Any refereneinthisConstitutiontothefunctions
of the GovernorGenerashal be construel as areference
to his powers and duties in the exerci® of the executive
authority of Belize and to any othe powess and duties
conferral or imposel on him as GovernorGenera by or
unde this Constitution or any othe law.

(3) Whereby thisConstitution the GovernorGeneral
isrequired to perform any function after consultatio with
any persa or authority he shal not be obliged to exercise
that function in accordane with the advice of that person
or authority.

(4) Whereby thisConstitution the GovernorGeneral
isrequired to perform any function in accordane with the
adviceof, or after consultatio with, any persan or authority,
thequestion whethe the GovernorGenerdhasso exercised
that function shal not be enquirelinto by any coutt of law.
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35.The PrimeMinister shallkeepthe GovernorGeneral Governor-

. . Generd to be
fullyinformed concerniigthegenerbcondudtof thegovernment i, tormed
of Belize andshall furnish the GovernorGeneralwith such ;anfjrf:igfg
informationashe mayrequestvith respecto anyparticular  government.

matterrelatingto the governmenof Belize.

PART V

The Executive

36-(1) The executie authority of Belize is vestel in  executive
Her Majesty. authority.

(2) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof thisConstitution the
executive authority of Belize may be exercisel on behalf
of Her Majesty by the GovernorGenerdeithe directly or
throudh officers subordina¢ to him.

(3) Nothinginthissectionshal preven the National
Assenbly from conferrirg functionson persorsor authorities
othe than the GovernorGeneral.

37-(1) There shal be a Prime Minister of Belizewho  Prime
shal be appointel by the GovernorGeneral. Minister.

(2) Wheneve the GovernorGenerd has occasion
to appoirt a Prime Minister he shal appoin a membe of
the House of Representatiewho is the leade of the
political party whichcommandthe suppot of the majority
of the membes of tha House arnd if no political party has
anoveral majority, heshal appoirtamemter of that House
who appeas to him likely to commarml the suppot of the
majority of the membes of tha House:

Providal tha no persa shal be appointel as a Prime  130f 2008.
Minister who has previousy held the office of the Prime S No- 34 of 2010
Minister for threeparliamentay terms eithe consecutively
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or in the aggregatgpand for this purpose the expression
Apar | i ydem®shal meatheperiodcommenciigon

the date of the first sitting of the Nationd Assemby after

ageneraelectionand expiring at thedate of thenext ensuing
dissolution of the Nationa Assembly.

(3) If occasim arises for making an appointmento
the office of Prime Minister while the Nationd Assembly
is dissolved then notwithstandig the provisiors of
subsectia (2) of this section apersa who was amember
of the House of Representative® immediatey before the
dissolution may be appointe as Prime Minister.

(4) The GovernorGenera shal remowe the Prime
Minister from officeif aresolution of no confideneinthe
Governmehispassé by the House of Representativeand
the Prime Minister doesnot within seven dayseithe resign
from his office or advise the GovernorGener&to dissolve
the Nationd Assembly.

(5) The office of Prime Minister shal also become
vacant

(@ if the holder of the office ceasedo be a
member of the House of Representatives
otherwigthan by reasm of thedissolutia of
theNationalAssembly;

(b) if,byvirtueof section59(3 of thisConstitution,
heisrequiraltoceagtoperfom hisfunctions
asamemberof theHouse;or

(o if heisinformedby the GovernorGeneral
thatthe GovernorGenerais, in accordance
with subsection(2) or (3) of this section,
aboutoreappoimhimasPrimeMinister or to
appointanotheipersorasPrimeMinister.
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(6) In exerci® of the powels conferra on him by
this section the GovernorGener shal ad in his own
deliberagjudgment.

38. The GovernorGenerashall, acting in accordance Deputy Prime
with the advice of the Prime Minister, designa¢ aMinister ~ “"ste"
as Deputy Prime Minister to whom the Prime Minister may
from time to time deput suc of his functions as he may
specify.

39-(1) Wheneve the Prime Minister is absem from  performance
Belize or is by reasm of illness unabk to perform the g functonsef
functions conferred on him in accodane with this Minister
Constitution those functions (othe than the functions duringabsence

conferra by this sectior) shal be performed or fliness.
(8 bytheDeputyPrimeMinister;or

(b) intheabsenceftheDeputyPrimeMinister
orif hetooislikewiseunabkto perfomthose
functions, by such other Minister as the
GovernorGeneral may authorisefor that
purpose.

(2) The Deputy Prime Minister shal ceagto perform
the functions of the Prime Minister when he is informed
by the GovernorGeneratha the Prime Minister is about
to resune those functions.

(3) A Minister authorisel to perfor the functions
of thePrimeMinister unde subsectio (1) (b) of thissection
shal ceagto perfom those functionswhen heisinformed
by the GovernorGenera tha the Deputy Prime Minister
is abou to assumeor that the Prime Minister is abou to
resumethose functions.

(4) The powers of the GovernorGenerdunde this
section shal be exercisé by him in accordane with the
advice of the Prime Minister:
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Minister s of

Government.

2 of 2001.
39 of 2001.

Providalthat if the GovernorGenerajactinginhisown
deliberae judgment consides that it is impracticabé to
obtantheadviceof the PrimeMinister owingtotheabsence
or illness of the Prime Minister he may exerci® those
powers

(@ inaccordancevith theadviceof the Deputy
PrimeMinister;or

(b) if helikewise considerdt impracticableto
obtan the advice of the Deputy Prime
Minister,in hisowndeliberatgudgment.

40-(1) Thereshal be, inadditionto the office of Prime
Minister, such othe offices of Minister of the Government
asmay be estiblishal by the Nationd Assemby or, subject
to the provisiors of any law enactel by the National
Assembly by the GovernorGeneraj acting in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister.

(2) Appointmens to the office of Minister shal be
mack by the GovernorGeneraj acting in accordane with
the advice of the Prime Minister, from amorg membes of
the House of Representativeand of the Senate:

Providal that persors holding the office of Speake of
theHouseof Representativ&or Presicert of the Senagmay
not be appointel to the office of Minister:

Provida further that the Cabind shal be comprised
of -

(@ not more than two-thirds of the elected
Membesof theparty tha obtairsthemajority
seas in the House of Repesentatives
following the holding of a generalkelection;
and
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(b) notmorethanfour Senators
Providel further that, subjed to secticn 42(3) of this  4of 2010.
S.I. No. 41 of

Constitution, a nationd of Belize may be appointe as
Attorney Generd whethe or not tha persa is a member
of eithe House of the Nationd Assembly.

(3) If occasim arises for making an appointmento
the office of Minister while the Nationd Assemby is
dissolvedthen notwithstandig the provisiorsof subsectio
(2) of thissection apersawho wasamembe of theHouse
of Representativeor of the Senae immediatey beforethe
dissolution may be appoint&l as Minister.

(4) Theofficeof any Minister shal beconevacant

@

()

©

©

©

if the holder of the office ceasedo be a
membe of theHouse of Representativsor of
the Senateotherwisethanby reasonof the
dissolutiorof theNationalAssembly;

if, by virtue of section59 (3) or 64 (3) of this
Constitutionheisrequirel to ceagto perform
his functions as anember of the House of
Representativas of theSenate;

if theGovernorGeneralactinginaccordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister, so
directs;

if thePrimeMinister resigrsfrom officewithin
sevendaysafter aresolutian of noconfidence
in the Governmenhasbeenpassedy the
Houseof Representativaor isremovel from
officeunde sectian 37 (4) of thisConstitution;
or

ontheappointmenof any persatotheoffice
of PrimeMinister.

2010.
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4 0of 2010.
S.I. No. 41 of
2010.

Allocation of
portfolios to
Ministers.

Attorney -
General.

(4A) Paragraph(a) and (b) of subsectia (4) of this
sectim shal not apply to the office of the Attorney General
where the Attorney Generais appointe from outsice the
memberstp of eithea House of the Nationd Assembly.

(5) Inthissectionfi Mi n 0 mseargarMinister of the
Governmehothe than the Prime Minister.

41-(1) The GovernorGeneral acting in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister, may, by directions
inwriting, assig to the Prime Minister or any othe Minister
responsibiliy for any businesof the Governmentincluding
the administratian of any departmehof Government:

Provided tha responsibiliy for financeshal beassigned
to a Minister who is a membe of the House of
Representatives.

(2) Where a Minister has been chargel with
responsibiliy for any departmenof governmenthe shall
exercigegeneradirection and contrd over tha department
of government.

42 -(1) TheAttorney-Generashal betheprincipd legal
advise to the Government.

(2) Theofficeof Attorney-Generéshal betheoffice
of a Minister, with responsibiliy for the administraion of
legd affairsin Belize.

(3) No persa shal be qualified to hold the office
of Attorney-Genera unles heis a perssm who has for at
lead five yeass been entitled to practis as an advocag in
a coutt having unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal
mattesinsomepait of theCommonweah orintheRepublic
of Ireland or acour havingjurisdictioninappeasfromany
sud court.



CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

a7

(4) If apersan holdingtheofficeof Attorney-General
isfor any reasm unable to perform the functions conferred
on him by or unde any law, thos functions may be
performel by sud othe person being a persa qualified
asaforesail (whethe or not tha persmisamembe of either
Houseof theNationd Assembly) asthe GovernorGeneral,
actinginaccordanewith theadvice of the Prime Minister,
may direct.

(5) Legd proceeding for or agains the Stae shall
be taken in the cas of civil proceedingsin the nane of
theAttorney-Generahnd,in thecaseof criminal proceedings,
in the nane of the Crown.

43-(1)WhenevernMinisterotherthanthePrimeMinister
is absem from Belize or is within Belize but by leawe of
the GovernorGenerdisnot performirg thefunctionsof his
office or by reasm of illness is unabk to perform those
functions the GovernorGeneramay authorizZsoneother
Minister to perfomthosefunctionsor may appoirtamember
of the House of Representativ&or of the Senag to be a
temporay Minister inorde to perfomthose functions and
tha Minister may performthosefunctiorsuntil hisauthority
or, as the cae may be, his appointmenisrevokel by the
GovernorGeneralor he vacate office as a Minister under
sectia 40(4) of this Constitution.

(2) The powers of the GovernorGenerhdunde this
sectio shal be exercisé by him in accordane with the
advice of the Prime Minister:

Providaelthat if the GovernorGeneralactinginhisown
deliberae judgment consides that it is impracticabé to

obtantheadvice of thePrimeMinister owingto hisabsence

or illnesshe may exercigethos powersin accordanewith
the advice of the Deputy Prime Minister.

Performance

of functions of
Ministers
during absence
or illness.
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Cabinet.
26 of 1998.
2 of 2001.

Minister s of
State.
26 of 1998.

44 -(1) There shal be a Cabing of Ministersfor Belize
which shal consig of the Prime Minister and the other
Ministers:

Providedtha aMinister of Statappointelunde section
45 shal not beamembe of Cabiné but may atterd Cabinet
meeting upon the invitation of the Prime Minister.

(2) The Cabing shal be the principd executive
instrumentof policy with generadirection and contrd of
the Governmenand shdl becollectively responsibétothe
Nationd Assemby for any advice given to the Governor
Genera by or unde the genera authority of the Cabinet
and for all things dore by or unde the authority of any
Minister in the executio of his office.

(3) The provisiors of subsectia (2) of this section
shal not apply in relation to -

(@ theappointmenandremovalfrom office of
Ministersard Ministersof Statetheassignment
of responsibiliytoany Minister unde section
41 of thisConstitutionor theauthorisatio of
anotheMinisterto performthefunctionsof
thePrimeMinisterduringabsencerillness;
or

(b) thedissolutionof theNationalAssembly.

(4) Wheneve practicabé the Prime Minister shall
atterd and presick at all Cabingé meetings at ameetirg of
the Cabiné from which the Prime Minister is absentany
othe Minister appoint& by himforthepurpo®shal preside.

45-(1) The GovernorGeneral acting in accordance
withtheadvice of the Prime Minister, may appoirt Ministers
of Stae from amorg the membes of the House of



CAP. 4]

Belize Constitution 49

Representativeor of the Senag to assi$ Ministersin the
performanceof their duties.

(2) The office of a Minister of Stae shal become  260f 1998.

vacant

@)

(b)

©

©

©

if the holder of the office ceasedo be a
membe of theHouse of Representativsor of
the Senateotherwisethanby reasonof the
dissolutiorof theNationalAssembly;

if, by virtue of section69 (3) or 64(3) of this
Constitutionheisrequirel to ceagto perform

his functions as a member of the House of
Representativas of theSenate;

if theGovernorGeneralactinginaccordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister, so
directs;

if thePrimeMinister resigrsfrom officewithin
sevendaysafter aresolution of noconfidence
in the Governmenhasbeenpassedy the
Houseof Representativaor isremovel from
officeunde sectian 37 (4) of thisConstitution;
or

ontheappointmenof any persamtotheoffice
of PrimeMinister.

46. A Minister or aMinister of Staeshal notente upon  oath to be
the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed taken by

Minister, etc.

the oath of allegiane and office. 26 0f 1988.

47 -(1) There shal (excep at times when there are N0 Leader of the
membes of the House of Representativ@who do not  ©pposition.
suppotthe Governmentbeal eade of the Oppositicawho
shal be appointel by the GovernorGeneral.
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(2) Wheneve thereisoccasia for the appointment
of aLeade of the Oppositian the GovernorGeneréshall
appoirt the membe of the House of Representativewho
appeas to him mog likely to commamnl the suppot of a
majority of the membes of the House who do not support
the Governmentor, if no membe of the House appears
to him to commarm sud supportthe membe of the House
who appeas to him to commanl the suppot of the largest
singlegroup of membes of the House who do not support
the Government.

(3) If occasim arises to appoirt a Leade of the
Oppositionduring the periad betwee a dissolutian of the
Nationd Assemby and the day on which the ensuing
electian of membes of theHouse of Representativ@sheld,
an appointmehmay be mace as if the Nationd Assembly
had not been dissolved.

(4) The office of Leade of the Opposition shall
becone vacant

(@ if the holder of the office ceasedo be a
member of the House of Representatives
otherwisethanby reasorof a dissolutionof
theNational Assembly;

(b) ifbyvirtueof section59(3) of thisConstitution,
heisrequiraltoceagtoperfom hisfunctions
asamemberof theHouse;or

() if heisremovelfrom officebytheGovernor
Generalunderthe provisionsof subsection
(5) of thissection.

(5) If it appeas to the GovernorGenera tha the
Leade of the Oppositimmisnolonge ableto commanl the
suppot of a majority of the membes of the House of
Representativeewho do not suppot the Governmenor(if
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no membe of the House appeas to him to be able to
commar sud suppor} the suppot of the larges single
grow of membes of the House who do not suppot the
Governmenthe shal remowethe Leade of the Opposition
from office.

(6) Subgd to the provisiors of sectin 61 (3) (b)
of this Constitution during any period in which thereis a
vacang in the office of Leade of the Opposition the
provisiors of this Constitutian containirg the requirement
tha action shal be taken in accordace with the advice of,
or after consultatiom with, or with the concurrene of, the
Leade of the Opposition shal hawe effed asif there were
no suc requirement.

(7) The powers of the GovernorGenerdunde this
sectio shal be exercisé by him in his own deliberate
judgment.

48. Subjed to the direction and contrd of the Minister
pursuan to sectimm 41(2) of this Constitution every
departmenof governmenshal be unde the supervision
of a public officer whose office is referral to in this
Constitution as the office of a Chief Executiwe Officer:

Provide tha two or more governmehdepartmergmay
be placal unde the supervisim of one Chief Executive
Officer.

49 -(1) Thereshal be aSecretay to the Cabing whose
office shal be a public office.

(2) The Secretay to the Cabinet who shal have
charge of the Cabing Office, shal be responsible in
accordane with sud instructiors as may be given to him
by the Prime Minister, for arrangirg the busines for, and
keepirg the minutes of, the Cabing and for conveyirg the
decisiorsof theCabinetotheappropriagpersa or authority

Chief
Executive
Officers.
2 of 2001.

Secretary to
the Cabinet.
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Control of
public
prosecutions.

2 of 2001.

and shal hawe sud othe functions as the Prime Minister
may direct.

50-(1) Thereshal beaDirectar of Public Prosecutions
whose office shal be a public office.

(2) The Directar of Public Prosecutions shal have
powe with good and sufficient reason

(@ to institute and undertale criminal
proceedingsagainstany personbeforeany
courtof law (otherthana courtmartial) in
respecof any offenceallegedto havebeen
committedbythatperson;

(b) totakeoverandcontinwe anysuchcriminal
proceedings that have been instituted or
undertakery anyotherpersoror authority;
and

() todiscontineatany stagebeforjudgmernis
deliverad any sud crimind proceedings
instituted or undertakerby himself or any
otherpersororauthority.

(3) Thepowersof the Directar of Public Prosecutions
unde subsectio (2) of this section may be exercisél by
him in persm or through othe persors acting unde and
in accordane with his gener& or specia instructions.

(4) The powess conferral on the Director of Public
Prosecutionsy paragraph (b) and (c) of subsectio (2)
of this sectian shal be vestal in him to the exclusian of
any othe persa or authority:

Provideal tha where any othe persam or authorily has
instituted crimina proceedingsnothing in this subsection
shal prevern the withdrawd of those proceeding by or at
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theinstane of tha persa or authority and with the leave
of the court.

