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No. 6 of 2015

I assent,

(SIR COLVILLE N. YOUNG)
Governor-General

29" July, 2015.

AN ACT to give effect to the Agreement Establishing

the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre,
the objectives of which are, to protect the climate
system of territories that are members of the Centre
for the benefit of present and future generations
of their people, to enhance regional institutional
capabilities for the co-ordination of national responses
to the negative effects of climate change, to provide
comprehensive policy and technical support in the
area of climate change and related issues and
spearheading regional initiatives in those areas, to
perform the role of executing agency for regional
environmental projects relating to climate change;
and to provide for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.

(Gazetted I* August, 2015.)

BE IT ENACTED, by and with the advice and consent

of the House of Representatives and Senate of Belize
and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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1. This Act may be cited as the

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY CLIMATE CHANGE
CENTRE ACT, 2015.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,

“Agreement” means, subject to section 7, the Agreement
EstablishingtheCaribbean Community ClimateChangeCentre,
signed at Belize City, Belizeonthe 4" day of February 2002,
thetext of whichisset outintheFirst Schedule;

“Minister” meanstheMinister responsiblefor climatechange
andrelated matters;

“Protocol” meanstheProtocol ontheProvisiona Applicationof
the Agreement Establi shingthe Caribbean Community Climate
Change Centre, signed at Belize City, Belize on the 5" day of
February, 2002, thetext of whichisset outinthe Second Schedule.

3. Acceptance by the Government of the Agreement
is hereby approved.

4. The Agreement and the Protocol shall have the force
of law in Belize.

5. All sums required to be paid by the Government
for the purpose of meeting the obligations of Belize under
the Agreement shall be charged on and paid out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund.

6. The Minister may, by Order published in the
Gazette, make provisions as may be necessary or expedient
for giving effect to any Article of the Agreement.
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7.-(1) Where an amendment to the Agreement is
accepted by the Government of Belize, the Minister may,
by Order published in the Gazette, amend the First
Schedule by including therein the amendments so accepted.

(2) An Order made under this section may contain
such consequential, supplemental or ancillary provisions
as appear to the Minister to be necessary or expedient for
the purpose of giving due effect to the amendment accepted,
and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing,
may contain provisions amending references in this Act
to specific provisions of the Agreement.

(3) An Order made under this section is subject to
affirmative resolution of the National Assembly.

(4) Where the First Schedule is amended pursuant
to this section, any reference in this Act or any other
instrument to the Agreement shall, unless the context so
requires, be construed as a reference to the Agreement
so amended.

8. This Act shall come into force on a day appointed
by the Minister by Order published in the Gazette.

9. Upon the entry into force of this Act, it shall be cited
as the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre Act,
Chapter 16.01 of the Substantive Laws of Belize.

Minister may
amend First
Schedule

Commencement

Assignment of
Chapter
Number for
Law Revision
purposes.
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FIRSTSCHEDULE

(Section 2 and 7)

AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE CARIBBEAN
COMMUNITY CLIMATE CHANGE CENTRE (CCCC)

THECONTRACTINGPARTIES:

Recalling that theUnited NationsConferenceon Environment and Devel opment
heldinRio, Brazil in1992 calledfor “ periodicregional and global meetingson
sustainabledevel opment of Small Island Developing States...”;

Recalling further that the United Nations Conference on Small Island
Developing States(SIDS) whichwasconvened in Bridgetown, Barbadosin
1994 concludedthat Small Island Devel oping States(SIDS) havevery specific
environmental and devel opmental needsduetotheir ecological fragility and
vulnerability aswell astheir peculiar constraintsin attempting to achieve
sustainabledevel opment, inparticular, limited avail ability of humanresources
andinadequatefinancial resourcesfor devel opingand strengtheningingtitutions
andtheir mechanisms;

Acknowledging that the constrai ntson sustai nable devel opment of SIDSare
also peculiar to other developing countries in the Caribbean Region, in
particular thel east devel oped among them;

Recognising that the most serious environmental challenge confronting
Caribbean SIDSand|ow-lying devel oping coastal Statesinthe Caribbean
Regionisthat of global climatechange;

Recognising further that the adverse effects in the Caribbean Region of
global climatechangearelikely to beaggravated by the studied responseto
globalisation/liberalisationasevidencedinaggressivecoastal zonedevel opment,
point sourcepollutionandover-fishing, resultinginthedestruction of ecologically
fragileandvaluablemarineeco-systems;

Concerned that human activitiesindevel oped countriessubstantially increase
anthropogeni c gaseousemi ssionswhich augment atmospheric concentrations
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of greenhouse gasesthereby increasing theearth’ ssurfaceand atmospheric
temperaturewith negativeimpact on human kind and natural eco-systems;

Convinced that theglobal natureof climatic changerequiresthewidest co-
operationby all countriesandtheir participationinaneffectiveand appropriate
international responsein accordancewiththeir common but differentiated
respons bilities, respectivecapabilitiesandtheir social andeconomicconditions,

Noting theprovisionsof United NationsGeneral Assembly Resolutions43/53
of 6 December 1988; 44/207 of 22 December 1989; 45/212 of 21 December
1990, and 46/169 of 19 December 1991 ontheprotection of global climatefor
present and futuregenerationsof mankind,

Noting also theprovisionsof United NationsGeneral Assembly Resolution
44/206 of 22 December 1989 onthepossibleadverseeffectsof sea-level rise
ondevelopingislandsand coastal areas, particularly low-lying coastal areas;

Noting further theViennaConventionfor the Protection of theOzoneL ayer,
1985 andtheMontreal Protocol on Substancesthat Depletethe OzonelL ayer,
1987, as amended on 29 June 1990;

Believing that small island devel oping Statesand such otherswithlow-lying
coastal areassusceptibletofloodsor withfragilemountainouseco-systemsare
particularly vulnerabletothenegativeeffectsof global climatechange;