(5) For thepurpossof thissecton, any appe&from
ajudgmernincrimind proceedingbeforeany court or any
ca< statel or questio of law reservel for the purpo® of
any such proceedingsto any othe coutt (including Her
Majesty in Council shal be deemel to be part of those
proceedings:

Providal that the powe conferral on the Directar of
Public Prosecutiosby subsectia (2) (c) of thissectian shall
not be exercise in relation to any appe& by a person
convicted in any crimina proceedingor to any case stated
or question of law reserve at the instan@ of sud a
person.

(6) Subjed to the powers of the Attorney-General
unde sectian 42(2) of this Constitution in the exerci® of
the powess vestal in him by subsectia (2) of this section
the Directar of Public Prosecutios shal not be subjed to
the direction or contrd of any othe persm or authority.

51. Subjed to the provisiors of this Constitution and
of any othe law, the GovernorGenerd may constitute
offices for Belize, make appointmenrd to any sud office
and terminat any sud appointment.

52-(1) The GovernorGenera may

(@ grartapardoneithea freeor subjedtolawful
conditions,to any personconvictedof any
offence;

(b) granttoanypersorarespitegitherindefinite
or for aspecifiedperiod,of theexecutiorof
anypunishmentmposedon thatpersonfor
anyoffence;

Constitution of
offices, etc.

Prerogative of
mercy.
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Procedure in

capital cases.

Belize
Advisory
Council.
390f 2001.

390f 2001.

(c) substitutealesssevergorm of punishmen
for anypunishmentmposedon any persor
foranyoffence;or

(d) remitthewholeor any patt of any punishmer
imposedonanypersorfor anyoffenceor of
anypenaltyorforfeitureotherwiseduetothe
Crownonaccounbf anyoffence.

(2) The powes of the GovernorGenerd under
subsection(1) of this sectia shal be exercise by him in
accordanewiththeadviceof theBelize Advisory Council.

53. Where any perso has been sentencel to death
(otherwise than by a courtmartial) for an offence the
Attorney-Generalshal cau® a written repot of the case
from the trial judge (or the Chief Justice if arepot from
thetrial judge cannd be obtained)togethe& with sud other
informatian derived from therecod of the ca or elsewhere
ashemay require to betakeninto consideratio at ameeting
of the Belize Advisory Council, so that the Councl may
advietheGovernorGenerhwhethe to exercigany of his
powers unde sectbn 52 (1) of this Constitution.

54-(1) There shal be a Belize Advisory Council
(hereinaftereferraltoasfi te@ o u n)avhidh €hal consist
of the membes specifiad in subsectio (2).

(2) The Councl shal consig of:-

(@ twoseniotmmemberswhoshallbeperson®f
integrity and high nationd standingappointed
by the GovernorGeneraJ acting in
accordancewith the advice of the Prime
Minister; and

(b) twoseniommemberswhoshallbeperson®f
integrity andhighnationdstandingappointed
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by the GovernorGeneraJ acting in
accordancevith theadviceof the Leaderof
theOppositionand

(o) threeothermemberswhoshallbeperson®f
integrity and high nationad standingappointed
by the GovernorGeneralJ acting in
accordancewith the advice of the Prime
Minister given after consultationwith the
Leaderof theOpposition.

(3) Subjedtotheprovisotothissubsectiopasenior 390f 2001.

membe of the Councl shal hold office until he reades
the age of seventyfive years unles he earlie resigrs his
office by writing unde his own hard addresse to the
GovernorGeneral or if by aresolution of the House of
Representativ@&supportel by two-thirds of the membes of
tha House heisdeclaed unabkto dischargthefunctions
of his office by reasm of persistehabsene or infirmity
of body or mind, or to be in bread of the provisiors of
sectian 121 of this Constitution:

Provida that=-

(@ aseniormembemhohasattainedheageof
seventyfive yeals may be appointel to
continwein officeuntil heattairsany later age
as may be specifiedin his instrumentof
appointment;

(b) any personof integrity and high national
standingwho at the commencementf this
sectionis at leag seventyfive yearsof age
maybeappointecaseniormemberndmay
continwein officeuntil heattairsany later age
as may be specifiedin his instrumentof
appointment.
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390f 2001.

39 0f 2001.

39 of 2001.

390of 2001.

Scheduk 3.

39 of 2001.

(4) A membe of theCouncl referreltoinsubsection
(2)(c) of this sectian shal hold office for three yeais from
the date of his appointmentunles he earlig resigrs his
office by writing unde his own hard addresse to the
GovernorGeneral or if by resolution of the House of
Representativ@supportel by two-thirds of the membes of
tha House heisdeclarel unabkto dischargthefunctions
of his office by reasm of persistert absene or infirmity
of body or mind, or to be in bread of the provisiors of
sectian 121 of this Constitution.

(5) No persa shal beappointelamembe or senior
membe of the Councl unles he is a citizen of Belize,
excep that amembe of the Councl who holds or has held
office as ajudge of a superia coutt of recod neeal not be
a citizen of Belize if he is a citizen of a Commonwealth
country.

(6) TheGovernorGenerashal inead yea appoint
a different senia membe of the Councli to be Chairman
of the Council, and in making such appointmen the
GovernorGenera shal ensue tha in any period of four
years no seniad membe shal be Chairman twice.

(7) A membe of the Council, including a senior
membershal not ente upon the duties of hisofficeunless
he has taken and subscribd the oath or affirmation of
allegianceandoffice setoutin Schedul& of thisConstitution.

(8) The functions of the Councl shal be:

(@ toadvietheGovernorGeneraintheexercise
of his powes unde section 52 of this
Constitution;

(b) toperformsuchothertasksanddutiesasare
conferrelorimposel onit by thisConstitution
or anyotherlaw.
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(9) Inthe exerci® of itsfunctions the Council shall  390f 2001.
not besubjed to thedirection or contrd of any other person
or authority.

(10) TheChairmanorinhisabsencgasenia member  390f 2001.
appointel for tha purpo® by the GovernorGenera) shall
convere all meeting of the Councl for consideratia of
mattes which in accordane with this Constitutian or any
othe law the Councl is called upon to consider.

(11) The Chairman or in his absencgthe senior 390f 2001.
membe appointel for that purpo® by the GovernorGeneral
unde subsectia (10), shal presick at all meeting of the
Council.

(12) Notwithstandim subsection (10) and (11), in  390f 2001.
any ca® where the Councl is convene to discharg its
duties unde section 88, 98,102 105, 108 or 109 of this
Constitution or where the Councl is convenel to hea an
appead from an officer to whom sectian 106, 107, 110D
or 110F of this Constitution applies the Chairman shall
presic at that meeting.

(13) Where the Councl is convene to remowe the  390f 2001.
Chairman sone othe persam who holds or has held office
as aJudge of asuperia coutt of recod shal be appointed
by the GovernorGenerdontheadviceof the PrimeMinister
given after consultation with the Leade of the Opposition
to ad as Chairman for tha purpose.

(14) At all meeting of the Council- 390f 2001.
(@ thequaumshallbefive members;

(b) decisiorsshal beby amajority of thevotesof
thosemembersof the Council presentand
voting;and
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390f 2001.

39 of 2001.

39 of 2001.

39 of 2001.

39 of 2001.

39 0f 2001.
S.1. No. 1 of
2002.

(0 intheeventthatvotesareequallydividedon
anymatter,the Chairmanor seniormember
presidirg shal haweasecomn voteinaddition
tohisoriginalvote.

(15) TheCouncl may makeregulatiorsfor regulating
and facilitating the performane of its function unde this
Constitution or any othe law.

(16) Subjed to the provisiors of this section the
Councl may regulat its own procedure.

(17) The Councl may, subjec to the provisiors of
thissectionandtoitsrulesof proceduread notwithstanding
any vacang in its memberstp or the absene of any
member.

(18) The questim whethe or not the Councl has
validly performal any functions conferreal or imposeal on
it by thisConstitution or any othe law shal not beenquired
into in any coutt of law.

(19) Within four months after the end of ead year,
the Councl shal prepaeand submi to the Prime Minister,
arepotdealiggeneraly withitsproceedingand activities
in the precedimg year, and the Prime Minister shall, within
three months of receivirg the report cau® a copy of the
repot to be tablead in the Nationd Assembly.

(20) The Council which was in existene prior to
the 15"day of January 2002

(@ shall stand dissolved by th@s3December,
2001,

(b) may be allowed by the GovernorGeneral,
actingon the advice of the Prime Minister,
notwithstandig paragrap (a) of this
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subsection, taontinuein office after 31
December2001, only for the purposeof
enablingt to dischargets dutiesor perform
its functionin relationto mattersthatwere
pendirgor proceedingtha werecommened
beforeit, prior to the 15" day of January,
2002.

PART VI
ThelLegislature

55. Thereshal beinand for BelizeaLegislatue which
shal consi¢ of aNationd Assemby comprisirgtwoHouses,
that is to say, a House of Representativeand a Senae.

TheHouseof Representatives

56.-(1) Subjed to the provisiors of this section the
Houseof Representativeshallconsisofthirty-onemembers
who shal be electa in the manne provided by law.

(2) If any persa who isnot amembe of the House
of Representativeis electal to be Speake of the House
he shall, by virtue of holding the office of Speakerbe a
membe of theHousein additionto thethirty-onemembers
aforesaid.

(3) The Nationd Assembly in accordanewith the
provisionsof sectian 90 of this Constitution may by law
increage the numbe of membes of the House of
Representatives.

57.Subjettotheprovisiorsof sectian 58 of thisConstitution,
apersanfor electionshal bequalifiedtobeelectel asamember
of theHouseof Representative§, andshallnotbequalified
to be so electedunless,he-

390of 2001.
S.I. No. 1 of
2002.

Establishment
of Legislature.

Composition of
House of
Representatives.
CAP. 9.

First

Schedule.

13 of 2008.

S.I. No. 34 of 2010

Qualifications
for election as

member.
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(@) isacitizenof Belize of theageof eighteer
yearsor upwardsand

(b) hasresidedin Belizefor aperiodof atleas
oneyearimmediatelybefore the dateof his
nominatiorfor election.

Disqualifications 58.-(1) No persa shal be qualified to be electal as a
for electin as - mempe of the House of Representativ@who-
member.
(@ is, by virtue of his own act unde any
acknowledgerant of allegiance obedience
oradherencéo aforeignpoweror State;

(b) is an undischargedankrupt,having been
adjudged or otherwise declaredbankrupt
under any law in force in any part of the
Commonwealth;

() isapersorcertifiedto beinsaneor otherwise
adjudgedo be of unsoundmind underany
law;

(d) isunde senteneof deahimposea onhimby
acouttinany partt of theCommonweahor is
servirg a sentene of imprisonmen (by
whatevername called) exceedingtwelve
monthsimposedon him by sucha courtor
substitutedy competenauthorityfor some
other sentencamposedon him by sucha
court or is undeg sud a sentene of
imprisonmentthe executionof which has
beersuspended;

() isdisqualifiedfor membershimf theHouse
of Representatives by any law by reason of
his holding, or acting in, any office the
functionsof whichinvolve-
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(f)

@

(h)

(i) anyresponsibilityfor, orin connection
with, theconductof anyelection;or

(i) anyrespondility for the compilation
orrevisionof anyelectoralegister;

is disqualifiedfor membershiwf theHouse
of Representatively virtue of anylaw by
reasorof his havingbeenconvictedof any
offencerelatingtoelections;

is disqualifiedfor membershipf theHouse
of Representativainde any law by virtueof

(i) his holding or actingin any office or
appointmen specifiad (either
individually or by refereneto aclasof
office orappointmentpy suchlaw;

(i) hisbelongirgtoany of thearmedforces
of Belizeor to anyclassof persorthat
iscomprisedn anysuchforce;or

(i) hisbelongingto anypoliceforceorto
ary classof persostha iscompriselin
anysuchforce;or

isapartyto,orapartneiin afirm oradirector
ormanageof acompanywhichis apartyto,
anycontractwith the Governmentor or on
accountof the public serviceand hasnot,
within onemonthbeforethedayof election,
declarel publicly and in a newspaper
circulatingin theelectoradivisionfor which
heisacandida¢anoticesettigout thenature
of thecontractandhisinterestprtheinterest
of anysuchfirm or companytherein:
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Providal that if it appeas to the GovernorGeneral,
acting in his own deliberae judgment tha it is prope so
todo, he may by orde dired that any sudh disqualification
shal be disregardd for the purposes of this section but
no sudh orde shal be macke if proceeding hawe been
commencd calling in questio theright of tha membe to
beamembe of the House of Representativeon theground
that he is disqualified unde this paragraph.

(2) For the purposs of paragrap (d) of subsection
(1) of this section

(@ twoormoresentencesf imprisonmenthat
arerequiredio beservedconsecutivelghall
beregardedhsseparatsentences noneof
thossentenceexceedtwelvemonthsbut if
anyoneof suchsentenceexceedshatterm
theyshallberegardedcisonesentenceand

(b) no accountshall be takenof a sentenceof
imprisonmenimposedisanalternativeoor
in defaultof thepaymenbf afine.

13 0f 2008. (3) Where a by-election is held to fil | the vacancy

S . 103 cause by the recal of a membe of the House of
Representativeunde any law providing for the recal of
electa representativesthe membe so recalled or who
resigneal in consequeneof apetition for hisrecal shal be
ineligible to stard as a candidag for the sed to be filled
in sud by-election.

Tenure of 59-(1) Every membe of the House of Representatives
office of : ; ; ;
members. shal vacae his sed in the House at the next dissolution

of the Nationd Assemby after his election.

(2) A memberof the Houseof Representativeshall
alsovacatehis seatin the House
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@)

(b)
©

©

if heis absenfrom thesittingsof theHouse
for suchperiodandin suchcircumstanceas
maybe prescribedn the StandingOrdersof

theHouse;

if hecease$o beacitizenof Belize;

subjecto theprovisionsof subsectior§3) of
thesectionjf anycircumstancearisethat,if
he were not a memberof the House of
Representativeswould cau® him to be
disqualifiedfor electiontheretoby virtue of
sectiorb8(1) of thisConstitution;

if heshal beconeapartytoany contrat¢with
the governmentfor or on accountof the
publicservice porif anyfirm in whichheis a
partneror any companyof which he is a
directoror manageshallbecomea partyto
any suchcontact, or if he shall becomea
partnetin afirm oradirectorormanageof a
compalywhichisapartytoany sudcontract:

Providal that if in the circumstanceit shal appeato
themjust sotodo, theHousof Representativay resolution
may exemp any membe thered from vacatirg his seat
unde theprovisiorsof thisparagrapif sudymembe shall,
before becomirg a party to such contrad¢ as aforesad or
before or as som as practicabé after becomirg otherwise
intereste in sudh contrad (whethe as partne in afirm or
directa or manage of a company) disclos to the House
the nature of such contrad¢ and his intereg or the interest
of any sud firm or compatry therein;

©

if, havigbeanacandidagof apolitical party
andelectedo theHouseof Representatives
asacandidagof tha political party, heresigns
fromthat politica party or crosssthefloor; or

2 of 2001.
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13 of 2008.
S.l. No. 103
of 2010.

(f)

©)

if heis recalledasamemberof theHouseof
Representativasnderanylaw providingfor
therecal of electel representativ@eforethe
expiryof theirnormaltermof office.

(@) If circumstancesuchasarereferredoin

paragraph(c) of subsection(2) of this
sectionarisebecaus@anymemberof the
House of Representativeis under
sentenceof deathor imprisonment,or
adjudgedto be insaneor otherwiseof
unsoundnind, or declarecdbankruptand
undischargedyr convictedof anoffence
relatingtoelectionsardif itisopentothe
memberto appealagainstthe decision
(eitherwith theleaveof a courtor other
authorityorwithoutsuchleave) heshall
forthwith ceasdo performhis functions
asamemberof theHousebut, subjecto
theprovisionsof thissubsectiorheshall
not vacatehis seatuntil theexpirationof
aperiodof thirty daysthereafter:

Providalthat the Speakemay fromtimetotimeexterd that
periad for further periodsof thirty daystoenabethemember
to pursie an appeéagains the decision so, howeve, that
extensios of time exceedigintheaggregat one hundred
and fifty days shal not be given without the approval,
signified by resolution of the House.

(b)

If, onthedeterminatiorof anyappeal such
circumstancecontinwetoexig and nofurther
appealsopentothememberprif, byreason
oftheexpirationof anyperiodfor enteringan
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59A.(1) Where a persa resigrs from being a member Procedure
where a

(©

appeaor noticethered or therefusaof leave
to appeabr for anyotherreasonit cease$o
be opento the menberto appeal,he shall
forthwith vacatehisseat.

If at any timebeforethemembe of theHouse
vacate his sed sud circumstancse as

aforesaidceaseto exist, his seatshall not

beconevacart ontheexpiratian of theperiod

referredoin paragraplfa) of thissubsection
andhe may resumethe performanceof his

functionsasamembeirof theHouse.

of a political party unde the circumstancs referrel to in
section 59(2)e), tha persa shall, within sever days of SO vacates seat
resigninginform theleade in the House of Representatives‘r’g;gtr?ationor
of the political party as a candidae of which tha person crossing the
was elected and the leade of the political party shal so floor.

notify the Speake in writing of sud resignaion.

(2) Where a persm crosss the floor unde the
circumstanceseferral to in section 59(2)(e), the leade in
the House of Representativ@of the political party as a
candidaé of which tha persam was electal shall, within
seven days of sud crossimg of the floor, so notify the
Speakeinwritingof sudmembe havingcrossel thefloor.