Believing also that stepsrequiredto understand and respond effectively tothe
negativeeffectsof global climatechangemust bebased onrelevant scientific,
techni cal and economic considerationsand continually re-evaluatedinthelight
of new findingsinthesearess;

Affirming that responsesto climate change shoul d beco-ordinated with social
and economic devel opment inanintegrated manner withaview toavoiding
adverseimpact onthelatter, taking fully into account thelegitimatepriority
needs of developing countriesfor the achievement of sustained economic
growthandtheeradication of poverty;

Determined tocontributepositively tothe protection of theclimatesystemfor
present and futuregenerations;
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Recalling also that the Conferenceof Headsof Government of the Caribbean
Community atits Twenty-First Meeting heldin Canouan, St. Vincentandthe
Grenadineson 2-5 July 2000, agreed to support theinitiativestowardsthe
establishment of aRegional Climate Change Centre;

Convinced also that theproject entitled Caribbean Planning for Adaptationto
Global Climate Change (CPACC) has made a significant contributionin
sensitising Statesof the Caribbean Region of theimportanceof adjustingtothe
negativeconsequencesof climatechange,

Haveagreed asfollows:

Article |

Use Of Terms
InthisAgreement, unlessthecontext otherwiserequires:
“adverse/negative effects of climate change” means changes in the
physical environment or biotaresulting from climate change which have
significant del eteriouseffectsonthecomposition, resilienceor productivity of
natural and managed eco-systems or on the operation of socio-economic
systems, or on human healthand welfare;
“Agreement” meansthe Agreement establishingthe Centre;

“the Board” meansthe Board of Governorsestablished by Article 10;

“the Centre” means the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
established by Article2;

“climate change” meansachangeof climateattributed directly or indirectly
to human activity that alters the composition of the global atmospherein
additiontonatural climatevariability observed over comparabletimeperiods;

“climate system” meansthetotality of theatmaosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere,
geosphereandtheir interactions;
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“the Council” meansthe Council of Ministersestablished by Article8;

“COTED” meansthe Council for Tradeand Economic Devel opment of the
Caribbean Community;

“the Director” meanstheDirector of the Technical Secretariat;

“emissions” meanstherel ease of greenhouse gasesand/or their precursors
intotheatmosphereover aspecified areaand period of time;

“greenhouse gases” meansthose gaseous constituentsof theatmosphere,
both natural and anthropogenic, that absorb and re-emitinfrared radiation;

“Members” means Statesor Territorieswhicharepartiestothe Agreement;
“the Secretary-General” meansthe Secretary-General of the Caribbean
Community.
Article 1l
Establishment

Thereishereby established the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
(hereinafter referredtoas*“the Centre” having thecomposition, objectives,
principlesandfunctionsset outinthisAgreement.

Article 111

Membership
1. M embership of the Centreshall beopentotheMembersand Associate
Membersof the Caribbean Community which signandratify or accedetothis
Agreement.
2. Statesor Territoriesof the Caribbean Regionwhich, intheopinion of

theCouncil, areableandwillingtoenjoy therightsand dischargetheobligations
set out inthisAgreement, may be admitted to membership of theCentre.
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3. TheCouncil may admit as associate members of the Centre, extra-
regional States, Stateentitiesor Territorieswhich, intheopinionof theCouncil,
contributesubstantially to theachievement of theobj ectivesof the Centreand
areableandwillingtoenjoy therightsand dischargetheobligationsset outin
thisAgreement.

4, Entitiesmentionedinparagraphs2and 3desirousof becomingMembers
or Associate Members of the Centre, as the case may be, shall submit an
applicationinthat behalf tothe Technical Secretariat whichshall transmititto
the Council for considerationand action.

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 3, the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA), theCaribbean
Meteorological Institute(CMI), Caribbean Environmental Health Institute
(CEHI), the Association of Caribbean States (A CS) and the Organi sation of
American States(OA S) shall bedeemed to havesati sfied therequirementsfor
associate membership of the Centre and shall be invited by the Council to
participateinthework of the Centreon mutually agreed termsand conditions.

Article IV

Objectives

Theobjectivesof theCentreshall be:

(a) protection of the climate system of Members of the Centre
for the benefit of present and future generations of their
peoples;

() enhancing regional institutional capabilities for the co-
ordination of national responses to the negative effects of
climate change;

(¢) providing comprehensive policy and technical support in
the area of climate change and related issues and spearheading
regional initiatives in those areas; and
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(@)

performing the role of executing agency for regional
environmental projects relating to climate change.

Article V

Functions

Inorder toachieveitsobjectivesset outin Article4, the Centreshall perform
thefollowingfunctions:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

collecting, analysing, storing, retrieving and disseminating
meteorological and sea-level data relevant to the observation
of climate change and facilitating, in collaboration with
specialised Caribbean agencies, the collection of information
about the impact of climate change on the economic sectors
in the Caribbean;

facilitating and co-ordinating the development of Caribbean
positions on global climate change and serving as an
authoritative technical source for Caribbean countries to,
inter alia, fulfil their responsibilities under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change;

assisting Members, on request, in realising the equitable
benefits resulting from the implementation of financial
mechanisms under the Kyoto Protocol;

providing, on request, Members and Associate Members
with strategic assistance for public education and awareness
campaigns at the national and regional levels to involve all
regular stakeholders, both public and private;

in collaboration with Members and relevant agencies,
developing special programmes to address implications in
the Region for coastal zone management, disaster
management, and potentially vulnerable sectors such as
tourism, health, agriculture and insurance;
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"

(2)

promoting the sharing of resources, technical co-operation
and information exchange with other global climate
change initiatives, in particular in Small Island Developing
States and Latin America;

co-ordinating (and initiating) the development of regional
research programmes, including adaptation of global
climate and impact modelling efforts and specialised
training focussed on effective adaptation to global climate
change;

Article VI

Principles

Pursuant totheobjectivesset outin Article4, the Centreshall beguided by the
followingprinciples, interalia:

(@)
(b)

(c)

(@)

the unrestricted exchange of non-confidential information;

in protecting the climate system of the Caribbean Region,
special consideration shall be given by the Centre and
competent organisations to the circumstances of the least
developed Members and in particular the economic
importance of their coastal zones;

the employment, as far as scientifically or environmentally
possible, of precautionary measures to minimise the causes
of climate change and mitigate its adverse consequences;

the right of Members and Associate Members, as an
attribute of sovereignty, to determine their developmental
path, subject to the obligation to refrain from action
deleterious to the environmental health of other States.
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Article VII
Composition Of The Centre
TheCentreshall consist of thefollowing Organs:
(a) the Council of Ministers;
(b) the Board of Governors; and

(c) the Technical Secretariat.

Article VIII
Composition And Procedures Of The Council Of Ministers

1. The Council of Ministers (hereinafter called “the Council”) shall
comprise Ministers Responsible for the Environment of Members of the
Centre. TheCouncil shall meet onceevery year.

2. EachMember of the Council shall beentitledtodesignateanalternate
torepresent theMinister onthe Council if theMinister isunableto act.

3. Subject toparagraph 6 of thisArticle, eachMember of the Council shall
haveonevote. TheCouncil shall takedecisionsby atwo-thirdsmajority vote
of itsMembersentitledtovote, and such decisionsshall belegally binding. The
Council shall make recommendations by a simple majority vote.
Recommendationsshall not createlegally binding obligations.

4, TheCouncil may admit observerstoitsdeliberationsbut suchobservers
shall not have theright to vote. Associate Members shall be entitled to be
observersat thedeliberationsof the Council.

5. The Centre shall bear the cost of representation of Members of the
Council atitsMeetings.
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6. The Council may suspend from its membership, Members whose
Governmentshavepersistently violated obligationsassumed by or under this
Agreement. Intaking decisionspursuant to thisparagraph, Membersagainst
whom actionisbeingtaken shall not havetherighttovote.

7. SubjecttothisArticle, theCouncil shall establishitsrulesof procedure.

Article I X

Functions Of The Council

Infurtheranceof theobjectivesof the Centre, the Council shall:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

be the principal policymaking Organ of the Centre and
shall, subject to general or special directions of COTED,
determine the policy of the Centre;

conduct periodic reviews of the adequacy of the provisions
of this Agreement and the policies and measures designed
to address the adverse effects of climate change in the
Caribbean Region;

negotiate the timely transfer of resources and technology
from the developed countries to the Members of the Centre
in order to address the negative effects of climate change
in the Caribbean Region;

facilitate, at the request of two or more Members of the
Centre, the co-ordination of measures adopted by them in
response to the adverse effects of climate change, taking
into account the different capabilities of the Members
concerned;

consider and adopt the recurrent and capital budgets of the
Centre on the recommendations of the Board of Governors;

establish such subsidiary bodies as may be necessary for
the performance of its functions;
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(g) formulate national and regional sustainable development
strategies to allow for more effective use of institutional,
financial and human resources as a basis for efficient and
effective implementation of donor-assisted programmes
and projects;

(h) approve the eligibility criteria for funding of projects
established by the Council;

(i) appoint the Director of the Technical Secretariat on the
recommendation of the Board;

(/) conclude agreements for the achievement of the objectives
of the Centre.
Article X
The Board Of Governors
1. TheBoard of Governors(hereinafter called “the Board’ shall consist
of representativesof Membersandinstitutions, both publicand private, set out

inthe Annex tothisAgreement.

2. TheBoard shall meetinordinary sessiononceinevery year andin
extra-ordinary sessionasoftenastheBoard considersnecessary or expedient.

3. TheCentreshall defray theexpensesof Membersof Boardincurredto
attend meetingsof theBoard.

4. Each M ember of theBoard shall haveonevote.

5. TheBoardshall takedecisionsby aqualified mgjority of three-quarters
of thevotesof itsmembership.

6. Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisArticle, theBoard shall determineits
rulesof procedure.
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Article Xl

Functions Of The Board

TheBoardshall performthefollowingfunctions:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

2

initiate or determine, as the case may be, projects designed
to protect the climate system or to address the adverse
effects of climate change in the Caribbean Region;

adopt measures to mitigate climate change by addressing
anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks
of greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal
Protocol as well as measures to facilitate adaptation to
climate change;

in preparing to address the adverse effects of climate
change, encourage the development and elaboration of
appropriate integrated plans for coastal zone management,
water resources and agriculture;

undertake and co-operate in the full open and prompt
exchange of relevant scientific, technological, technical,
socio-economic and legal information related to the climate
system and climate change of the Caribbean Region and
the economic and social effects of various response
strategies;

promote and co-operate in education, training and public
awareness related to climate change and encourage the
widest participation in this process, including that of non-
governmental organisations;

consider and adopt, as appropriate, the Work Programme
and Reports of the Technical Secretariat on the work of
the Centre;

approve regional environmental projects for which the
Centre can perform the functions of executing agency;
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(h)
@)

0

(k)

@

(m)

(n)

(0)

@)

approve the Staff Regulations of the Centre.

determine and approve the resources of the Centre
required for its recurrent and capital budgets and the
Reserve Fund established by Article 11;

mobilise resources for the Centre and cause to be
undertaken the studies and arrangements required for the

purpose;

manage the Reserve Fund, including the investment of its
liquid assets and transfer the income from such investments
periodically to the Reserve Fund;

cause to be kept appropriate records and accounts of the
Reserve Fund and provide for their annual audit in
accordance with internationally accepted accounting
principles;

prepare for submission to the Council, annual financial
reports regarding the investments and use of the resources
of the Reserve Fund;

cause to be transferred to the Technical Secretariat from
the Reserve Fund, the amounts approved by the Council
for the recurrent and capital budgets of the Centre;

monitor the application of the resources of the recurrent
and capital budgets of the Centre in order to ensure that
such resources are being employed in accordance with this
Agreement and the Work Programme of the Technical
Secretariat approved by the Council;

approve the auditors of the Fund on the recommendation
of the Technical Secretariat and submit the annual report
of the auditors to the Council for examination and
approval.
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Article XI1