(3) Upon receig of the written notice referral to in
subsectior(1) or (2), the Speake shall, if satisfied that the
circumstanceseferral to in section 59(2)e) exist, make a

declaratim at the nex sitting of the House of Representatives

after receivirg the notice, tha the membe has ceasedo
be a membe of the Houseof Representativeby reason of
resignationor crossingthe floor, asthe casemay be.

(4) Wherethe personsubjectto disqualificationunder
section59(2)e) istheSpeakertheleaderof thepolitical party

member

2 of 2001.
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in the Houseof Representativeasa candidateof which the
Speakemwaselectedasa memberof the Houseshall, when
actingin accordancwith subsectioifl) or (2), notify aperson
electedbytheHousein thatbehalf,andsuchpersormaymake
adeclaratiminaccordanewithsubsectia (3) thattheSpeaker
hasceasedo be a memberof the Houseof Representatives
by reasorof resignatioror crossinghefloor, asthecasemay
be.

(5) Where a declaation has been made under
subsectia (3) that a persm has ceasd to be a membe of
the House of Representativeby reasm of resignatia or
crossirg the floor, that person:

(& may,within twenty-onedaysof the making
of the declaration appe& againg the
declarationto the SupremeCourt, whose
decisioronthemattershallbefinal;

(b) shall ceaseto perform his functions as a
membe of theHousebut, subje¢to subsection
(6), shall not vacatehis seatuntil afterthe
determinatiorof his appeaby the Supreme
Court.

(6) If, onthedeterminatio of any appeamadeunder
subsectia (5)(a), the Suprene Court determine that the
persaresigne fromthepolitical party or crosselthefloor,
as the case may be, or if the periad for enterirg an appeal
unde subsectia (5)(a) expires beforethe persa entesan
appea) he shal forthwith vacat his seat.

(7) Section 59(2)e) and this sectian shal apply to
all membesof theHouse of Representativvhoweresuch
membes on or after the 23 day of February 2001.



CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

67

60.-(1) When the House of Representativ&first meets speake and

after any generalelection and before it proceed to the
despathb of any other businesit shal eled apersa to be
Speake of the House and if the office of Speake falls
vacan at any timebeforethenex dissolutian of theNational
Assembly the House shall, as som as practicable elect
anothe persm to that office.

(2) TheSpeakeshal beabowtheageof thirty years
and may be electal eithe from amorg the membes of the
House of Representativewho are not Ministers or from
amoryg persors who are not membes of eithe House:

Providedtha aperssmwhoisnotamembe of eithe House
shall not be electedas Speakelif -

(@ heisnotacitizenof Belize;or

(b) heis apersondisqualifiedfor electionasa
membernf the Houseof Representativesy
virtue of section68(1) of thisConstitution.

(3) When the House of Representativefirst meets
after any generalelection and befare it proceed to the
despatb of any otha busines excef the election of the
SpeakertheHouse shal eled amembe of the House who
isnot a Minister, to be Deputy Speake of the House and
if the office of Deputy Speake falls vacantat any time
before the next dissolution of the Nationd Assembly the
House shall as som as practicable eled anothe such
membe to that office.

(4) A persan shal vacae the office of Speake or
Deputy Speaker

(@ inthecaseof aSpeakeelectedrom among
membes of theHouseof Representativesr
in thecaseof theDeputySpeaker

Deputy
Speaker.
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0

(i)

if he ceasedo be a memberof the
Housepor

if heis appointedo beaMinister;

(b) inthecaseof aSpeakerelectedromamong
persolswhoarenotmembesof eithe House

(i)

(it)
(il

uponany dissolutionof the National
Assembly;

if hecease$o beacitizenof Belize;or

if any circumstancsarisewhichwould
caughimtobedisqualified for election
asamemberof theHouseby virtue of
sectiorb8(1) of thisConstitution;

() in the caseof the Deputy Speakerjf heis
electedo beSpeaker.

(5) () If, by virtueof sectian 59 (3) of thisConstitution,
the Speake or Deputy Speake is requira to ceag to
perfom his functions as a membe of the House of
Representativeteshal also ceagto perform hisfunctions
asSpeakeor Depuly Speakerasthecaemay be andthose
functions shall, until he vacate his sed in the House or
resumes the performane of the functions of his office, be

performed

()

(ir)

inthecagof theSpeakery theDeputy
Speakeror, if the office of Deputy
Speakers vacantby suchmemberof
theHouseg(notbeingaMinister)asthe
Housemayelectfor thepurpcse;

in the caseof the DeputySpeakerpy
suchmembeoftheHousgnotbeinga
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Minister) astheHousemay eled forthe
purpose.

(b) IftheSpeakeor Depuly Speakeresumsthe
performancef hisfundionsasamembelof
theHousejn accordancevith theprovisions
of sectionb9(3)of thisConstitutionheshall
alsoresumeheperformancef hisfunctions
as Speakeror Deputy Speakerasthe case
maybe.

TheSenate

61-(1) Subjedtosubsectia(2), the Senagshal consist composition of

of twelve membes (in this Constitution referrad to as ggegfaégbl_
A S e n @whoshal ieappointel by the GovernorGeneral
in accordane with the provisiors of this section.

(2) If any person who is not &enatoris sgof 2001.
selected to be Psédent of the Senate he shall, by
virtue of holding the office of President, be a
Senator in addition to the twelve Senators referred to
in subsection (1)

(3) The Presiden of the Senaé shal hawe a 3901200%
castirg vote in the event of an equality of votes in
respect of any business at a meeting of the Senate:

Providel that if the Presiden of the Senate 230f 2005.

(@ isaSenatorheshallhaveanoriginalbutnot
acastingvote,and

(b) isnotaSenatorheshallnothaveavote,

when the Senae is deciding on any matte referred to ~ 390f 2001.
in section 61A (2)(d) of this Constitution.



70 Belize Constitution [CAP. 4

39 of 20Q. (4) Of the twelve Senatofs

(@ six shdl be appointedby the Governor
Generahctingin accordancwith theadvice
of thePrimeMinister;

(b) threeshall be appointedby the Governor
Generahctingin accordancwith theadvice
of theLeaderof theOpposition;

(o) one shall be appointedby the Governor
Generahctingin accordancwith theadvice
of the Belize Councl of Churche and
EvangelicaAssociatiorof Churches;

(d) one shall be appointedby the Governor
Generahctingin accordancwith theadvice
of the Belize Chamberof Commerceand
Industry andtheBelizeBusinesBureayand

() one shall be appointedby the Governor
Generahctingin accordancwith theadvice
of the National TradeUnion Congressand
theCivil SocietySteeringCommittee

(5) Wherean organisatio referred to in paragraphs

39 0f 2001 (c) to (e) of subsectia (4) of thissectia failsto advisethe
GovernorGeneral within fourteen days of receivirg a
writteninvitationfromthe GovernorGenerato givewritten
advice to him of its candida¢ as Senatoy as requirad by
that subsectionthe GovernorGenera shal appoin that
Senatoinaccordanewith theadvice of the Belize Advisory
Council.

39 0f 2001. (6) Notwithstandimg sectiors 64 and 84 of this

Spae- 1ot Conditution, the Senaéwhichwasin existeneprior tothe
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15" day of January 2002 shal stard dissolved from the
15" day of January 2002.

(7) When the Senae first mees after the 15" day
of January2002 beforeit proceedtodespathany business,
it shal eled a persa to be Presiden of the Senate and
anothe Senato who is not aMinister to be Vice President

of the Senate.

(8) If there is an equality of votes at a meetirg to

eled a Presidentpursuat to subsection (7) of this

section, the Leade of Governmeh Busines in the
Sena¢ shal hawe a secomnl vote.

(9) TheGovernorGeneramay makerulesgoverning

thenominatian of candidatsas Senatosby theorganisations

specified in paragraph (c) to (e) of subsectia (3) of this

section.

61A.(1) Without prejudice to any othe powers vested
in the Senae by this Constitution or any other law, the
Senaé shal hawe the powers and perfom thefunctions
sd out in the subsectio (2).

(2) The powess ard functions of the Senag referred
to in sectian (1) are as follows:-

@

(b)

authorisig theratification (includingadhesion
or accessioyof any trealy by theGovernment
of Belize including any treaty for the
settlemenof theterritorial disputebetween
BelizeandtheRepublicof Guatemala,;

approvingheestablishmenh Belizeof any
military baseof operationdor any foreign
militaryforces;

390of 2001.
S.I. No. 1 of
2002.

39 0f 2001.

39 of 2001.

Powers and
functions of
the Senate.
390of 2001.

39of 2001.
13 0of 2008.
S.l. No. 34
of 201Q
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390f 2001. (o) approvirg the appointment of the
g‘d'dzNo-”f Contractor General, the Ombudsman, a
13 of 2008 member of the Elections and Boundaries
S.I. No. 34 of

Commssion, and a member of the
Integrity Commission;

2010

390f 2001.

23 of 2005. (d) instituting and conductig enquiries and

< °;§°g§ of investigatioison arny matte of publicinterest

2010 or importance including inquiries into
mismanagemerdr corruptionby personsn
the centralgovernmentor public statutory
bodies;

SO () receiving reviewing and reportirg on annual

13 of 2008 reports and other reports of the Auditor

S oo 34of General,the Contractor Generaland the
Ombudsmamandinstitutingandconducting
inquiries investigatiors and hearing in
relationthereto;

() requiringtheattendanebeforeit of the Auditor
Genera) the Contracte Generd or the
Ombudsmangenerally,in relation to the
dischargef theirdutiesandtheexecutiorof
theirfunctions;

(9) requiringtheattendanebeforeit of any Chief
ExecutiveOfficerin aGovernmenMinistry
in respectof any matter of which he has
knowledgeby virtueof hisoffice, orinrespect
of anythingrelatedto his office andthedue
executiorof hisduties;and

(h) requiringtheattendanebeforeany Committee
of theSenateof any Minister of Government.

22‘;222%3; (3) Where any law, including this Constitution,
g(-)l-lONO- 34 of provides aprocedue for making any appointmenreferred
toin subsectio (2)(c), and such procedue of appointment

is inconsisten with the powess of the Senaé unde this
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section then sud appointmenshal only be validly done
if theprior approvaof theSenatasrequired by thissection

is obtained.

(4) The Senateshallexercisets powersandperform
its functionsunderthissectiorthrougharesolutionsupported
by a simple majority of its members.

62 Subjettotheprovisiorsof sectian 63 of thisConstitution,
apersorshallbequalifiedto beappointedasa Senatoif, and
shall not be qualified to be so appointedunless,he-

@

(b)

is a citizen of Belize of the ageof eighteen
yearsor upwardsand

hasresidedin Belizefor a periodof atleast
oneyearimmediatelybeforethe dateof his
appointment.

63.-(1) No persa shal be qualified to be appointel as

aSenato who-

(@)

(b)
©

(d)

©

is, by virtue of his own act unde any
acknowledgememf allegiance pbedience
oradherencéo aforeignpoweror State;

isamembepnftheHouseof Representatives;

is an undischargedankrupt,having been
adjudged or otherwise declaredbankrupt
under any law in force in any part of the
Commonwealth;

isapersorcertifiedto beinsaneor otherwise
to beof unsoundnind underanylaw;

isundersentencefdeathmposediponhim
byacout in anypartof theCommonwealth

390f 2001.

Qualifications
for
appointment
as Senator.

Disqualifications
for
appointment as
Senator.
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(f)

@

(h)

oris servingasentencef imprisonmen{by
whatever name called) exceedingtwelve
monthsimposedon him by sucha courtor

substitutedby competenauthorityfor some
other sentencamposedon him by sucha
court or is undeg sud a sentene of

imprisonmentthe execution of which has
beersuspended;

is disqualifiedfor membershipf theHouse

of Representatives by any law by reason of
his holding, or acting in, any office the
functionsof whichinvolve

(i) anyresponsibilityfor, orin connection
with, theconductof anyelection;or

(i) anyrespasibility for the compilation
orrevisionof anyelectoraregister;

is disqualifiedfor membershiwf theHouse
of Representatively virtue of anylaw by
reasorof his havingbeenconvictedof any
offencerelatingtoelections;

is disqualified for membershipf theSenate
underanylaw by virtue of

(i) his holding or actingin any office or
appointmen specifiad (either
individually or by refereneto aclassof
office orappointmentpy suchlaw;

(i) hisbelongirgtoany of thearmed forces
of Belizeor to anyclassof persorthat
iscomprisedn anysuchforce;or
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(i) hisbelongingto anypoliceforceorto
anyclassof persorthatis comprisedn
anysuchforce;or

(i) isapartyto,orapartneinafirm oradirector
ormanageof acompanywhichisapartyto,
anycontractwith the Governmentor or on
accountof the public service,and hasnot
discloseltothe GovernorGenerathenature
of sudhcontra¢and hisinterestor theinterest
of anysuchfirm or companytherein:

Providal that if it appeas to the GovernorGeneral,
acting in his own deliberat judgment that it is prope so
to do, hemay by orde dired that any sudh disqualification
shal be disregardd for the purpose of this section.

(2) For the purpose of paragrap (e) of subsection
(1) of this sectionr

(@ twoormoresentencesf imprisonmenthat
arerequiredo beservedconsecutivelghall
beregardedasseparatsentences noneof
thossentenceexceedtwelvemonthsbut if
anyoneof suchsentenceexceedshatterm
theyshallberegardedisonesentenceand

(b) no accountshall be takenof a sentenceof
imprisonmenimposedasanalternativeo or
in defaultof thepaymenbf afine.

64-(1) Every Senatr shal vacaehissedinthe Senate Ttenure of
at the next dissolutia of the Nationd Assemby after his ~ 27ce o
appointment.

(2) A Senatoshal alsovacathissedintheSenate
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39 0f 2001.

@

()

©

©

©

(f)

if heis absat from thesittingsof theSenate
for suchperiodandin suchcircumstanceas
maybe prescribedn the StandingOrdersof
theSenate;

if, with his consent,he is nominatedas a
candida¢ for electicn to the House of
Representatives;

if heceassto beacitizenof Belize;

subjecto theprovisionsof subsectior§3) of
thissectionif any circumstancearisethat if
hewerenotaSenatorywouldcausénimto be
disqualified for appointmetassud by virtue
of section63 (1) of this Constiution;

if theGovernorGeneralactinginaccordance
with theadviceof the PrimeMinisterin the
caseof a Senatorappointedin accordance
withtha advice or actinginaccordanewith
theadviceof theLeaderftheOppositionn
thecaeof aSenatoappointe&inaccordance
withtha advice or actinginaccordanewith
theadviceof anyorganizatiorreferredto in
paragrap (c), (d), or(e) of subsectia (4) of
sectio 61 of thisConstitutimminthecasof a
Senatorappointedin accordancewith that
advice declaresheseabfthatSenatoto be
vacant;

if heshal beconeapartytoany contrad¢with
the Governmentfor or on accountof the
publicserviceorif anyfirm in whichheisa
partneror any companyof which he is a
directoror manageshallbecomea partyto
any suchcontract,or if he shallbecomea
partnerin afirm oradirectoror manageof a
compaiywhichisapartytoany sudcontract:
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Providal that if in the circumstares it shal appeato
him to be just so to do, the GovernorGenera) acting in
hisowndeliberagjudgmentmay exempgany Senatofrom
vacatirg his sea unde the provisiors of this paragrap if
sud Senatoshall beforebecomirgaparty tosud contrad
asaforesail or beforeor assom aspracticabéafter becoming
otherwi interestel in suth contrad (whethe as partner
in a firm or directa or manage of a company) disclose
to the GovernorGenera the natue of sud contrat¢ and
his intereg or the intered of any sud firm or company
therein.

(3) (&) If circumstance sud as are referred to in
paragrapl{d) of subsectia (2) of thissectim arissbecause
a Senato is unde sentene of deah or imprisonment or
adjudgel to be insare or otherwise of unsour mind, or
declarel bankrug and is undischargedor convictel of an
offence relating to elections and it is open to the Senator
to appea agains the decisian (eithe with the leawe of a
coutt or othe authority or without suc leave) he shal
forthwith cea® to perfom his functions as a Senato but,
subjectto the provisiors of this subsectionhe shal not
vacat hissed until theexpiratian of aperiod of thirty days
thereafter:

Provided that the Presidenof the Senaémay fromtime
to time exterd that period for further periods of thirty days
toenabktheSenatoto pursieanappeaagainsthedecision,
so, however that extensios of time exceedig in the
aggregat one hundrel and fifty days shal not be given
without theapproval, signified by resolution of the Senate.

(b) If, onthe determinationof an appeal,such
circumstancgecontinwetoexig and nofurther
appeals opentotheSenatororif, byreason
of theexpirationof anyperiodfor enteringan
appeaor noticethered ortherefusdof leave
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Appointment
of temporary
Senators.

to appeabr for anyotherreasonit cease$o
be opento the Senatorto appeal,he shall
forthwith vacatehisseat.

() If atanytime beforethe Senatovacatesis
seasuchcircumstanceasaforesaiceaseo
exist,hisseathallnotbecomevacanonthe
expirationof theperiadreferraltoinparagraph
(a) of thissubsectiomndhemayresumehe
performancef hisfunctionsasSenator.

65.-(1) The GovernorGenerd may declae a Senator
tobe by reasm of illness temporariy incapabéof performing
hisfunctionsasaSenato and thereupo sud Senato shall
not perform his sad functions until he is declarel by the
GovernorGenerhaganto be capabéof performirgthem.