Composition And Procedures Of The Policy Advisory
Committee

1. TheBoardshall establishaPolicy Advisory Committee
(hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”) comprising
representativesfrom publicand private sector organisations,
includingtheCaribbean Community (CARICOM), theUnited
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Caribbean
Environmenta Hedthingtitute(CEHI), the CARICOM Fisheries
Unit (CFU), the University of the West Indies Centre for
Environment and Development (UWICED), the Caribbean
Conservation Association (CCA), the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), theOrganisationof Eastern
Caribbean States/ Natural ResourcesManagement Unit (OECS
UNRMU) the Organisation of American States (OAS), the
Association of Caribbean States (ACS), the Caribbean
Meteorological Institute(CM1), the Caribbean Associationfor
Industry and Commerce(CAIC), and such other organisations
astheBoard may determine.

2. Each member of the Committeeshall haveonevote.
3. TheCommitteeshall electitsChairmanfromamongits
membership and the Chairman shall hold officefor oneyear.
TheChairmanshall beeligiblefor re-election.

4, TheCommitteeshall meet onceevery yearimmediately
prior to theannual meeting of the Board and shall submit an
annual reportonitsactivitiestotheBoard.

5. The Centre shall defray the expenses incurred by
M embersto attend meetingsof the Committee.

6. TheCommitteeshall take decisionsby consensus.

7. Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisArticle, theCommittee
may adoptitsownrulesof procedure.
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Article X111
Functions Of The Committee

The Committeeshall haveresponsibility for advisingtheBoard on,
inter alia:

(a) the eligibility criteria to be adopted by the Centre for
projects to be funded by the Centre;

(b)  the programme priorities to be adopted by the Centre;

(c) projects in the area of climate change to be developed by
the Centre for funding by interested organisations;

(d) projects designed to protect the Caribbean climate system
from the negative effects of climate change and to devise

strategies to adapt to such negative effects;

(e) the capital budget of the Centre for projects mentioned at
paragraph

()  for consideration and adoption by the Board;

(g) projects in respect of which the Centre desires to perform
the functions of executing agency, and

(h) such other functions as the Board may determine.

Article X1V
The Technical Secretariat

1. TheTechnical Secretariat shall compriseaDirector and such other
membersof staff asthe Board may determine.
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2. TheDirector shall beappointed by the Board ontherecommendation of
thePolicy Advisory Committee. TheDirector shall servefor aperiod of five
yearsand may bere-appointed.

3. Intheappointment of staff to the Technical Secretariat, the Director
shall beguided by the principl e of equitablegeographical representation of
Membersof the Centreand therequirement to ensurethe highest standardsof
efficiency inthedelivery of services.

4. Staff membersof the Technical Secretariat shall beaccordedthestatus
of international bureaucrats. | ntheperformanceof their functions, they shall
neither seek nor takeinstructionsfromany authority external tothe Centre.
Representativesof Membersof the Centreshall refrainfromactionstendingto
compromisethestatusof thestaff of the Technical Secretariat asinternational
bureaucrats.

5. Theconditionsof employment of thestaff of the Technical Secretariat

shall beset outinthe Staff Regul ationsto beestablished under thedirection of
theDirector.

Article XV
Functions Of The Technical Secretariat
TheTechnical Secretariat shall performthefollowingfunctions:
(a) provide the Council with timely advice on scientific and
technological matters relating to climate change and

adaptation to the adverse effects thereof;

(b) provide assessments of the state of scientific knowledge
relating to climate change and its effects;

(c) provide assessments of the effects of measures designed to
deal with the adverse effects of climate change;



No. 6] Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre 45

()

(e)

(2)

(h)

@)

0

(k)

@

identify efficient state-of-the-art technologies and know-
how designed to counter the adverse effects of climate
change and advise on their development, transfer and
adaptation to the conditions of Members of the Centre;

provide advice on scientific programmes, international co-
operation in research and development relating to climate
change, as well as on developing relevant endogenous
capabilities;

respond to Members requesting scientific, technological
and methodological information on climate change and
adaptation to the adverse effects thereof;

identify environmental projects in respect of which the
Centre could perform the functions of executing agency;

provide secretarial services for the meetings of the Council
and subsidiary bodies of the Centre;

co-ordinate the work of the Centre with that of interested
inter-governmental and non-governmental bodies;

under the authority of the Council, conclude such
administrative and contractual arrangements as may be
required for the effective performance of its functions;

prepare the draft recurrent budget for submission to the
Board for examination and approval;

prepare the Work Programme of the Centre for submission
to the Board for examination and approval.
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Article XVI
The Reserve Fund

1. TheCentreshall establishaReserveFundaongthelinesset outinthis
Article.

2. Theresourcesof the Reserve Fund shall consist of thefollowing:
(a) grants from international donors and sponsors of the Centre;
(b) grants from Members and Associate Members;

(c) grants from entities, public and private, which are not
sponsors of the Centre;

(d) unspent balances from the annual budgets of the Centre;
(e) revenues derived from the operations of the Centre;
(f) income from investments of the Centre

3. Theresourcesof the Reserve Fund shall beemployedto financethe
recurrent and capital budgetsof theCentre.

4, Withdrawal of resourcesfromthe Reserve Fund shall requiretheprior
authorisation of the Chairmen of the Board and the Council actingjointly.

5. Theresourcesof theReserveFund shall beheldinsuchliquidformas
the Board may determine, provided that whenever itisintheinterest of the
Centre, theresourcesof the Reserve Fund may beinvestedinthesecuritiesof
theRegion.

6. Investmentsmentionedin paragraph 5 shall bemadeby the Director
of the Technical Secretariat with theapproval of theBoard and the Council.

7. Thefinances of the Reserve Fund shall be audited annually by the
auditors appointed by the Centre to audit its accounts. The Report of the
Auditorsshall besubmittedtotheBoardfor consideration and approval.
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Article XVI1I
Transitional Arrangements

1. Pendingtheestablishment of theReserve Fund, the Government of the
Member inwhoseterritory the Headquartersof the Centreisto belocated,
shall advancetothe Technical Secretariat suchamountsasmay benecessary
for theefficient functioning of the Technical Secretariat.

2. Theadvancesmentionedin paragraph 1 shall constituteachargeonthe
resourcesof the Reserve Fundto beliquidated assoon aspracticabl eafter the
establishment of the Reserve Fund or, with the consent of the Government of
the Member where the Headquarters of the Centreisto belocated, may be
appliedto augment theresourcesof the Reserve Fund.

3. Pending the appointment of the Director, the Government of the
Member inwhoseterritory theHeadquartersisto belocated, may secondto
the Technical Secretariat, on terms and conditions to be agreed with the
Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, asenior official tomanagethe
affairs of the Technical Secretariat in the interest of the Centre. In the
performance of his duties, the seconded official shall be subject to the
provisionsof paragraph 4 of Article8.

Article XVIII1
The Headquarters Of The Centre
The Headquarters of the Centre shall be established and located in
the territory of a Member which shall accord to the Centre and the staff

of the Technical Secretariat the rights, privileges and immunities set out
in this Agreement.
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Article XIX
Status, Privileges And Immunities
Membersshall accordtotheCentrewithintheir jurisdictions, thestatus,
immunities, exemptionsand privilegesset outin Articles20to 27 inorder to
enableittoeffectively fulfill itsobjectivesand carry out thefunctionsentrusted
toit.
Article XX
Legal Status Of The Centre

1. TheCentreshall possessfull juridical personality and, inparticular, full
capacity to:

(a) contract;
(b) acquire and dispose of moveable and immoveable property;
(c) institute legal proceedings

2. TheCentremay enter into agreementswith Members, third Statesand
other international organisationsfor theachievement of itsobjectives.

3. In any legal proceedings, the Centre shall be represented by the
Director.

Article XXI
Legal Process

1. TheCentreshall beimmunefromevery form of legal process, except
incasesarisingout of or in connectionwiththepurchaseof land, securitiesor
merchantablecommodities, inwhich casesactionsmay bebrought against the
Centreinacourt of competentjurisdictionintheTerritory of aMemberinwhich
the Centre has an office or in a non-Member State where the Centre has
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appointed an agent for the purpose of accepting service or
noticeof process.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1, no
actionshall bebrought agai nst the Centreby aM ember or any
agency thereof, or by any entity or persondirectly orindirectly
actingfor or deriving claimsfromaMember. Membersshall
haverecourseto such special proceduresfor the settlement of
disputes between the Centre and its Members as may be
providedforinthisAgreement.

3. TheCentre, itsproperty and assetswheresoever | ocated and
by whomsoever held, shall beimmunefromall formsof seizure,
attachment or execution beforedelivery of final judgment against
theCentre.

4. NothinginthisAgreement shall beconstrued asdisentitling
apersonaggrieved by amotor vehicleaccident fromingtitutinglegal
proceedings against the Centre, its officials, representatives or
experts.

Article XXI1
Immunity of Assets and Archives

1. Property and assets of the Centre, wherever |ocated
and by whomsoever held, shall be immune from search,
requisition, confiscation, expropriation or any other form of
taking or foreclosureby executiveor legislativeaction.

2. Thearchivesof theCentreand, ingeneral, all documents
belongingtoor held by theCentre, shall beinviolable, wherever
located.
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Article XXI11
Freedom of Assets from Restrictions
Totheextent necessary to achievetheobjectivesand performthefunctionsof
the Centre effectively, and subject to the provisions of the Agreement, the

Centre:

(a) may hold assets of any kind and operate accounts in any
currency;

(b) shall be free to transfer its assets from one country to
another or within any country, and to convert any currency
held by it into any other currency,
without being restricted by financial controls, regulations
or moratoria of any kind.

Article XXI1V
Privilege for Communications
Official communicationsof the Centreshall beaccorded by each Member,
treatment not lessfavourablethanthat it accordstotheofficial communications
of any other Member.
Article XXV
Privileges and Immunities of Centre Personnel
TheDirector, other senior official sof the Centrenotified to and approved by
the Government of Members, Membersof theBoard and Council, and experts

performing missionsfor theCentre:

(a) shall be immune from legal process in respect of acts
performed by them in their official capacity;
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(b) shall, unless they are local citizens or nationals, be
accorded such immunities from immigration restrictions,
alien registration requirements and national service
obligations, and such facilities as regards exchange
regulations as are not less favourable than those accorded
by Members concerned to the representatives, officials and
experts of comparable rank of any other Member;

(c) shall be granted such repatriation facilities in time of
international crisis as are not less favourable than those
accorded by the Members concerned to the representatives,
officials and experts of comparable rank of any other
Member.

Article XXVI
Exemption from Taxation

1. TheCentre, itsassets, property, income, operationsand transactions
shall beexempt fromall direct taxation and fromall customsdutieson goods
importedforitsofficial use.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of thisArticle, the
Centreshall not claimexemptionfromtaxeswhicharenomorethan chargesfor
publicutility services.