(2) Wheneve a Senato is incapabé of performing
his functions as a Senato by reasm of his absene from
Belize or by virtue of the provisiors of sectia 64 of this
Constitution or by reasm of adeclaratimmn made unde the
lag foregoirg subsectionthe GovernorGeneramay appoint
a persa qualified for appointmeh as a Senato to be
temporariyy a membe of the Senate.

(3) Subsection (1) and (2) of sectim 64 of this
Constitutionshal apply in relation to a persn appointed
as a Senato unde this sectian as they apply in relation to
aSenatoappointel unde section 61 (except tha paragraph
(d) of the sad subsectio (2) shal apply asif it were not
expressdtobesubjedto subsectia (3) of the said section
64) and an appointmeh mace unde this sectia shal in
any cas cea® to hawe effed when the persm appointed
isnotified by the GovernorGeneréthat the circumstances
giving rise to his appointmenh have ceasd to exist.

(4) In the exerci® of the powers conferra on him by
this sectian the GovernorGenera shal act
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(@) inaccordancavith the adviceof the Prime
Ministerin relationto anappointmento be
temporarilyamemberof the Senaten place
of a Senato appoint@ in pursuane of
paragraplia) of subsectiorf2) of section61
ofthisConstitution;

(b) inaccordanewiththeadviceof theLeade of
theOppositionin relationto anappointment
to betemporarilyamemberof the Senaten
placeof aSenatoappointedn pursuancef
paragraph(b) of subsection(2) of the said
section;

(c) afterconsultatiorwith the Belize Advisory
Councilin anyothercase.

66.-(1) When the Senat first mees after any general
election and beforeit proceed to the despatd of any other
businessit shal eled a persa from amorg persors who
are not membes of either House to be Presiden of the
Senateand if the office of the Presidenfallsvacan at any
time before the dissolution of the Nationd Assembly the
Senat shal as som as practicabé eled anothe& persa in
like manne& from amoryg persors who are not membes of
eitherHouse to that office.

(2) When the Senat first mees after any general
election and beforeit proceed to the despatd of any other
busines exceft the election of the Presidentit shal elect
a Senatoy who is not a Minister, to be Vice-Presiden of
the Senateand if the office of Vice-Presidenfalls vacant
at any time before the next dissolution of the National
Asseembly, the Senaé shall as som as practicable elect
anothe Senato to tha office.

(3) The Presiden and the Vice-Presideh shal be
of or abowethe age of twenty-four yeais and the President

Presidert and
Vice-

President.

13 of 2008.

S.I. No. 34 ¢ 2010

13 of 2008.
S.I. No. 34 of 2010
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shal be electal from amorg persorswho are not members
of eithe House:

Providal tha apersa shal not be electal asPresident

if-
() heisnotacitizenof Belize;or
(i) heis apersondisqualifiedfor electionasa
membernf the Houseof Representativesy
virtue of section58(1) of thisConstitution.
130f 2008. (4) A persa shal vacae the office of Presidenor
S.I. No. 34 Vice- Presiden of the Senate

of 201Q

(@ inthecaseof aPresident

(i) uponanydissolutionof the National
Assembly;

(i) if heceasesobeacitizenof Belize;or

(i) if any circumstancearisswhichwould
caughimto bedisqualfiedfor election
as a membe of the House of
Representativeby virtue of section
58(1)of theConstitution;

(b) inthecaseoftheVice-President
(i) if heceasesobeaSenatorpr
(i) if heisappointedo beaMinister.
(5) (a) If, by virtue of section 64 (3) of this
ConstitutionthePresidenor theVice-Presidenisrequired

to ceag to perfom his functions as a Senato he shal also
ceagtoperfomhisfunctionsasPresidenor Vice-President,
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asthecaemay be, andthosefunctiorsshall until hevacates
his sed in the Senaé or resume the performane of the
functions of his office, be performed

(i) in the caseof the Presidentby the Vice-
Presidenor,if theoffice of Vice-Presidents
vacantby sud Senato(nat beingaMinister)
astheSenatanayelectfor thepurpose;

(i) in the caseof the Vice-Presidentby such
Senatornot beingaMinister) asthe Senate
mayelectfor thepurpose.

(b) If the Presidenor Vice-Presdent resumea the
performaneof hisfunctionsas Senatoyinaccordanewith
theprovisiorsof sectian 64 (3) of thisConstitution heshall
also resune the performane of his functions as President
or Vice-Presidentas the cae may be.

67.-(1) Thereshal beaClerk tothe Nationd Assembly
(who shal bethe Clerk to both House$ and aDeputy Clerk
and sud othe assistardg as may be necessary.

(2) The Nationd Assemby may by law regulaethe
recruitmen and theconditiors of servieof persosreferred
to in subsectia (1).

Powersand Procedure

68. Subjed to the provisiors of this Constitution the
Nationd Assemby may makelawsfor the peaceorde and
goad governmen of Belize.

69.-(1) The Nationd Assemby may alter any of the
provisiors of this Constitutian in the manne specified in
the following provisiors of this section.

Clerk to
Houses of
National
Assembly.

26 of 1988.

Powe to make
laws.

Alteration of
Constitution.
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Scheduk 2.

390of 2001.
13 of 2008.
S.I. No. 34
of 201Q

(2) Until after the first genera electin held after
Independenc®ay a Bill to alter any of the provisiors of
this Constitution shal not be regarde as being passd by
the Nationd Assemby unless on its final readirg in each
House the Bill is supporte by the unanmous vote of all
membes of tha House.

(3) A BIll to alter this section Schedué 2 to this
Constitutionor any of the provisiors of this Constitution
specified in that Schedué shal not be regardel as being
passd by the House of Representativeunles on its final
readirg in the House the Bill is supportel by the votes of
notlessthanthreequartesof all themembesof theHouse.

(4) A Bill to alter any of the provisiors of this
Constitutionothe than those referred to in subsectia (3)
of thissection shal not beregardel as being passe by the
House of Representative@unles onitsfinal readirg in the
House the Bill is supportel by the votes of not less than
two-thirds of all the membes of the House.

(5) A Bill to alter any of the provisiors of this
Constitutionreferradtoinsubsectia (3) of thissectic shall
not be submittel to the GovernorGenera for his assent
unlestherehasbeea anintervd of not lessthan ninety days
betwee the introduction of the Bill in the House of
Representativeand thebeginnirg of theproceedinginthe
House on the secom readirg of the Bill.

(5A) Subjed to sectiors 78 and 79 of this
Constitution a Bill to alter any provision of patt Il of the
Constitutionshal not be regardel as being passe by the
Nationd Assemby unlessitissupporte by asimplemajority
of the Senate.

(6) (a) A Bill to alter any of the provisionsof this
Constitutionshal not be submittedto the GovernorGeneral
for assentunlessit is accompaniedy a certificateof the
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Speakesigned by him that the provisions of subsection (2),
(3) or (4) of thissectionasthecagemay be havebeencomplied
with.

(b) The certificate of the Speakerunder this
subsectio shal be conclusive tha the provisionsof
subsectior(2), (3) or (4) of this sectionasthecagmay be hawe
been compliedwith and shall not be enquiredinto by any
courtof law.

(©) In this subsectionreferencedo the Speaker
shall if the persm holding the office of Speakeris for any
reasonunableto perform the function®f hisoffice andno
otherpersonis performingthem, include referencedo the
DeputySpeaker.

(8) In this section referencs to altering this
Constitution or any provision thered include references

(@ torevokingit, with or withoutre-enactment
thered or themaking of different provisianin
lieuthereof;

(b) to modifying it, whether by omitting or
amending any of its provisions or inserting
additionalprovisiondn it or otherwiseand

(o) tosuspendingsoperationgor anyperiodor
terminatinganysuchsuspension.
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11 of 2011

Regulation of
procedure in
National

Assembly, etc.

Oath to be
taken by
members of
National
Assembly.

(9) For the removal of doubts, it is hereby declared
that the provisions of this section are-ialtlusive and
exhaustive and there is no other limitation, whether
substantive or procedural, on the power of the National
Assembly to alter this Constitution.

70-(1) Subjed to the provisiors of this Constitution,
ead House may make amerd or revoke Standirg Orders
for theregulationand orderly condud of itsown proceedings
and the dispatt of businessand the passing instituting
and numberirg of Bill s and the presentatia of the same
to the GovernorGeneré for assent.

(2) A Minister shal be permitted to addres the
House of which heis not amembea but shal hawe no vote
in that House.

71-(1) Excep for the purposes of enablirg thissection
to be complied with, no membe of eithe House shal sit
or vote therein or be entitled to receiw any salay or
emolumens in respet of his office until he has macde and
subscribd before that House the oath of allegiane and
office:

Providal that the election of a Speake and Deputy
Speake of the House of Representativeand the election
of a Presidehand Vice-Presideh of the Senaé may take
place before the membes of the House of Representatives
or of the Senate as the cae may be hawe made and
subscribd sud oath.

(2) If betwee the time when a persm becoms a
membe of the House of Representativeand thetimewhen
that House first mees thereafteya meetirg takes place of
any committee of tha House of which tha persm is a
membertha persa may, in orde to enabg him to attend
themeetirgand takepatt intheproceedingof thecommittee,
make and subscrile the oath before the Speake or, if the
Speake is absem from Belize or the office of Speake is
vacani before the Deputy Speaker and the making and
subscribimg of the oath in such manne shal suffice for all
the purpose of this section.
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(3) The provisiors of subsectia (2) of this section
shal appl in relation to apersam who becoma amember
of the Senag as they apply in relation to a persm who
becomse amembe of the House of Representativebut as
if references to the Speake and the Deputy Speake were
referencs to the Presidehand the Vice-President.

72-(1) The Speaker or in his absencethe Deputy
Speakeyor, if they areboth absentamembe of the House
of Representative(not being a Minister) electal by the
House for tha sitting shal presice at ead sitting of the
House.

(2) The President or in his absencgethe Vice-
Presidentor, if they are both absenta Senato (not being
aMinister) electal by the Senaéfor that sitting shal preside
at ead sitting of the Senate.

(3) Referencs in this sectian to circumstancsin
which the Speaker Deputy Speaker Presideh or Vice-
Presidenhis abseninclude referencsto circumstancsin
which the office of SpeakerDeputy SpeakerPresidehor
Vice-Presidenis vacant.

73-(1) Sawasotherwie providad in thisConstitution,
all questiors proposel for decisio in eithe House shall
be determinel by a majority of the votes of the members
thered presem and voting.

(2) A Speakeelecta from amorg persorswho are
membes of the House of Representativeor a President
electa from amorg persorswho are Senatos or amember
of eithe House presidirg in tha House shal hawe an
origind but not a castirg vote.

(3) A Speakerlectedfrom amongpersonsvho are
not memberof the Houseof Representativesr a President
electedrom amongpersonsvho arenot Senatorshallhave
no vote.

Presiding in
House of
Representatives
and Senate.

Voting.
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Freedom of
speech.

Validit y of

proceedings.

Quorum.

(4) If upon any questin before eithe House the
votes of the membes are equally divided the motion shall
be lost.

74. Without prejudicee to any provision macde by the
Nationd Assemby relating to the powers privileges and
immunities of the Senag or the House of Representatives
andthecommitteethereof or theprivilegesandimmunities
of the membes and officers of eithea House and of other
persors concernd in the busines of eithe House or the
committee thereof no civil or crimind proceeding may
beinstituted againg any membe of either House for words
spoken before or written in a repot to, either House or
a committes thered or by reasm of any matte or thing
brough by himtheren by petition, Bill , resolution motion
or otherwise.

75. A Houseshal not be disqualified for thetransaction
of busines by reasm of any vacang in the membership
thered (including any vacang not filled when the House
isfirst constitutel or is reconstitute at any time) and any
proceedingtherenshal bevalid notwithstandiigthat some
persam who was not entitled so to do sa and voted in the
House or otherwise took partt in the proceedings.

76-(1) If at any sitting of eithea House any membe of
the House who is presen draws the attentian of the person
presidirg at thesitting to theabseneof aquorun and after
sud intervd as may be prescribel in the Standirg Orders
of the House the persa presidirg at the sitting ascertains
that a quorum of the House is still not presentthe House
shal be adjourned.

(2) For the purposesof this section

(@ aquorumof the Houseof Representatives
shallconsisbf severmembersftheHouse;
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(b)

©

aquomumof theSenateshallconsisof three
Senators;

the personpresidingat the sitting of either
House shall not be includedin reckoning
whetherthere is a quorumof that House
present.

77-(1) A Bill othe thanamoney Bill may beintroduced  introduction
in eithe House A money Bill shal not be introducel in ~ °f Bills. etc.

the Senate.

(2) Excepontherecommendatioor withtheconsent
of theCabinetsignified by aMinister, neithe Houseshalt

(@)

(b)

procee with any Bill (including any
amendmenbaBill) which,intheopinionof
thepersa presidingmakesprovision for any
of thefollowing purposes

() forimposingorincreasingrreducing
orabolishinganytax;

(i) for imposingor increasinganycharge
ontherevenusor othe fundsof Belize
or for alteringarny sud chargeotherwise
thanbyreducingt; or

(i) forcompoundingrremittinganydebt
dueto Belize;

proceedupon any motion (including any

amendmento amotion)theeffectof which,

in theopinionof thepersompresidingwould

beto makeprovisionfor anyof thepurposes
aforesaidor
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Restriction on
powers of
Senakasto
money Bills.

Restriction on
powers of
Senakasto
Bill s other
than money
Bills.

390f 2001.
130of 2008.
S.I. No.34 of
2010

() receiveanypetitionwhich,in theopinionof
thepersorpresidingrequestshatprovision
bemadefor anyof thepurposesforesaid.

78-(1) If amoney Bill , having been passé by theHouse
of Representativeand sert tothe Senaé at leag onemonth
before the end of the sessionis not passed by the Senate
without amendmetwithin one month after itissert to that
House the Bill shall, unles the House of Representatives
otherwise resoles be presentd to the GovernorGeneral
for assehnotwithstandig that the Senaeéhasnot consented
to the Bill.

(2) There shal be endorsé on evely money Bill
when it is sert to the Senag the certificate of the Speaker
signed by him that it is a morey Bill ; and there shal be
endorsdonany money Bill tha ispresentdtothe Governor
Generé& for assehin pursuane of subsectio (1) of this
sectia the certificate of the Speake signed by him that it
isamoney Bill and that the provisiors of that subsection
havebeen complied with.

79-(1) If any Bill other than amoney Bill ispassé by
the House of Representativ&in two successig sessions
(whethe or nottheNationd Assemby isdissolvel between
those sessionsand having been sert to the Senatin each
of those sessios at leag one month before the end of the
sessionisrejectal by the Senagin ead of those sessions,
that Bill shall, on its rejectian for the seconl time by the
Senate unles the House of Representative otherwise
resoles, be presentd to the GovernorGenera for assent
notwithstandingtha the Senaé has not consentd to the
Bill:

Providedthattheforegoingprovisionsof this subsection
shallnot haveeffectunlessat leastsix monthshaveelapsed
betweenthe dateon which the Bill is passedy the House
of Representativeim thefirst sessiorandthe dateon which
it is passedvy the Housein the secondsession.
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(2) For thepurpossof thissecticmaBill that issent
to the Senaé from the House of Representativ@in any
sessio shal bedeeme to bethe sane Bill asaformer Bill
sert to the Senag in the precedimg sessia if, when it is
ser to the Senateit is identicd with the former Bill or
contairs only such amendmert as are certified by the
Speake to be necessarowingto thetimethat haselapsed
since the date of the former Bill or to represet any
amendmentsvhich have been made by the Senag in the
former Bill in the precedimgy session.

(3) The House of Representativemay, if it thinks
fit, onthe passagthroughtha Hous of aBill thatisdeemed
to be the sane Bill as a former Bill sert to the Senag in
the precedimy session sugges any amendmerg without
inserting the amendmergin the Bill, and if agree to by
the Senae the sad amendmerg shal be treatal as
amendmergmacdeby the Senatand agreel to by theHouse
of Representativedut the exerci® of this powe by the
Houseof Representativeshal not affed the operatiao of
this secton in the evert of the rejectian of the Bill in the
Senate.

(4) Thereshal beinsertelinarny Bil | that ispresented
to the GovernorGenerd for asseh in pursuane of this
section any amendmergthat are certified by the Speaker
to hawe been mace in the Bill by the Senag in the second
sessio and agreal to by the House of Representatives.

(5) There shal be endorsd on any Bill tha is
presentd to the GovernorGenerafor assehin pursuance
of this sectia the certificate of the Speake signed by him
tha the provisiorsof thissectiorhavwe been complied with.
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Provisions 80-(1) In sectiors 77, 78 and 79 of this Constitution,
| t' ti ~ - N - - - - - -

sectione77 78 N MOYNBEI O mears a public Bill, _vv_hlch, in t_he opinion

and 79. of the Speakercontairs only provisiors dealing with all

or any of the following matters namely the imposition,
repeal remission alteratian or regulatian of taxation the
imposition for the paymen of delt or othe financial
purposesof chages on public money or the variation or
repedof any sudchargesthegrart of money tothe Crown
orto any authority or personor the variation or revocation
of any sud grant the appropriation receipt custody,
investmentisswe or audt of accouns of public money the
raising or guarante of any loan or the repaymenthereof,
or theestablishmentlteration administratio or abolition
of any sinking fund provided in connectim with any such
loan; or subordina¢ mattesincidentd to any of the matters
aforesaigdandinthissubsectiotheexpressioaiit ax at i on o,
A d e,bitpoucbmomney and i | @ a@mnot include any
taxationimposeddelt incurred or money provided or loan
raised by any loca authority or body for locd purposes.

(2) For thepurpossof section 79 of thisConstitution,
a Bill shal be deemel to be rejectal by the Senae if-

(@ it is not passd by the Senae without
amendmentr

(b) itispassdbytheSenagwithanyamendment
which is not agreedto by the House of
Representatives.

(3) Wheneve the office of Speakeisvacart or the
Speakeisfor any reasm unabk to perfom any functions
conferral on him by sectian 78 or 79 of this Constitution
or subsectio (1) of this section that function may be
performel by the Deputy Speaker.

(4) A certificateof the SpeakeprtheDeputySpeaker
undersection78or 790f this Constitutiorshallbeconclusive
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for all purposesandshall not be questionedn any court of
law.

(5) Before giving any certificate unde sectian 78
or 79 of thisConstitution the Speakeor the Deputy Speaker,
as the cae may be, shal consut the Attorney-Generaor,
if theAttorney-Generalsabsenfromtheseabf Government,
sudhmembe of the Attorney-G e n esstaif bsthe Attorney
Genera may designa¢ for that purpose.

81.-(1) The powe of the Nationd Assemby to make wmode of
laws shal be exercisél by Bill s passé by the Senag and ~ exerciseof
. . . legislative
the House of Representative(or in the cass mentioned power.
in sectiors 78 and 79 of this Constitution by the House of

Representativgsnd assentdto by the GovernorGeneral.

(2) When aBill issubmittel to the GovernorGeneral
for asseh in accordane with the provisiors of this
Constitution he shal signify tha he asserd or tha he
withholds assenhthereto.

(3) Whenthe GovernorGenerdassendto aBill that
hasbeen submittelto himinaccordanewiththeprovisions
of this Constitution the Bill shal becone law and the
GovernorGenerashal thereupom cau®it to be published
in the Gazete as law.

(4) No law mace by the Nationd Assemby shall
come into operatia until it has beean assentd to by the
GovernorGenerabut the Nationd Assemby may postpone
the coming into operatia of any suc law and may make
laws with retrospectie effect.

(5) All laws mack by the Nationd Assemby shall
bestyledfi Act s O.

82-(1) Inevely Bill presentdtotheGovernorGeneral  words of
for assentothe than a Bill presentd unde section 78 or ~ enactment.
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Sessioms of
Legislature,
etc.

79 of this Constitution the words of enactmehnshal be as
follows:-

i Bit enactedby and with the advice and consent
of the House of Representative@and the Senag of

Belizeand by theauthority of thesameasf ol | ows :

(2) Inevew Bill presentd tothe GovernorGeneral
for assehunde sectian 78 or 79 of this Constitution the
words of enactmehshal be as follows:-

A Bit enactedby and with the advice and consem of
the House of Representativeof Belizein accordane with
the provisiors of sectian 78 (or section 79, asthe cae may
be) of the Constitution and by the authority of the same,
asfollows:-0

(3) Any alteration of the words of enactmenof a
Bill madein consequeneof the provisiorsof thepreceding
subsectia shal not be deemel to be an amendmenof the
Bill.

83-(1) Thereshal beasessioof theNationd Assembly
at leag oncein evely year, and ead sessio shal be held
at such place within Belize and shal begn at suc time
(not being later than six monthsfromtheend of the preceding
sessioif theNationd Assemby hasbeenproroguel or four
monthsfromtheend of thesessimif theNationd Assembly
has been dissolved asthe GovernorGeneréashal appoint
by proclamatim publishal in the Gazette.

(2) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof subsectia (1) of this
sectionthesittingsof eadiHouseshal beheld at suchtime
and place as tha House may, by its Standirg Orders or
otherwisedetermine:

Providedthat the first sitting of eachHouse after the
Nationd Assemby hasat any timebeean proroguel or dissolved
shall beginat the sametime.

0
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84 -(1) TheGovernorGeneramay at any timeprorogue Prorogation
; ; d dissoluti
or dissolwe the Nationd Assembly. o Le'gﬁ:g;‘u'r‘;”
(2) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof subsectia (3) of this
sectio the Nationd Assembly unles soone dissolved,
shal continwefor fiveyeaisfrom the date of thefirst sitting
of the House of Representativeafter any dissolution and
shal then stard dissolved.

(3) At any time when Belizeis at war, the National
Assemby may by law exterd the period of five years
specified in subsectia (2) of thissection for not morethan
twelve months at a time:

Providal that the lif e of the Nationd Assemby shall
not be extende unde this subsectia for more than two
years.

(4) In the exerci® of his powess to dissolwe the
Nationd Assembly the GovernorGenerd shal ad in
accordane with the advice of the Prime Minister:

Providal that

(@ ifthePrimeMinister advisesadissolutiomand
the GovernorGeneral,acting in his own
deliberaé judgment consides tha the
Governmentof Belize can be carried on
without a dissolutionandthat a dissolution
would not be in the interestsof deliberate
judgment,refuseto dissolvethe National
Assembly;

(b) if a resolutiom of no confiden@ in the
Governmeh is passd by the Hous of
RepresentativeandthePrimeMinisterdoes
notwithin severdayseitherresignor advise
adissolutionthe GovernorGeneralacting
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General
electiors, by-
elections,and
appointment of
Senators.

inhisowndeliberagjudgmentmay dissolve
theNationalAssemblyand

(¢) actng in his own deliberaé judgment
considesthat therisno prospetof hisbeing
able within a reasonabldime to makear
appointmentto that office, the Governor
Generéshal dissoletheNationd Assembly

(5) If, betwea adissolutian of theNationd Assembly
and the next ensuirg generé election of membes of the
Hous of Representativesan emergenyg arises of suth a
natue that in the opinion of the Prime Minister, it is
necessar for the two Houses or eithe of them to be
summone before tha generé election can be held, the
GovernorGenerdmay, by proclamatiom publishel in the
Gazettesumman thetwo Houses of the precedirg National
Assemblyand that Nationd Assemby shal thereupm be
deemel (excep for the purpose of sectilm 85 of this
Constitutior) not to have beendissolveal but shal bedeemed
(excep as aforesaid to be dissolval on the date on which
the polls are held in the next ensuirg genera election.

(6) During the period betwea the dissolution of the
Nationd Assemby andtheappointmenhof aPrimeMinister
after a genera election the governmen of Belize shall
continwe to be administerd by the Prime Minister and the
othe Ministers and Ministers of Stateof the Government.

85-(1) A generaelectin of membes of the House of
Representativeshal be held at sudh time within three
montls after every dissolutian of the Nationd Assembly
as the GovernorGeneral acting in accordane with the
advice of the Prime Minister, shal appoint.

(2) Assomaspracticabéafter every generdelection,
the GovernorGeneréshal procee unde sectian 61 of this
Constitution to the appointmeh of Senators.
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(3) Where the sed of a membe of the House of
Representativesr a Senato falls vacar otherwise than by
reasm of a dissolutian of the Nationd Assembly

(@ if thevacantseats thatof amemberof the
Houseaby-electionshallbeheld;or

(b) if the vacantseatis that of a Senator,an
appointmenshallbemade,

tofil | thevacany withinthreemontrsof theoccurrene of
thevacancynlesgheNationalAssemblyissoonedissolved.

86.-(1) Any question whether

(@ any personhasbeenvalidly electedas a
memberof the Houseof Representativesr
validly appointechsa Senator;

(b) anymembenftheHouseof Representatives

or Senatohasvacatedisseabrisrequired,
underthe provisionsof section59 (3) or
sectiorb4(3) of thisConsttution, to ceasdo
exerciseanyof hisfunctionsasamembeiof
theHouseof RepresentativesrasaSenator;
or

(o) arnypersmhasbeavalidly electelasSpeaker
of theHouseof Representatives President

of the Senatdrom amongpersonsvho are

not membesof theHouseof Representatives

or Senatorsor, havingbeensoelected has
vacatedheoffice of Speakeorof President,

shal be determine by the Suprene Coutt in accordance

with the provisiors of any law.

Determination
of questiors as
to membership
of National
Assembly.
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Unqualified
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or voting.

2 of 2001
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Boundaries
Commission.
26 of 1988

(2) Proceedingfor thedeterminatio of any question
referredtointheprecedim subsectiashal not beinstituted
except with the leawe of a justice of the Suprene Court.

(3) No appeéshal liefromthedecisian of ajustice
of the Suprene Coutt grantirg or refusing leaveto institute
proceedingin accordane with the precediry subsection.

87.-(1) Any persa who sits or votes in eithe House
knowing or having reasonald caus for knowing that he
is not entitled to do so shal be liable to a penaly not
exceedig five hundreal dollars or such othe sum as may
hereafer be prescribe by the Speake and the President,
for evely day he so sits or votes in that House.

(2) The penaly referred to in subsectia (1) shall
be recoveralg by action in the Suprene Coutt at the suit
of the Attorney-General.

88-(1) There shall be an Electiors and Boundaries
Commissionwhich shal consig of a Chairman and four
otha membes who shal be persors of integrity and high
nationd standing.

(2) The chairman and two othe membes of the
Electiors and Boundaris Commissim shal be appointed
by the GovernorGenera) acting in accordane with the
advice of the Prime Minister given after consultatian with
the Leade of the Oppositionand theremainirgtwo members
shal be appointel by the GovernorGeneral acting in
accordanewiththeadvice of the PrimeMinister givenwith
the concurrene of the Leade of the Opposition:

Providal that in the proces of consultatian with the
LeaderoftheOppositiorfor theappointmendftheChairman,
the Prime Minister shal use his bed endevourss to secure
the agreemenof the Leade of the Opposition.
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(3) No persa shal be qualified to be appointa as
a membe of the Commissia if he is a membe of the
Nationd Assemby or if heholdsor isactingin any public
office.

(4) If any membe of the Commissim diesor resigns,
the GovernorGeneré shal appoirt anothe persm in his
place in the sanme manne in which such membe was
appointed.

(5) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof thissectiontheoffice
of a membe of the Commissia shal becone vacant

(@ attheexpirationoffive yeardromthedateof
hisappointmentor

(b) if anycircumstancearisethat,if hewerenot
amemberof the Commissionwould cause
him to be disqualifiedfor appointmentas
such.

(6) A membe of the Commissim may be removed
from office only for inability to perfom the functions of
his office (whethe arising from infirmity of mind or body
or from any othe causé or for misbehaviourand shal not
be so removel excep in accordane with the provisions
of this section.

(7) A membe of the Commissim shal beremoved
from office by the GovernorGenerdif the questio of the
removd of tha membe from office has been referred to
the Belize Advisory Councl in accordace with the next
following subsectia and the Belize Advisory Councl has
advisal the GovernorGeneratha the membe ough to be
removal from office for inability as aforesad or for
misbehaviour.
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(8) If the Prime Minister represerdgto the Governor
Generd tha the question of removing a membe of the
Commissim unde this section ough to be investigated,
then

(@ theGovernorGenerashal referthematte to
the Belize Advisory Councilwhich shallsit
asatribund inthemanne providedinsection
54 0f thisConstitution;and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shall enquire
intothematterandreportonthefactsthereof
to the GovernorGenerh armd advie the
GovernorGeneralwhetherthat memberof
the Commissionshouldbe removedunder
thissection.

(9) If the question of removing a membe of the
Commissionfrom office has been referrel to the Belize
Advisory Councl unde the precediy subsection the
GovernorGeneramaysuspendhememlerfrom performing
the functions of his office, and any sud suspensio may
at any time be revokel by the GovernorGeneraand shall
in any cae cea® to hawe effed if the Belize Advisory
Councl advises the GovernorGenera tha the member
shoul not be removel from office.

(10) If the office of a membe of the Commission
isvacan or amembe is for any reasm unabk to perform
the functions of his office, the GovernorGenerd may
appoirt anothe persom in the sane manne in which
such membe was appointed to ad as a membe of the
Commissionand any persa so appointa& shall, subjed to
the provisiors of subsection (6), (7), (8) and (9) of this
sectioncontinweto ad until heisnotified by the Governor
Gener&tha thecircumstancegivingrisetotheappointment
have ceasd to exist.
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(11) A membe of the Commissim shal not enter
upon the duties of his office unles he has taken and
subscribd the oath of allegiane and office.

(12) TheCommissiam may regulaeitsownprocedure
and with the approva of the GovernorGener given in
accordane with the advice of the Prime Minister, confer
powesls or impo<se duties on any public officer or authority
of the Governmenfor the purpo of the discharg of its
functions.

(13) The Commissim shal be responsibé for the
direction and supervisim of the registration of voters and
thecondud of electionsreferenéand all mattesconnected
therewith.

(14) Intheexerci®of itsfunctions the Commission
shal not be subjed to the direction or contrd of any other
persa or authority and shall, subjed to the provisiors of
thisConstitution ad inaccordanewiththeRepresentation cap. 9.
of thePeopeAct or any othe law, ruleor regulatinrelating
to elections.

89-(1) For the purposs of the election of membes of El'flgg;as'
the House of Representative®Belize shal be divided into 5 51975

thirty-one electora divisions thenames and boundaris of Eﬁ;- 9.

which are set out in Schedué 1 to the Representatio of  schedule.
the Peopé Act. éSI OLiogi .

2010

(2) Eadh electora division shal be represente in
the House of Representativeby one electal member.

90-(1) TheElectiorsand Boundaris Commissim shall, 'e"lgrc‘“ﬁf;“
afterconsideringhedistributionof thepopulatiorthroughout divisions.
Belize, makeproposasfromtimetotimefor dividingBelize =~ 2601988

into electord divisions in sud a way that
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26 of 1988.
2 0of 1978

(@) eaclelectorativisionshallhaveasnearlyas
may beanequdnumbe of persorseligibleto
vote;

(b) thetotd numbe of electoradivisionsshal be
notlessthantwenty-eight.

(2) Infixingtheboundaresof electoradivisionsthe
Commissim shal hawe regad to the transpot and other
facilities of the division, and to its physicd features.

(3) Theproposasof the Commissim mack pursuant
to this section shal be laid before the Nationd Assembly
by the Chairman of the Commission and the electoral
divisions specified inthose proposas shal bethe electoral
divisions of Belize for the purposes of any law for thetime
being in force relating to the election of membes of the
House of Representaties when and shal not be such
electord divisions until, enactel as law by the National
Assembly.

(4) WhentheElectiorsand BoundarisCommission
consides it necessarto increa® the numbe of electoral
divisionsasspecifiedn subsectioril), it shall makeproposals
to the Nationd Assembly and the Nationd Assemby may
enad a law to give effed to sud proposals with such
amendmergand modificatiorsasmay seen appropriaéto
the Nationd Assembly.

91. Any redivision of electorad divisions effecta in
accordane with section 90 of this Constitution shall, in
respet of the electicn of membes of the House of
Representativesome into operatio at the next general
election held after sudh redivision and not earlier.

92. At any generd election
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(@) every citizenof Belize or a citizen of any
CommonwealthCountry who has attained
theageof eighte@ yeasandwho satisfiesthe
requirementf the Representatioof the cAp.o.
PeopleAct shallhavetherightto vote;

(b) nopersorshallbeentitiedto morethanone
vote;and

(c) votesshallbecastin asecreballot.

93. Subjedtotheprovisiorsof sectiors88t092inclusive  condua of
of this Constitution the provisiors of the Representation g'gﬂ‘;@%etc
of the Peopk Act shal apply to the franchise registration car. o.
of voters theadministratiao of theelectorasystemoffences
relating to the electord sygem, the condud of elections,

and all mattes connectd therewith.

PART VII
TheJudiciary

93A.-(1) There shal be establishd in ead judicial wmagistracy.
district of Belize afi S u myndunisdiction Courtd which ~ 230f 2005.
shal haveand exercigcriminad jurisdiction,andaifi Di st r i ct
Cour which shal hawe and exerci® civil jurisdiction.

(2) The powea and jurisdiction of a Summary
Jurisdiction Court and aDistrict Coutt shal besuchasmay
from timeto time be prescribe by the Nationd Assembly
by alaw mack in tha behalf.

(3) A magistrae shal be appointel by the Judicial
and Legd Servicss Commissim and shall, subjed¢ to any
law passd by theNationd Assemblybeaqualified attorney
at-law.
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Court and
Court of
Appeal.

The Supreme
Court.

2 of 2001.

(4) A magistrae who is aqualified attorneyat-law
shal havwesecuriy of tenueand subjedtoany compulsory
retiremen age for public officers, may be removel from
officeonly for inability to perform thefunctionsof hisoffice
(whethe arising from infirmity of mind or body or from
any othe cause or for misbehaviour.

94.Thereshallbefor BelizeaSupremeourtof Judicature
and a Coutt of Appeal.

95-(1) TheSuprene Coutt shal hawe unlimited original
jurisdiction to hea and determire any civil or criminal
proceedingunde any law and sudhjurisdictionand powers
as may be conferrel on it by this Constitutian or any other
law:

Provided that the Suprene Court shal not have
jurisdictionto hea and determire any application mace by
apersamsentencdtodeahunde any law after theexpiration
of one yea from the passim of the sentence.

(2) Thejustices of the Supreng Court shal bethe Chief
Justieand such numbe of othe justices asmay from time
to time be prescribel by the Nationd Assembly:

Providad that theofficeof ajusticeshal not beabolished
while there is a substantie holde thereof.

(3) The Suprene Coutt shal be asuperia coutt of
recod and sawe as otherwis provided by any law, shall
hawe all the powers of sudch a court.