3. TheCentrewill not normally claim exemptionfromexcisedutiesand
fromtaxesonthesal eof moveableandimmoveableproperty whichform part
of thepricetobepaid. Nevertheless, wherethe Centreismaking important
purchasesfor official useof property onwhich such dutiesandtaxeshavebeen
charged or arechargeable, Membersshall, whenever possible, makeappropriate
administrativearrangementsfor theremission or thereturn of theamount of
duty or tax.

4, Articlesimported under anexemptionfrom customsdutiesasprovided
by paragraph 1 of thisArticle, or inrespect of which aremission or return of
duty or tax hasbeen madeunder paragraph 3, shall not besoldintheterritory
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of the Member granting the exemption, remission or retrieve except under
conditionsagreed withtheMember.

5. Notax shall belevied onorinrespect of salariesand emolumentspaid
by theCentretotheDirectors, Official sor Expertsperformingmissionsfor the
Centre. However, Membersreservetheright totax their owncitizens, national s
or persons permanently resident intheterritoriesof such Members.

Article XXVI1I
Waiver of Immunities, Exemptions and Privileges

1. Theexemptions,immunitiesand privilegesprovidedin Articles21-27
aregrantedintheinterest of the Centre. The Council may waiveto such extent
and uponsuch conditionsasit may determine, theimmunities, exemptionsand
privilegesprovidedinthesaid Articlesin caseswheresuchactionwould, inits
opinion, beappropriateinthebest interest of the Centre.

2. The Director shall havetheright and duty to waive any immunity,
exemptionor privilegeinrespect of any official or expert performingamission
for theCentrewhere, inhisopinion, theimmunity, exemptionor privilegewould
impede the course of justice and could be waived without prejudiceto the
interestsof theCentre.

3. Insimilar circumstancesand under the same conditions, the Council
shall havetheright and duty towaiveany immunity, exemptionor privilegein
respect of theDirector.

Article XXVIII

Implementation

Every Member shall takeappropriatestepsto maketheprovisionsof Articles
21-27 effectivewithinitsjurisdictionand shall informthe Centre promptly.
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Article XXIX
Questions of Interpretations and Application

1. Any question of interpretation or application of the provisionsof this
Agreement not otherwise expressly provided for shall be submitted to the
Council for decision.

2. Inany casewherethe Council hasgivenadecisionunder paragraph 1
of thisArticle, any Member may requirethat the question bereferredtoan
arbitral tribunal whose decision shall befinal. Pending the decision of the
arbitral tribunal, the Centre, asit considersnecessary, may act onthebasi sof
thedecision of the Council

Article XXX
Constitution of Arbitral Tribunal

1. Each of theMemberspartiestoadisputeshall beentitled toappoint one
arbitrator. Thetwo arbitratorschosen by the partiesshall beappointedwithin
fifteen daysfollowingthedecisiontorefer thematter to arbitration. Thetwo
arbitratorsshall, withinfifteen daysfoll owing thedateof their appoi ntments,
appoint athirdarbitrator who shall bethe Chairman. Asfar aspracticable, the
arbitratorsshall not be national sof any of the partiesto thedispute.

2. Whereeither party tothedisputefail stoappointitsarbitrator under paragraph
1, the Secretary-General shall appoint the arbitrator within ten days. Where the
arbitratorsfail to appoint a Chairman within the time prescribed, the Secretary-
Generd shall appoint aChairmanwithintendays.

3. Wheremorethantwo M embersarepartiestoadispute, thepartiesconcerned
shall agreeamong themselvesonthetwo arbitratorsto beappointed withinfifteen
daysfollowingthedecisiontorefer thematter toarbitrationandthetwo arbitrators
shall withinfifteen daysof their appoi ntment appoint athird arbitrator who shall be
theChairman.

4. Where no agreement is reached under paragraph three, the Secretary-
General shall maketheappoi ntment withintendaysandwherethearbitratorsfail to
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appointaChairmanwithinthetimeprescribed the Secretary-Genera shall makethe
appointment withintendays.

5. Notwithstanding paragraphs, 2, 3and 4, Memberspartiesto adisputemay
refer thematter toarbitrationand consent tothe Secretary-General appointingasole
arbitrator who shall not beanational of aparty tothedispute.

Article XXXI
Rules of Procedure of Arbitral Tribunal

1. Subject to the relevant provisions of this Agreement, the Arbitral
Tribunal shall establishitsownrulesof procedure.

2. Theproceduresshall assurearightto at least onehearing beforethe
Arbitral Tribunal aswell astheopportunity toprovideinitial andrebuttal written
submissions.

3. TheArbitral Tribunal’ shearings, deliberationsandinitial report, andall
written submissionsto and communicationswiththeArbitral Tribunal, shall be
confidential.

4, TheArbitral Tribunal may inviteany Member tosubmitviewsorally or
inwriting.

5. Theaward of the Arbitral Tribunal shall be confinedto the subject-
matter of thedisputeand shall statethereasonsonwhichitisbased.

6. Wherethepartiescannot agreeontheinterpretation or implementation
of theaward, either party may apply totheArbitral Tribunal for arulingwithin
thirty daysof theaward. Thetermof the Arbitral Tribunal shall cometoanend
unless an application for aruling has been received, in which caseit shall
continue for such reasonable time, not exceeding thirty days, as may be
requiredtomaketheruling.

7. Decisionsof theArbitral Tribunal shall betaken by amajority vote of
its members and shall be final and binding on the Members partiesto the
dispute.
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Article XXXI11
Third Party Intervention

A Memberwhichisnot aparty toadispute, ondelivery of anotification
tothe partiesto adispute and to the Secretary-General, shall be entitled to
attendall hearingsandtoreceivewritten submissi onsof thepartiesto adispute
and may be permitted to make oral or written submissionsto the Arbitral
Tribund.

Article XXXII1
Additional Information from Experts

Whereproceedingshavecommenced, theArbitral Tribunal may, onits
owninitiativeor ontherequest of aparty tothedispute, seek informationand
technical advice from any expert or body that it considers appropriate,
providedthat thepartiesto thedispute so agreeand subject to suchtermsand
conditionsasthe partiesmay agree.

Article XXXI1V
Expenses of Arbitral Tribunal
1. Theexpensesof theArbitral Tribunal, includingthefeesand subsistence
allowancesof arbitratorsand expertsengaged for the purposesof adispute,
shall beborneequally by theM emberspartiestothedisputeunlesstheArbitral

Tribund, takingintoaccount thecircumstancesof thecase, otherwisedetermines.

2. Whereathird party intervenesinthe proceedings, the party shall bear
thecostsassociated withtheintervention.
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Article XXXV

Signature

ThisAgreement shall beopenfor signatureby any of the Statesor countries
referred toin paragraph 1 of Article 3.

Article XXXVI

Ratification
ThisAgreement and any amendmentsthereto shall besubject toratification
by signatory Statesinaccordancewiththeir respectiveconstitutional procedures.

Instrumentsof ratificationshall bedepositedwiththe Government of thehost country
whichshall transmit certified copiesthereof totheother signatory States.

Article XXXVII

Entry Into Force

This Agreement shall enter into force upon the deposit of the seventh
instrument of ratificationwiththe Government of thehost country.

Article XXXVIII

Registration

This Agreement and any amendmentsthereto shall be registered with the
Secretariat of the United Nationsin accordancewith Article 102 of the Charter.

Article XXXIX

Accession

1 Any country to which paragraph 2 of Article 3 appliesmay accedetothis
Agreement and become a Contracting Party on such termsand conditions asthe
Council may decide.
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2. Instrumentsof Accessionshall bedepositedwiththeDepositary.

Article XXXX
Withdrawal

1. A Contracting Party may withdraw fromthisAgreement by givingthree
years noticeinwritingtotheDepositary who shall promptly notify theother
Contracting Partiesaccordingly andthewithdrawal shall takeeffect threeyears
after thedateonwhichthenoticehasbeenreceived by the Depositary, unless
the Contracting Party beforethewithdrawal becomeseffectivenotifiesthe
Depositary inwriting of thecancell ation of itsnoticeof withdrawal .

2. A Contracting Party that withdrawsfromthisAgreement undertakesto
honour any financial or other obligationsduly assumed asaContracting Party;
thisincludesany matter relatingto an appeal filed beforewithdrawal becomes
effective.

Article XXXXI

Implementation
The Contracting Parties shall take all necessary action, whether of
alegislative, executive or administrative nature, for the purpose of giving

effect to this Agreement. Such action shall be taken as expeditiously
as possible, and the Director shall be informed accordingly.
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ANNEX TO THE AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE
CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY CLIMATE CHANGE CENTRE

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE BOARD OF THE
CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY CLIMATE CHANGE CENTRE
I.SCOPE

Rulel

1 These rules of procedures shall apply to all activities of the Board of the
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre(CCCCC) undertakeninaccordance
withtheAgreement Establishingthe CCC, dated 24 January 2002.

II. DEFINITIONS
Rule?2
For thepurposeof theserules:

1. “Agreement” means the agreement establishing the CCCCC, dated 24
January 2001;

2.“Parties” mean Statesor Territorieswhichhaveeither ratified, accepted or
accededtothe Agreement;

3. “Caribbean Community” meansthe Caribbean Community and Common
Market (CARICOM), whichwentinto effect on August 1, 1973. Amongits
principal objectivesisthe*accel erated, co-ordinated and sustained economic
development and convergence” of itsmember States;

4.“MDCs’ mean most devel oped countries;

5.“LDCs’ meanlessdevel oped countries,

6.“TheBoard” meanstheBoard of Directorsestablished under Article 10 of
the Agreement and el aborated further by decisionsof the COTED;
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7.“COTED” meanstheCouncil for Tradeand Economic Devel opment of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM);

8. " The Centre’” meansthe Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
(CCcccoO);

9.“TheDirector” meanstheDirector of theTechnical Secretariat of theCentre;

10.“MEAS’” meansmultilateral environmental agreementssuchastheUnited
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its
Kyoto Protocol; the ConventiononBiological Diversity (CBD); theUnited
NationsConventionto Combat Drought and Desertification (UNCCD); the
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs); and the
ViennaConventionanditsMontreal Protocol on Substancesthat Depletethe
OzonelL ayer;

11.“Chair” and“vice-chair” meanthe membersof the Board appointed by
COTED, on the recommendation of the Board, to serve in the capacity of
chairperson and vice-chairperson of theBoard, respectively;

12.“Member” meansmember of theBoard of the Centre;

13. “ Secretariat” meanstheTechnical Secretariat establishedunder Article12
of the Agreement to perform the functions outlined in Article 13 of the
Agreement;

14.* Stakeholders’ meansthepublic, includingindividual s, groupsor communities

withinthePartiestothe Agreement.

IHl. MEMBERS

A. Nomination, election and re-election

Rule3

Paragraph 1 of the Article 10 of the Agreement statesthat:
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1 The Board of Directors shall consist of representatives of Members and
Institutions, both publicand private. Set outinthe Annex tothisAgreement.

Rule4

TheFourteenthMeeting of the COTED in March 2003 agreethat:

1.

Initally, members of the Board would serve for three (3)
but could be reappointed for continuity purposes, if
necessary.

For the first three (3) years, the Board will consists of
eleven (11) members drawn from the following:

(@)

(b)

(c)

five (5) members representing Parties to the
Agreement: two (2) representing the more developed
countries (MDC), one (1) of which must be drawn
from a continental States; two (2) representing the
less developed countries (LDCs); and one (1)
representing the host country of the Centre ( Belize);

three (3) members drawn from regional private
sector entities representing the insurance industry,
the tourist industry and the petroleum industry;

three (3) members drawn from the following regional
institutions: CARICOM Secretariat; the Caribbean
Development Bank (CBD); and the University of the
West Indies.