(4) The Suprene Coutt shal sit in sud places as
the Chief Justie may appoint



CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

103

96.-(1) Subjectotheprovisiorsof sectiors33(2), 34(4),
54(18) 69(6), 80(4) and 123(3 of this Constitution where
any questio asto the interpretatio of this Constitution or
the interpretatio or application of the Treaty (as defined
in section 131 of this Constitutior) arises in any coutt of
law establishd for Belize (other than the Suprene Court
or the Court of Appeal) and the coutt is of the opinion that
thequestiminvolvesasubstantibquestia of law, thecourt
shal refer the questia to the Suprene Court.

(2) Where any questia is referred to the Supreme

Couttinpursuaneof thissectionthe Suprene Coutt shall,
subjed to subsectio (3) below, giveits decisian upon the
qguestion and the coutt in which the question aros shall
dispo® of the case in accordane with that decisia or, if
thedecisimisthesubjed of an appeatothe Court of Appeal
or the Caribbea Court of Justice in accordane with the
decisian of the Coutt of Apped or, asthe cae may be, the
Caribbea Cour of Justice.

(3) WheretheSuprene Coutt or the Coutt of Appeal
is seisel of an isswe the resolution of which involves a
guestian concernimg the interpretatian or applicatian of the
Treaty, the Suprene Court or the Court of Appeal as the
cae may be shall if it consides that a decisian on the
guestiomisnecessarto enabkit to deliver judgmentrefer
the question to the Caribbea Count of Justie for
determinatio before delivering judgment.

97-(1) The Chigf Justie shal be appointel by the
GovernorGeneralacting in accordane with the advice of
the Prime Minister given after consultation with the Leader
of the Opposition.

(2) Justices of the Suprene Coutt othe than the
Chief Justie shal be appointed by the GovernorGeneral,
acting in accordane with the advice of the Judicid and

Referral of
certain
guestiors to
the Supreme
Court and the
Caribbean
Court of
Justice.

2 of 2001.

13 of 2008.

S.I. No. 34 of 2010

4 of 2010.
S.I. No. 41 of
2010.

Appointment
of Justices of
Supreme
Court.
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Legd Servicess Commissim and with the concurrene of
the Prime Minister given after consultatio with the Leader
of the Opposition.

(3) A persa shall not be qualified to be appointed
as a justice of the Suprene Court unless

(@ heis qualifiedto practiseasanattorneyat-
law in acourtin Belizeor asanadvocaten a
courtin anyotherpartof theCommonwealth
havingunlimitedjurisdictioneitherincivil or
criminalcausesrmattersand

(b) hehasbeenqualified for not lessthanfive
yearssoto practisan suchacourt.

(4) If theofficeof Chief Justieisvacart or theChief
Justieisfor any reasm including hisabsene from Belize
unabk to exerci® the functions of his office, then until
apersao hasbeen appointel to and hasassumdthefunctions
of that office or until the persa holding that office has
resumel those functions as the case may be, they shal be
exercisel by the justice othe than the Chief Justice or if
there be more than one then by sud one of the justices as
may for the time being be designatd in tha behaf by the
GovernorGenera) acting in the manne prescribe in
subsectia (1) of this section.

(5) If the office of any justice other than the Chief
Justie is vacar or if any sud justice is appointel to act
as Chief Justie or is for any reasm unabk to perform the
functions of his office or if the Chief Justie advises the
GovernorGenerathat the stae of businesinthe Supreme
Court so requires the GovernorGeneral acting in the
manne prescribel in subsectio (2) of this section may
appoirtaperssmmwhoisqualifiedtobeappointel asajustice
of the Suprene Court to ad as a justice of that court:
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Providedhatapersormayactasajusticenotwithstanding 2 of 2001.
that he has attainal the age of sixty-five years.

(6) Any persa appointel unde subsectia (5) of
thissectiontoad asajusticeshall, subjed tothe provisions
of subsection(4) and (6) of sectian 98 of thisConstitution,
continwe to ad for the periad of his appointmenor, if no
sud periad is specified until his appointmenis revoked
by the GovernorGeneral:

Providal that, notwithstandirg the expiratian of the
periad of his appointmen or the revocation of his
appointmenthe may thereafte continueto ad asajustice
for so long as may be necessar to enabk him to deliver
judgmert or todo any othe thinginrelationto proceedings
that were commencd before him previousy thereto.

98-(1) Subjectothefollowingprovisiorsof thissection, Tenure of

a justice of the Suprene Coutt shal hold office until he ~ 9fice of -

attairs the age of sixty-five years: Supreme
Court.
. 26 of 1988.
Providel that 2 of 2001.

(@ hemayatanytimeresignhisoffice;and
(b) theGovernorGeneral

(i) inthecasof theChief Justiceactingin
accordanewiththeadviceof thePrime
Minister givenafter consultationwith
theLeaderof theOpposition;and

(i) inthecaseof aJusticeof the Supreme
Cour othe thanthe Chid Justiceacting
in accordancevith the adviceof the
Judicid ard Legd ServicsCommission
andwith theconcurrencef thePrime
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2 of 2001

39 of 2001

39 of 2001.

Minister given after consultationwith the Leaderof
theOpposition,

may appoint a personover the age of sixty-five yearsas
Chief Justiceof the SupremeCourt, or maypermita Justice
who attainstheageof sixty- five yearsto continuein office,
until, in either casesuchpersonhasattainedany later age
not exceedingeventyfive years.

(2) Notwithstandimg that he has attainel the age at
which heisrequired by or unde this sectia to vacat his
office, apersa holding theoffice of ajustice of the Supreme
Coutt may continwein officefor so long after attainirg that
age as may be necessarto enabk himto deliver judgment
or todo any other thinginrelation to proceedingthat were
commencd before him before he attainal that age.

(3) A justice of the Suprene Coutt may beremoved
from office only for inability to perform the functions of
his office (whethe arising from infirmity of body or mind
or from any othe caus¢ or for misbehaviourand shal not
be so removel excep in accordane with the provisions
of this section.

(4) A justice of the Suprene Court may beremoved
from office if the questio of his removad from office for
inability to perfom the functions of his office or for
misbehaviou has been referral to the Judicid and Legal
Services Commissim inwriting and the Judicid and Legal
Servicess Commission after considerirg the matter,
recommendinwriting to the Belize Advisory Councl that
the question of remova ouglt to be investigated.

(5) For the purpo= of investigatirg the questia of
the remova of a Justie of the Suprene Coutt referrel to
itinsubsectia (4), theBelize Advisory Councl shall-
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(@ sitasatribunalin the mannerprovidedin  390f 2001.
sectionb4 of thisConstitution;and

(b) enquirantothematterandreportonthefacts
thereofto the GovernorGeneralandadvise
theGovernorGeneralvhetheitheJusticeof
theSupremeCourtshouldberemovedrom
officein accordancwith thissection.

(6) If the questian of removing a justice of the
Suprene Coutt from office has been referrad to the Belize
Advisory Councl unde the precediy subsection the
GovernorGeneramay susped thejusticefrom performing
the functions of his office, and any sud suspensio may
at any time be revoked by the GovernorGenerdand shall
in any cae cea to hawe effed if the Belize Advisory
Councl advisesthe Goverror-Generathat thejusticeshould
not be removel from office.

(7) If the Belize Advisory Councl advises the 390f 2001.
GovernorGeneralthat the Justie of the Suprene Court
ough to beor not to beremovel from office, the Governor
Generéshal not notify the Justiein writing accordingly.

(8) The powe to remowe a Justie of the Supreme  390f 2001.
Coutt from office for inability to perform the functions of
his office or for misbehaviou veds in the Governor
Generalacting in accordane with this section.

99. A justice of the Suprene Coutt shal not ente upon  oath to be
the duties of his office unless he has taken and subscribed Si‘fset::fgof
the oath of allegian® and office. Supreme

Court.

100-(1) TheCoutt of Apped shal havesudjurisdiction  appeals to
and powerss to hea and determire appeas in civil and Courtsof

L. . . . . A .
crimind mattesasmay beconferrel onit by thisConstitution Pes
or any othe law.
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Appointment
of Justices of
Appeal.

13 of 2008.
S.I. No. 34
of 2010

(2) The Judges of the Court of Apped (hereinafter
referreltoasfi J u sof A g  €) shhl beaPresidenhand
sud numbe of othe Justices as may be prescribel by the
Nationd Assembly:

Providel tha the office of Justie of Apped shal not
beabolishelwhilethereisasubstantieholde of tha office.

(3) The Court of Apped shal be a superio court
of recod and saw asotherwise provided by any law, shall
hawe all the powels of sud a court.

(4) The Coutt of Apped shal sit in sud places as
the Presideh may appoint.

101-(1) The Justice of Apped shal be appointal by
the GovernorGeneralactinginaccordanewiththeadvice
of the Prime Minister given after consultation with the
Leade of the Oppositionfor sud period asmay be specified
in the instrumen of appointment

Providedhatwherenoperiodis specifiedn aninstrument
of appointmentsud appointmenshal bedeeme to subsist
until-

130f208. (@) in thecaseof aninstrumentof appointment
existingatthedateof commencemeruf the
BelizeConstitution (SixthAmendmenfAct,
2008i oneyearaftersuchcommencement;

130f 208. (b) in thecaseof aninstrumentof appintment

iIssuedafterthecommencemerdf theBelize
Constitution (Sixth AmendmentAct, 20081
one year after the date of issue of such
instrument.
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(2) A persa shal not be qualified to be appointed
as a Justie of Apped unles either

(@ heholdsorhasheldoffice asjudgeof acourt
having unlimited jurisdiction in civil and
crimina mattes in some part of the
Commonwealt or acoutt havingjurisdiction
in appealgrom anysuchcourt;or

(b) heis qualified to practiseasan attorneyat-
lawin acourtin Belizeor asanadvocaten a
courtin anyotherpartof theCommonwealth
havingunlimitedjurisdictionineithe civil or
criminal causeor mattersandhasbeenso
qualifiedfor notlessthanfift eenyears.

(3) Any powe exercisabg by a single Justie of
Apped may, at any time when there is no sud Justice
presemin Belize and able to perform the functions of his
office, be exercisé by a justice of the Suprene Coutt as
if that justice were a Justie of Appeal.

(4) If the office of the Presidehis vacan or he is
for any reasm unabkto perfomthefunctionsof hisoffice,
then until some othe persm has been appointa to or has
been appointel to ad in, and has assumd the functions of
that office, or until the Presidebhasresume thosfunctions,
as the cae may be, those functions shal be performel by
sud one of the othe Justices of Apped as the Governor
Generalacting in accordane with the advice of the Prime
Minister given after consultatimm with the Leade of the
Opposition may appoirt for that purpose.

(5) If the office of a Justie of Apped othe than
the Presidehisvacant or if any sudh Justie is appointed
toad asthePresidentor isfor any reasm unabkto perform
the functions of his office, the GovernorGenera) acting
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Tenure of
office of
Justicesof
Appeal.

13 0of 2008.
S.I. No. 34
of 2010Q

390of 2001.

39 of 2001.

in accordane with the advice of the Prime Minister given
after consultation with the Leade of the Opposition may
appoirt apersm possessig suc legd qualificatiors and
experieneashe, after consultatiomwith the Presidentmay
deam appropriaé to be temporariy a Justie of Appeal.

(6) Any persa appointel unde subsectia (5) of
thissectian to betemporarily aJustie of Apped shal hold
office until his appointmenis revoked by the Governor
General.

102-(1) Subjec to the following provisiors of this
sectiontheofficeof aJustieof Apped shal beconevacant
upon the expiratian of the period of hisappointmento that
office or if he resigrs his office:

Providedhatwherenoperiodis specifiedn aninstrument
of appointmentthe office of a Justie of Appeal shall
becone vacarn upon the expiry of the periad specifiel in
the Proviso to subsectia (1) of secticn 101.

(2) A Justieof Apped may beremovel from office
only for inability to discharg the functions of his office
(whethe arisingfrominfirmity of body or mind or any other
causé or for misbehaviourand shal not be so removed
except in accordane with the provisiors of this section.

(3) A Justieof theCoutt of Apped may beremoved
from office if the questio of his removd from office for
inability to perform the functions of his office or for
misbehaviou has been referrel to the Judicid and Legal
Services Commissim inwriting and the Judicid and Legal
Servicss Commission after considerig the matter,
recommendinwritingto the Belize Advisory Councl that
the question of remova ought to be investigated.

(4) Forthepurposef investigatinghequestiorof the
removalof aJusticeof theCourtof Appealreferredoit under
subsectiorn(3), the Belize Advisory Council shall:-
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(@) sitasatribunalin the mannerprovidedin
sectionb4 of this Constitution;and

(b) enquirantothematterandreportonthefacts
thereofto the GovernorGenerakindadvise
theGovernorGeneal whetheitheJusticeof
theCourtof Appealshouldoeremovedrom
officein accordancwith thissection.

(5) If the questian of removirng a Justie of Appeal
from officehasbeenreferraltothe Belize Advisory Council
unde theprecedig subseabn, the GovernorGeneramay
susped the Justie from performing the functions of his
office, and any sud suspensinmay at any timeberevoked
by the GovernorGenerdandshal inany caceagtohave
effea if theBelize Advisory Councl advisesthe Governor
Generathat the Justie@should not beremovel from office.

(6) If the Belize Advisory Councl advises the
GovernorGeneraltha the justice of the Court of Appeal
ough to be or not to beremovel from office, the Governor
Genera shal notify the Justie in writing accordingly.

(7) The powe to remowe a Justie of the Court of
Apped from office for inability to perform the functions
of his office or for misbehaviou vess in the Governor
Genera) acting in accordane with this secton.

103 A Justie of Apped shal not ente upon the duties
of his office unles he has taken and subscribe the oath
of allegian@ and office.

104-(1) Anappedshal liefromfinal decisiorsof theCourt
of Appealto the CaribbearCourtof Justiceasof right in the
following cases

(@ incivil proceedingwherethematteindispute
onappeatotheCaribbearCourtof Justicas

390f 2001

39 of 2001

Oath to be
taken by
Justicesof
Appeal.

Appeals to the
Caribbean
Court of
Justice.

4 of 2010.

S.I. No. 41 of
2010.
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(b)

(©

(d)

€)

(f)

of thevalueof notlessthan$18,25Q0or suct
otheramountas may be prescribedoy the
National Assembly),or where the appea
involvesdirectly or indirectly a claim or a
guestiorrespeadng propertyor aright of the
aforesailvalue;

in proceeding for the dissolutin or
nullificationof marriage;

in any civil or criminal proceedingsvhich
involve aquestionasto theinterpretatiorof
thisConstitution;

in respecof amattemwherethis Constitutior
expresslyprovidesfor an appealfrom the
decisionof theCourtof Appeal;

in any proceedingshat areconcernedvith
theexercigof thejurisdictionconferre& upor
theSupremeCourtrelatingto redresgor the
contraventio of the provisiors of this
Constitution for the protection of fundamentze
rights;and

in respectof any other matteras may be
prescribedy law.

(2) An appeé shal lie to the Caribbea Coutt of
Justie with leawe of the Coutt of Apped from decisions
of the Coutt of Apped in the following case-

@

final decisiorsinany civil proceedingwhere,
in the opinion of the Court of Appeal,the
guestiorinvolvedin theappeals onethatby
reasmof itsgred generdor publicimportance
or otherwise,oughtto be submittedto the
CaribbearCourtof Justiceand



CAP. 4] Belize Constitution

113

(b) suchothercasessmaybeprescribedythe
NationalAssemblyby law.

(3) Subjedtosubsection(l) and (2), anappedshall
lieto the Caribbea Court of Justie with the specidleave
of that Couit from any decisia of the Coutt of Apped in
any civil or crimina matter.

(4) Nothing in this section shal apply to mattesin
relation to which the decisia of the Coutt of Apped was,

at thetime of thecommencemerof the Belize Constitution 4 of 2010.

(Sevenh Amendmeny Act, 2010, declaral to be final by
any law.

(5) TheCaribbea Cout of Justie@shall, inrelation
to any appedto it inany case haweall the jurisdiction and
powers possesskin relation to the case by the Coutt of
Appeal.

(6) In the exerci® of its appellag jurisdiction, the
Caribbea Coutt of Justieisasuperia coutt of recod for
Belize, with sud jurisdiction and powers as are conferred
onit by the Agreememor by this Constitutian or any other
law.

(7) The provisiors of this sectia shal not affect
any proceeding pendirg before the Judicid Committee of
the Privy Councl immediatey before the commencement

of theBelize Constitution (Sevenh AmendmenitAct, 2010. 4 of 2010.

(8) For the purposs of this section proceedings
shal be treatal as pendirg where leawe to apped to the
Judicid Committes of the Privy Councl hasbeen granted.

(9) Any judgmern of the Judicid Committee of the
Privy Councl which at the date of commencemetof the
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4 of 2010. Belize Constitution (Sevenh Amendmen) Act, 2010 has
beengiven, but hasnot been satisfied may beenforcel after
the sad commencemetresif it had been ajudgmern of the
Caribbea Coutt of Justice.

(10) Subjed to the foregoirg provisiors of this
section the jurisdiction of Her Majesty in Councl to hear
appealsapplicatiors and petitions from Belize is hereby
abolishad and all referenceto i HreMajesy inCounci | 0
orthed Pty Caunciborthei J u d Camimdtee of the
Privy Councilo whereve occurring in this Constitutian or
inany other law, rule, regulation order or instrumerhaving
effed aspatt of thelaw of Belize, shal beread and construed
as referencs to the Caribbea Coutt of Justice.

4 of 2010. (1) If at any time after 1 day of June 201Q the
CaribbeanCoutt of Justie ceass to exig or ceass to
exercige its appellae jurisdiction, this section will
automaticaly cea® to apply and it will be open to the
Nationd Assemby to establit by law a final Coutt of
Apped for Belize ortodeclaeany othe regiond appellate
tribund to be the final Coutt of Apped for Belize.

PART VIII
SUB-PART |

ThePublic ServicesxCommission

Public 105-(1) There shal be establishd for Belize a Public
gim‘fsssion_ ServicsCommissim which shal consi¢ of aChairman and
26 of 1988. five othe members.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001. (2) TheChairmanard othe membesof theCommission

shal beappointelby theGovernorGeneralactinginaccordance
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with theadviceof thePrimeMinistergivenafterconsultation
with the Leaderof the Opposition.

(3) No persm shal be qualified to be appointe as
a membe of the Commissim if he is a membe of the
Nationd Assemby or, saw in respet of the ex officio
membersif he holds or is acting in any public office.

(4) A persm shall not, while he holds or is acting
in the office of a membe of the Commissim or within a
periad of two yeais commenciig from the date on which
helag held or actal inthat office, beeligiblefor appointment
to any public office.

(5) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof thissectiontheoffice
of amembe of the Commissiam shal becone vacant

(@ attheexpirationof threeyearsfrom thedate
of hisappointmenor sud earlie time, being
notlessthantwo yearsasmay bespecifialin
theinstrumembywhichhewasappointeglor

(b) if anycircumstancearisethat,if hewerenot
amemberof the Commissionwould cause
him to be disqualifiedfor appointmentas
such.

(6) A membe of the Commissim may be removed
from office only for inability to perform the functions of
his office (whethe arising from infirmity of mind or body
or from any othe causé or for misbehaviourand shal not
be so removea excep in accordane with the provisions
of this section.

(7) A membe of the Commissiam shal be removed
from office by the GovernorGenerdif the questio of the
removad of that membe from office has been referrad to

2 of 2001.
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the Belize Advisory Councl in accordane with the next
following subsectio and the Belize Advisory Councli has
advisal the GovernorGenera tha tha membe ought to
be removal from office for inability as aforesadl or for
misbehaviour.

(8) If the PrimeMinister representso the Governor
General that the questionof removing a member of the
Commissionunderthissectionoughtto beinvestigatedthen

(@ theGovernorGenerashal referthematte to
theBelize Advisory Councilwhich shallsit
asatribund inthemanne providedinsection
54 of thisConstitution;and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shall enquire
intothematterandreportonthefactsthereof
to the GovernorGenerh ard advie the
GovernorGeneralwhetherthat memberof
the Commissionshouldbe removedunder
thissection.

(9) If the questim of removing a membe of the
Commissionfrom office has been referral to the Belize
Advisory Councl unde the precediy subsection the
GovernorGeneramaysuspendhememberfrom performing
the functions of his office, and any sud suspensio may
at any time be revoked by the GovernorGenerdand shall
in any cae cea® to hawe effed if the Belize Advisory
Councl advises the GovernorGenera that the member
shoul not be removal from office.

(10) If the office of a membe of the Commission
isvacarn or amembe is for any reasm unabk to perform
thefunctiornsof hisoffice, theGovernorGenerdmay appoint
apersm who is qualified for appointmenhas a membe of
theCommissimto ad asamembe of theCommissionand
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any persa so appointel shall, subjed to the provisiors of
subsection (6), (7), (8) and (9) of this section continue
to ad until heis notified by the GovernorGeneréthat the
circumstance giving rise to the appointmehhawe ceased
to exist.

(11) A membe of the Commissiam shal not enter  2of 2001.
upon the duties of his office unles he has taken and
subscribd the oath of allegian® and office.

(12) The Commissim shall, in the exerci® of its
functions unde this Constitution not be subjed to the
direction or contrd of any othe persm or authority.

2 of 2001.

(13) The Commissimm may by regulation make 2of 2001.
provision for regulatirg and facilitating the performane of
its functions unde this Constitution.

(14) Subjed to the provisiors of this section the 2 f2001.
Commissim may regulat its own procedure.

(15) Any decisia of the Commissim shal require ;5001
the concurrene of a majority of all the membes thereof
and subjec toitsrulesof procedurethe Commissiom may
ad not withstandirg the abserme of any membe othe than
the Chairman:

Providel that in any matte before the Commission,
wherethevotesareequall divided, the Chairman shal have
a castirg vote in addition to his origind vote.

2 of 2001.

106-(1) The powe to appoirt persors to hold or act _
. . . . . . . Appointment,
inofficesin the public service other than the officesinthe e, of public
judicial andlegd servicesand the securiy servicesincluding ggic)cfelrgség
the powea to transfe or to confirm appointmentsand, 2 of2001.

subjedtotheprovisiorsof sectian 111 of thisConstitution,
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2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

the powe to exercidisciplinaly contrd over persorsand
the powe to remowe sud persors from office, shal vest
inthePublic ServicsCommissimestablishdinaccordance
with section 105(1) of this Constitution.

(2) Repealed.

(3) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof thisConstitution the
GovernorGeneralactingin accordanewith the advice of
the Minister or Ministersresponsibéfor the public service
given after consultatimwiththerecognisdrepresentatives
of the employes or othe persors or groups within the
public servieeasmay beconsiderd appropriatemay make
regulatiors on any matte relating to-

(@ theformulationof schemsforrecruitmemnto
thepublicservice;

(b) thedeterminatiornof a codeof conductfor
pubdicofficers;

(¢) thefixing of salariesandprivileges;

(d) theprinciplesgoverningthe promotionand
transfeiof publicofficers;

(6 measureto ensurdaiscipline,andto govern
thedismisshandretiremenof publicofficers,
includingtheproceduesto befollowed;

() theprocedurdor delegatiorof authorityby
andto publicofficers;and

() generallyfor themanagemerdandcontrolof
thepublicservice.

(4) The Public Services Commissiam shall, in the
exerci® of itsfunctionsunde thissedion, be governel by
regulatiors mack unde subsectio (2) of this section.
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(5) The Public Services Commissim may, by
directiors in writing and subjed to suc conditiors as it
thinks fit, delegaé any of its powers unde subsectio (1)
of thissectianto any oneor moremembesof theCommission
or, with the consen of the Prime Minister, to any public
officer.

(6) The provisiors of subsectia (1) of this section
shal not apply in relation to the following offices, that is
to say

(@ any office to which sectiom 107 of this
Constitutionapplies;

(b) theofficesof justiceof the SupremeCourt
andJusticeof Appeal;

() theoffice of Auditor-General;

(d) theofficeofDirectorof PublicProsecubns;
or

() any office to which section110B of this
Constitutionapplies.

(7) No persa shal be appointel unde this section
toortoadinany officeontheGovernorG e n espeasional
staff excep withthe concurreneof the GovernorGeneral,
ading in his own deliberae judgment.

107-(1) This sectionappliesto the offices of Solicitor
General Secretaryo the Cabinet FinancialSecretaryChief
Executive Officer, Commissionerof Police, Commandant,
Belize DefenceForce,CommandantBelize National Coast
GuardService Superintenderdf PrisonsAmbassadotligh
Commissioneor principd representatieof Belizeinany other

2 of 2001.

Appointment,

etc., of Chief
Executive

Officers and
certain other
officers.

26 0f 1988

2 of 2001.

13 of 2008.

S.I. No. 34 of 2010
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Director of
Public
Prosecutions.
26 of 1988.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

countryor accreditedo anyinternationalorganisationand,
subjectto theprovisionsof this Constitution anyotheroffice

designatedoy the GovernorGeneral,acting in accodance
with theadviceof thePrimeMinister givenafterconsultation
with the Public ServicesCommission.

(2) The powe to appoirt persors to hold or to act
inofficestowhichthissection applies(including thepower
to transfe or to confirm appointmeats) and subjed to the
provisiors of secticn 111 of this Constitution the power
to exerci® disciplinaly contrd over persors holding or
actinginsud officesand thepowe toremowesud persons
from office shal ved in the GovernorGenera) acting in
accordane with the advice of the Prime Minister.

108-(1) The Director of Public Prosecutions shal be
appointedby the GovernorGeneral acting in accordance
with theadviceoftheJudicialandLegalServicesCommission
and with the concurrene of the Prime Minister given after
consultation with the Leade of the Opposition.

(2) A persa shal not be qualified for appointment
tohold or ad intheofficeof Director of Public Prosecutions
unles he is qualified to be appointel as a justice of the
Suprene Court.

(3) If the office of Director of Public Prosecutions
is vacarn or if the holde of that office is for any reason
unabkto exercigthefunctionsof hisoffice the Governor
Generalactinginaccordanewiththeadviceof the Judicial
and Legd Services Commissiam and with the concurrence
of the Prime Minister given after consultatiom with the
Leade of the Opposition may appoirt a persa to ad as
Director.
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(4) A persmappointeltoad intheofficeof Director
of Public Prosecutios shall, subjed to the provisiors of
subsection (5), (7), (8) and (9) of this section ceag so
to act

(@ whenapersorisappointeltoholdthatoffice
andhasassumedhefunctionsthereofor, as
the case may be, when the person in whose
placsheisactingresumsthefunctiorsof that
office;or

(b) atsuchearliertime asmaybeprescribedy
thetermsof hisappointment.

(5) Subjea totheprovisiorsof subsectia (6) of this
sectiontheDirectar of Public Prosecutioeshal vacathis
office when he attairs the age of sixty yeals or sud other
age as may be prescribe by the Nationd Assembly:

Providal that any law enactel by the Nationd Assembly,
to the extert to which it alters the prescribel age after a
persam has been appointel to be or to ad as Directar of
Public Prosecutionsshal not hawe effed inrelation to that
persa unless he consens tha it shoud hawe effect

(6) The Director of Public Prosecutios may be
removedrom office onlyforinability to performthefunctions
of hisoffice (whethe arising frominfirmity of mind or body
or from any othe causé or for misbehaviourand shal not
be so removel excep in accordane with the provisions
of this section.

(7) The Directar of Public Prosecution shal be
removel from officeby the GovernorGeneraif thequestion
of hisremovad from office has been referred to the Belize
Advisory Councl inaccordane with the next following
subsectio and the Belize Advisory Councl has advised
the GovernorGenera that he ough to be removel from
office for inability as aforesad or for misbehaviour.
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(8) If the PrimeMinister represensto the Governor
Generathat thequestia of removirg the Director of Public
Prosecutior unde this sectian ouglt to be investigated,
then

(@ theGovernorGenerashal referthematte to
the Belize Advisory Councilwhich shallsit
asatribunal inthemanne providedinsection
54 of thisConstitution;and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shall enquire
intothematterandreportonthefactsthereof
to the GovernorGenerh ard advie the
GovernorGeneral whethe he shoutl be
removedunderthissection.

(9) If thequestio of removirgthe Director of Public
Prosecution from office has been referred to the Belize
Advisory Councl unde the precediy subsection the
GovernorGeneramay susped him from performirg the
functionsof hisoffice, and any sud suspensinmay at any
time berevokel by the GovernorGeneraand shal in any
ca® ceae to haw effed if the Belize Advisory Council
advisesthe GovernorGenerétha heshout not beremoved

from office.
Auditor - 109-(1) With effed from the 15" day of January2002,
General. the Auditor-Genera shal be appointel by the Governor
39 of 2001. ) -
S.I. No. 1 of Genera) acting on the recommendatiomof both Houses
2002. of the Nationd Assenbly containel in resolutiors passed
in tha behalf.
39 of 2001. (2) If, afterthe 15" dayof January2002,the office
S.1. No. 1 of of Auditor-Generals vacantor if theholderof thatoffice is

2002. . . . .
for any reason unable to exercise the functions of his office,

theGovernorGenerd actingontherecommendationsf both
Housesof the National Assemblycontainedin resolutions
passedn thatbehalf,mayappointapersorno actasAuditor-
General.
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(3) A persm appointelto ad intheoffice of Auditor-
Generashall subjed to the provisiors of subsection (4),
(6), (7) and (8) of this section cea® so to act

(@ afterapersonsappointedo holdthatoffice
andhasassumedhefunctionsthereofor, as
the case may be, when the persowlose
placeheisactingresumsthefunctiorsof that
office;or

(b) atsuchearliertime asmaybeprescribedy
thetermsof hisappointment.

(4) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof subsectia (5) of this
section the Auditor-Genera shal vacae his office when
he attairs the age of sixty years or such othe age as may
be prescribel by the Nationd Assembly:

Provided that any law enacte by the Nationd Assembly,
to the extert to which it alters the prescribel age after a
perso has been appointel to be or to ad as Auditor-
Generalshal nat haweeffedinrelationtotha perssmunless
he consens tha it shoud hawe effect.

(5) The Auditor-Generamay beremovel from office
in accordane with the provisiors of this sectian only for
inability or failure to perfom the functions of his office
(howsoevearising or for misbehaviorand for thepurpose
of this section any failure or undwe delay by the
Auditor-Genera to submt arepot as required by sectim
120 shall betreatal asafailure to perform the functions of
hisoffice.

(6) The Auditor-Generd shal be removel from
officeby the GovernorGenerdif thequestio of hisremoval
fromofficehasbeereferred tothe Belize Advisory Council
in accordane with the next following subsectio and the

13 0f 2008.
S.1. No. 34 of 2010.
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260f 1988.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Appointment,
etc, of junior
officers of
Prison
Service.

2 of 2001.

Belize Advisory Councl hasadviselthe GovernorGeneral
that he ouglt to be removel from office for inability as
aforesad or for misbehaviour.

(7) If the PrimeMinister represerdgto the Governor
Generatha the questia of removing the Auditor-General
unde this sectian ought to be invesigated then

(@ theGovernorGenerakhallreferthematter
totheBelize Advisory Councl whichshal sit
asatribund inthemanne providedinsection
54 of thisConstitution;and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shall enquire
intothematterandreportonthefactsthereof
to the GovernorGenerh armd advie the
GovernorGeneral whethe he shoutl be
removedunderthissection.

(8) If the questian of removirg the Auditor-General
from officehasbeen referrad to the Belize Advisory Council
unde theprecedig subsectionthe GovernorGeneramay
susped him from performirg the functionrs of his office,
and any sud suspensio may at any time be revokel by
the GovernorGenerdand shal in any cas ceag to have
effed if theBelize Advisory Council advisesthe Governor
Generé tha he shoull not be removel from office.

110. Repealed.
110A Repealed.

110B-(1) The powe to appoirt persors to hold or act
in any office in the Prisan Servie (including powe to
confirm appointmentsbelow therark of Principd Officer,
andtotransfe or exerciedisciplinaly contrd over persons
holding or acting in sud officesand toremovesud persons
from office, shal ved in the Superintendenof Prisons.
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(2) The Superintendenof Prisors may, subjed to
sud conditiors as hethinksfit, delegaé any of hispowers
unde this section by directiors in writing, to any other
senia officer of the Prisa Service.

SUB-PART II 2 of 2001.

The SecurityservicesCommission

110C-(1) Thereshal beestablishdfor BelizeaSecurity — security
Services Commission. Services
ommission.
2 of 2001.

(2) Themember®ftheSecurityService€Commission 2 of 2001.
shal be appointel by the GovernorGeneral on the
recommendatio of the Prime Minister given after
consultatio with the Leade of the Opposition and shall
consig of -

(@ the Chairman of the Public Services
Commission,who shall be a memberand
Chairman;

(b) aformerseniorofficer of the Belize Police
Department;

(o) aformerseniorofficeroftheBelizeDefence
Force;

(d) onepersomominatedoy the Leaderof the
Opposition;

() onepersorfromtheprivatesector.



126

Belize Constitution [CAP. 4

Appointment
of police
officers,
Members of
the Belize
Defence
Force, etc.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.
13 of 2008.
S.I. No. 34 of
2010

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

13 of 2008.
S.I. No. 34 of
2010

110D-(1) Subjed to the provisiors of this section, the
powe to appoirt persors to hold or ad in offices in the
securiy servicesincludingthe powe to makeappointments,
and to ded with all mattes relating to the conditiors of
servie of sud officers and subjed to the provisiors of
sectim 111 of this Constitution the powe to exercise
disciplinaty contrd over persors holding or actingin such
offices and the powe to remowe suc persors shal vest
in the Securiy Services Commissim establishd under
sectian 110C of this Constitution.

(2) Inthissectilmfi s e ¢ servicet® mearsservice
inthe Belize Police Departmentthe Belize Nationd Coast
Guad Service and in the military servicee as defined in
subsectia (3) of this section:

Provide that the provisiors of this Patt shal not apply
to the Commissione of Police the CommanderBelize
Defene Force or the CommandantBelize Nationd Coast
Guad Service.

(3) Forthepurpossof thissectionii mi lys e mvi ce o0

mears servie in the Belize Defene Force or in any other
military, navd or air force establishd for Belize.

(4) Subjed to this Sub-Part any officer holding or
acting in an office in the securiy services immediately
before the commencemerof this sectian shal continueto
hold or ad inthat office and to be subjed to the sanmeterms
and conditiors of servie as obtainal immediatey prior to
the commencemetnof this section.

(5) The Securiy Servicss Commissim may, by
directiors in writing and subjed to suc conditiors as it
thinks fit, delegaé any of its powers unde subsectio (1)
of this sectian to any one or more membes of the Security
Servicess Commissim or, with the consen of the Prime
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Minister, tothe Commissioneof Policeor the Commandant,
Belize Defen® Force or the CommandaniBelize National
Coag Guad Service.

(6) The Securiy Servicss Commissim may, in
accordanewithsubsectia (5), authorigthe Commissioner
of Policeto subdelegathe powersdelegatd to him under
tha subsectiatoamemler of the Belize Police Department
of the rark of Inspecte@ and above in respet of matters
affecting membes of the Belize Police Departmenof the
rark of Assistan Inspecto and below.

(7) The Securiy Services Commissian may, in
accordancavith sulsectia (5), authorise

(i) the CommanderBelize DefenceForce,to
subdelegatethe powersdelegatedo him
under that subsectiorto a memberof the
BelizeDefencd-orceof therankof Captain
and above,in respectof mattersaffecting
memberof theBelize DefenceForceof the
rankof Lieutenaneandbelow;

(i) the Commandant Belize Nationd Coast
GuardService,to subdelegatethe powers
delegatedo him underthat subsectiorto a
memberof the BelizeNationalCoastGuard
Serviceof therankof Lieutenantandabove,
inrespetof mattesaffectigmembesof the
Belize National CoastGuardServiceof the
rankof ChiefPettyOfficer andbelow.

(8) Subsectia (3) to (15) of secticn 110E of this
Constitutionshal apply, with sud modificatiors as may
be necessaryto membes of the Securiy Services
Commission.

390f 2001.

390f 2001.
13 of 2008.
S.I. No. 34 of 2010

390f 2001.
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SUB-PART IlI

TheJudicial and Legal ServicesCommission

Judicial and 110E:(1) Thereshal beestablishdfor BelizeaJudicial
Legal Services  and Legd Services Commission.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001. (2) Themembes of the Judicid and Legd Services
é3|°fN20003§1- o Commissionshal be appointel by the GovernorGeneral
2010 and shal consig of:-

(@ theChiefJusticewhoshallbeamembeand
Chairman;

(b) the Chairman of the Public Services
Commission;

(o) theSolicitorGeneraland
(d) thePresidetoftheBar Associatimof Belize.

(3) Subjet to subsectia (2), no persam shal be
gualified to be appointel as amembe of the Judicid and
Legd ServicsCommissimif heisamenber of theNational
Assembly or if he holds or is acting in any public office.

2 of 2001.

(4) Subjed to subsectio (2), a persam shal not,
while he holds or is acting in the office of a membe of
the Judicid and Legd Services Commissia or within a
periad of two yeais commenciig from the date on which
helag held or actedinthat office, beeligiblefor appointment
to any public office.

2 of 2001.

(5) Subjectotheprovisiorsof thissectiontheoffice
of amembe of the Judicid and Legd ServicesCommission

2 of 2001.
shal becone vacant:
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(@) attheexpirationof threeyearsfromthedate
of hisappointmetor sucearlie time, being
notlessthanoneyear,asmaybespecifiedn
theinstrumembywhichhewasappointeglor

(b) if anycircumstancearisethat,if hewerenot
amembeiof theJudicialandLegalServices
Commission would caus him to be
disqualifiedfor appointmenassuch.

(6) A membe of the Judicid and Legd Services
Commissiormay be removel from office only for inability
to perfomthefunctions of hisoffice (whethe arising from
infirmity of mind or body or from any other causé or for
misbehaviour and shal not be so removel excef in
accordane with the provisiors of this section

(7) A membe of the Judicid and Legd Services
Commissim shal beremovel from officeby the Governor
Generaif the question of theremova of that membe from
office has been referral to the Belize Advisory Councl in
accordane with the next following subsectio and the
Belize Advisory Councl hasadvisal the Governor General
that tha membe ough to be removeal from office for
inability as aforesad or for misbehaviour.

(8) If the Prime Minister represergto the Governor
Genera tha the questian of removing a membe of the
Judicid and Legd Services Commissim unde thissection
ough to be investigatedthen

(@ theGovernorGenerashal refa thematte to
the Belize Advisory Councilwhich shallsit
asatribund inthemanneprovidedinsection
54 of thisConstitution;and

(b) the Belize Advisory Council shall enquire
intothematterandreportonthefactsthereof

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.
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2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

totheGovernorGenerbwhethatha member
of theJudicid and Legd ServicsCommission
shouldberemovedunderthissection.

(9) If the question of removirg a membe of the
Judiciel and Legd Services Commissiom from office has
bea referral to the Belize Advisory Councl unde the
precedig subsectionthe GovernorGeneramay suspend
themembe from performirg thefunctions of hisoffice, and
any suc suspensino may at any time be revoked by the
GovernorGenerhandshal inany caecea®to haweffect
if the Belize Advisory Councl advisesthe GovernorGeneral
tha the membe shoul not be removel from office.

(10) If the office of a membe of the Judicid and
Legd Services Commissia is vacan or a membe is for
any reasm unabk to perform the functions of his office,
theGovernorGeneramay appoirt aperssmwhoisqualified
for appointmenas amembe of that Commissia to ad as
amembe of the Commissionand any persa so appointed
shall, subjed to the provisiors of subsection (6), (7), (8)
and (9) of this section continwe to ad until he is notified
bythe GovernorGenerathat the circumstancegivingrise
to the appointmeh hawe ceasé to exist.

(11) A membe of the Judicid and Legd Services
Commissionshal not ente upon the duties of his office
unless he has taken and subscribd the oath of allegiance
and office.

(12) The Judicial and Legal ServicesCommission
shall,in the exerciseof its functionsunderthis Constitution,
not be subjectto thedirectionor controlof anyotherperson
or authority.

(13) The Judicial and Legal ServicesCommission
may by regulationsmake provision for regulating and
facilitating the performanceof its functions under this
Constitution.
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(14) Subjed to the provisiors of this section the  2of 2001.
Judicid and Legd Services Commissim may regulat its
own procedure.

(15) Any decisian of theJudicid and Legd Services 2of 2001.
Commissiorshal require the concurrene of amajority of
all themembesthered and subjedtoitsrulesof procedure,
the Judicid and Legd Servics Commissim may act
notwithstandimg the absene of any membe othe than the
Chairman:

Providadthat inany matte beforethe Judicid and Legal
ServicsCommissionwherethevotesare equally divided,
the Chairman shal hawe a castirg vote in addition to his
origind vote.

110F:(1) Subjed to the provisiors of this section the  Appointment
powe toreview thesuitability of applicants andto appoirt gg;;d:)cf'f?!e?gd
persors to hold or ad in offices in the judicial and legd etc.
and legd services including the powea to make 2°200%.
appointments promotions transfers to confirm
appointmentsand to ded with all mattes relating to the
conditiorsof servieof suchjudicial and legd officersand,
subjed¢totheprovisiorsof sectian 111 of thisConstitution,
the powea to exerci® disciplinaly contrd over persons
holding or acting in sud offices and the powe to remove
sud persorsfrom officeshal ved intheJudicid and Legal
ServicsCommissim establishd unde sectian 110E of this
Constitution.

(2) Inthissectionfi j u dandleigadsle r v meamss 0 2001.
servie as Registra General Depuly Registra General, é?’lf’fNZOOO;i of 2010
Registrar,Deputy Registrarand AssistantRegistrarof the
SupremeCourt, Registrarand DeputyRegistrarof the Court
of Appeal, Chief Magistrate,Magistrate,Legal Draftsman,
LawRevisionCounselParliamentarounselSeniorCrown
CounselCrown CounselRegistrarandDeputyRegistrarof
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Intellectual Property, Assistant Registrar, Companies and
Corporate Affairs Registry, and such other posts requiring a
legd qualification asthe GovernorGeneralactinginaccordance
with theadviceof the PrimeMinister, mayfrom timeto time

by Orderpublishedin the Gazette prescribe.

2 of 2001. (3) Any officer holding or acting in an officein the
judicial and legd services immediatel before the
commencemerof thissection shal continueto hold or act
in tha office and to be subjec¢ to the sanme terms and
conditiors of service as obtaina immediatey prior to the
commencemerof this section.

2 of 2001. (4) The Judicid and Legd Services Commission
may, by directiorsinwritingand subjed to such conditions
asit thinksfit, delegae any of itspowers unde subsection
(1) of thissectinto any oneor moremembesof the Judicial
and Legd Services Commissim or, with the consenof the
Prime Minister, to any public officer who is a judicial or

legd officer.
2 of 2001. SUB-PART IV
Appealsn DisciplineCases
Appeals in 111-(1) This sectia applies to-
discipline
cases. . .
26 of 1988. (@ anydecisionof theGovernorGenerajacting

2 of 2001. in accordancevith the adviceof the Prime

MinisterorthePublicServicesCommission
or theJudicid and Legd ServicsCommission
or the SecurityServicexCommissionasthe
casemaybe,inrelationtothepublicservice,
judicial andlegalserviceor securityservice,
or any decisimn of the Public Services
CommissimortheJudicidandLegd Services
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(b)

(©)
(d)

Commissim or the Securiy Services
Commissiorto removeapublicofficer from
office ortoexercisealisciplinarycontrolover
apublicofficer (including adecisiovmacdeon
appealrom or confirmingadecisionof any
persorto whompowersaredelegatedinder
sectionl10F(4)or sectionl06(5)or section
110D(5)of thisConstitution);

anydecisionof anypersorto whompowers
aredelegatdunde sectian110F(4 or section
106(5 or sectin 110D(5 of thisConstituton

to removea public officer from office or to
exercisedisciplinary control over a public
officer (notbeingadecisiorwhichis subject
to appeal to or confirmation by the Judicial
ard Legd ServicssCommissio or the Public
ServicsCommissimor theSecuriy Services
Commission)

Repealed 2 of 2001

if it is so provided by the National 2of2001
Assembly, any decision of the
Superintendent of Fons  under
subsection (1) of section 110B of this
Constitution, or of a person to whom
powers are delegatednder subsection

(2) of that section, to remove an officer

in the Prison Service from office or to
exercise disciplinary control over such
officer.

(2) Subjedtotheprovisiorsof thissectionanappeal 2 of 2001.
shal lieto the Belize Advisory Councl from any decision
to which this section applies at the instan@ of the public
officer in respet of whom the decisian is made.
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2 of 2001.

2 of 2001.

Pensia laws
and protection
of pension
rights.

330f 1923.

(3) Upon an appea unde this sectin the Belize
Advisory Councl may affirm or sd& asice the decision
appeald againg or may make any othe decision which
the authority or persan from whom the apped lies could
havwe made.

(4) Subjed to the provisiors of section 54 of this
Constitution the Belize Advisory Councl may by regulation
make provision for-

(@ the procedure in appeals under this section;
or

(b) excepting from the provisions of
subsection (2) of this section decisions
in respect of public officers holding
offices whoseemolumentslo notexceed
such sum as may be prescribed by the
regulations or such decisiors to exercie
disciplinay control other than decisionsto
removefrom office,asmay beprescribed.

(5) Regulatiors mack unde this secticn may, with
the consemof the Prime Minister, confe powersor impose
dutiesonary public officer or any authority of the Government
for the purpo® of theexercie of thefunctions of the Belize
Advisory Council.

(6) In this section A p ucboffigero includes any
persa holding or acting in an officein the military service
as definad in section 110D(3 of this Constitution.

SUB-PART V
PensionLawsand PensionRightsof Public Officers

112-(1) The law to be applied with respet to any
pensiors benefis that were grantel to any persm before
IndependeneDay shal bethe law that wasin force at the
date on which those benefis were grantel or any law in
forceat alater datethaisnotlessfavourabetothat person.

(2) Thelawto beappliedwith respecto anypensions
benefits(not being benefitsto which subsection(1) of this
sectionapplies)shalt
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(@ insofarasthosebenefitsarewholly in respect
of a periodof serviceasa public officerthat
commencedeforelndependence Day, beeth

law that was in force immediately before that

date; and

(b) insofarasthosebenefitsarewholly orpartly in
respectof a period of service as a public
officer that commencedafter Independence
Day, bethelaw in force on the dateon which
tha periad of serviecommencegbrany law in
forceat alaterdatenotlessfavourableto that
person.

(3) Where apersa isentitled to exercig an optionas
to which of two or more laws shal apdy in his case,the
law for which he opts shall for the purpose of this
section be deeme to be more favourabk to him than the
othe law or laws.

(4) All pensiors benefis shal (excep to the extentto
which, in the cas of benefis unde the Widowsd and
Orphan$ Pensiols Act or unde arny law amendimg or
replacirg that Act, they are a charge on a fund established
by tha Act or by any sud law and hawe been duly paid
out of that fund to the persa or authority towhom payments
due be a charge on the gener& revenus of Belize.

(5) In this section i p e nssbenefit® mears any
pensions compensationgratuities or othe like allowances
for persors in respet of their servie as public officers or
for the widows, children dependerd or persona
representativeof suc persorsinrespetof sud service.

(6) Referencsinthissectiontothelaw withrespecto
pensiors benefis include (without prejudie to their
generality referencstothelaw regulatirg the circumstancesn
which such benefis may be granta or in which the grant of
sud benefis may be refused the law regulatirg the
circumstance in which any suth benefis that have been
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granted may be withheld, reduced in amount or suspended
andthelaw regulating the amount of any such benefits.

Grant and 113-(1) The powea to grart any awad unde any
withholding of . . ! . . .
pensions etc. pensiors law for the time being in force in Belize (other
than an awad to which, unde that law, the persantowhom
itispayabtisentitled as of right) and in accordane with
any provisiors in tha behaf containe in any sud law,
towithhold, redu@inamour or susped any award payéle
unde any sud law, shal ved in the GovernorGeneral.

260f 1988.

(2) The powe vesta in the GovernorGenera by
the precedig subsectio shal be exercise by him-

(@ inthecaseof officerstowhomsectionl07of
thisConstitutionappliesactinginaccadance
with theadviceof thePrimeMinister;

2 of 2001. (b) inthecasof publicofficersinthejudicial and
legd servicstowhomsection 110F () of this
Constitutionapplies,acting in accordance
with the advice of the Judicial and Legal
ServicsCommission;

() inthecaseof public officersin the security
services to whom section 110D of this
Constitutionapplies,acting in accordance
with the advice of the Security Services
Commission;

(d) in the caseof all other officers, acting in
accordancewith the advice of the Public
ServicsCommission.

(3) In this section i p e nsdaw@nmears any law
relatingtothegrarttoany personor tothewidow, children,
dependergor personarepresentativeof that person of
anawad inrespetof thesewicesof tha persaminapublic
office, and includes any instrumen macde unde any such
law.
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PART IX

Finance

114-(1) All revenusor othe monesraised or received
by Belize (not being revenus or othe moneys payable
unde this Constitution or any othe law into some other
publicfund establishd for aspecific purposé shal be paid
into and form one Consolidate Revene Fund.

(2) No moneys shal be withdrawn from the
Consolidatd Revene Fund except to med expendituethat
ischargel upon the Fund by this Constitutian or any other
law enactel by the Nationd Assemby or where the issue
of those moneys has been authorisel by an appropriation
law or by alaw mace in pursuane of section 116 of this
Constitution.

(3) No moneys shal be withdrawn from any public
fund othe than the Consolidatd Revene Fund unlesthe
issteof thosemoneys hasbeen authorisel by alaw enacted
by the Nationd Assembly.

(4) No moneys shal be withdrawn from the
Consolidatd Revenwe Fund or any othe public fund except
in the manne prescribel by law.

115-(1) TheMinisterresponsibléor financeshallprepare
andlay beforetheHouseof Representativas eachfinancial
yearestimate®f therevenuesandexpendituresof Belizefor
the nextfollowing financial year.

(2) Theheadsof expenditurecontainedn the estimates
(otherthanexpendituechargelupantheConsolidatd Revenue
Fundby this Constitutionor anyotherlaw) shallbeincluded
in aBill, to beknownasanAppropriationBill, providingfor
the issuefrom the ConsolidatedRevenueg~und of the sums
necessaryo meetthatexpenditureandthe appropriationof
those sums for the purposes specified therein.

Establishment
of
Consolidated
Revenue
Fund.

Authorization
of expenditure
from
Consolidated
Revenue
Fund.
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Authorization
of expenditure
in advance of
appropriation.

Contingencies
Fund.

(3) If inrespet of any financid yea it is found

(@ that the amourt appropriate by the
appropriatiomn law for any purpo® is
insufficient or that a need has arisenfor
expendituefor apurpogfor whichnoamount
hasbeenappropriatedby thatlaw; or

(b) thatanymoneyshavebeerexpendedor any
purpo®inexcesof theamoun appropriated
for thepurpoby theappropriatio law or for
a purposefor which no amounthasbeen
appropriatedythatlaw,

a supplementar estimae showirg the sumns required or
sper shal belaid before the House of Representativeand
the head of any such expenditue shal be included in a
SupplementarAppropriatian Bill.

116. Any law enactel by the Nationd Assemby may
make provision unde which, if the appropriatian law in
resped of any financid yea has not come into operation
by the beginnirg of that financid year, the Minister
responsibéd for finance may authorie the withdrawd of
monesfromthe Consolidatd Revene Furd for thepurpose
of meetirg expenditue necessay to carry on the services
of the Governmenuntil the expiratian of four monthsfrom
the beginnirg of that financid yea or the coming into
operation of theappropriatimlaw, whicheve istheearlier.

117-(1) Any law enacte by the Nationd Assembly
may providefor the establishmetof aContingencie Fund
and for authorisirg the Minister responsibe for finance if
satisfiadtha therehasarisen an urgert and unforesea need
for expendituefor which no othe provision exists to make
advanes from the Fund to meet that need.