Rule5

TheCOTED also agreedtothefollowing composition of theBoardfor itsfirst

(3) yearsof operation:

1. One (1) member representing Antiguaand Barbuda;

2.0ne (1) member representing Belize;
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3. One (1) member representing Barbados;

4. One(1) member representing Saint Lucig;

5. One(1) member representing Suriname;

6. One (1) member torepresent the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO)

and the Caribbean Hotel Association, and one (1) member to represent the
I nsurance A ssoci ation of the Caribbean;

7.0ne(1) member torepresent thepetroleumindustry in Trinidad and Tobago,
whowill beidentifiedinconsultation withthe Government of that country;

8.0ne(1) eachfromthe CARICOM Secretariat, the Caribbean Devel opment
Bank andtheUniversity of theWest Indies,

9. Toensurecontinuity after theinitial three(3) year period, amember whois
being reappointed shall servefor aperiod of two (2) years, whereaseach newly
appointed member shall servefor aperiod of three(3) years.

Rule6
Paragraph 3 of Article 10 of the Agreement statesthat:

The Centre shall defray the expenses of Members of the Board incurred to
attend meetingsof theBoard.

B. Suspension, termination and resignation

Rule7

1 TheBoard may suspend and recommendto COTED thetermination of
themembership of aparticular member, for causeincluding, inter alia, breach
of theconflict of interest provisions, breach of theconfidentiality provisions, or
failure to attend two consecutive meetings of the Board without proper
judtification.
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2. Any motion calling for the suspension of, and recommendation to
COTED toterminatethemembership of amember, shall immediately beputto
thevotein accordance with thevoting rulesin section V below. When the
motion concerns the suspension of, and recommendation to COTED to
terminatethemembership of the Chairman, appointed under Rule12, theVice-
Chairman shall act as Chairman until thevoting hasbeen conducted andits
result announced.

3. TheBoard shall suspend and recommendtermination of themembership
of amember, only after the member has been afforded the opportunity of a
hearing by theBoardinameeting.

Rule8

1. If amember resignsor isotherwiseunableto compl ete his/her term of
officeor to performthefunctionsof that office, theBoard may decide, bearing
inmindtheproximity of thenext session COTED, to appoint another member,
from the same country Party of the departing member, to replace the said
member for theremainder of that member’ smandate.

2. TheBoardshall request therelevant country Party to nominatethenew
member be appointedinaccordancewith paragraph 1 of thisrule.

C. Conflict of interest and confidentiality

Rule9

Members of the Board shall have no pecuniary or financial interest in any
aspectsof theCentre’ sactivities.

Rule10
1. Membersof theBoard shall takeawritten oath of servicewitnessed by
the Secretary-General of CARICOM (or his/her authorized representative)

beforeassuming hisor her dutiesasamember of theBoard.

2. Thewritten oath of serviceshall read asfollows(see Annex):
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Rulell

1. Members of the Board shall, subject to their responsibilitiesto the
Board, not discloseany confidential or proprietary informationcomingtotheir
knowledgeby reason of their dutiesasamember of theBoard. Theduty of the
member not to disclose confidential information constitutesanobligationin
respect of that member and shall remain an obligation after theexpirationor
termination of that member’ sfunctionfor theExecutiveBoard.

2. Information obtai ned by membersfromtheCentre’ sproject participants
marked asproprietary or confidential shall not bedisclosed without thewritten
consent of theprovider of theinformation, except asrequired by national law.

D. Officers
Rule12

TheChair andVice-Chair of theBoard shall beappointed by the COTED from
amongthemembersof theBoard, takingfully into account theneedfor rotation
andregional balance betweenthesepositions. TheChair andtheVice-Chair
shall servefor aperiod of three(3) years. Each may only bereappointed for
oneconsecutiveterm.

Rulel13

1. TheChair andVice-Chair shall serveintheir respectivecapacitiesat
any meeting of the Board.

2. If theChairisnot ableto serveinthat capacity for ameeting, theVice-
Chair shall serve as Chair. If both are unable to servein their respective
capacities, the Board shall designate one of its members from among its
memberspresent to serveasChair for that meeting.

3. If the Chair or Vice-Chair ceasesto be ableto carry out hisor her
functions, or ceasesto beamember, theBoard shall recommend anew Chair
or Vice-ChairtoserveasChair or Vice-Chair, for theremainder of theterm
for approval of thenext meeting of COTED whichfollowsthecessation of the
functionsof theChair or Vice-Chair appointed under Rule 12.
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Rulel14
1. The Chair shall presideover themeetingsof the ExecutiveBoard as
providedfor under thisrule;
2. In addition to exercising the functions conferred upon the Chair

elsewhereby theserules, the Chair shall declarethe opening and closing of
meetings, presideat meetings, ensurethe observanceof theserules, accordthe
right to speak, put questionsto thevote and announcedecisions. TheChair
shall ruleon pointsof order and, subject totheserules, shall have complete
control of the proceedingsand over themai ntenanceof order at themeeting.

3. The Chair may propose to the Board alimitation on the time to be
allowed to speakersand onthe number of timeseach member may speak on
aquestion, the adjournment or closure of the debate and the suspension or
adjournment of ameeting.

The Chair, or any other member designated by the Board, shall
represent theBoard asnecessary.

E. Other Officers
Rule15

1. A Secretary of theBoard shall beappointed by theBoard. He/sheshall
beresponsiblefor:

(a) Receiving, reproducing and distributing to members the
documents of a meeting;

(b) Recording and making available when required the full texts
of all the meetings and the decisions of the Board;

(c) Assistthe Board in fulfilling tasks relating to the maintenance
of files and the collection, processing and availability of

information;

(d) Perform all other work that the Board may require.
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2. TheSecretary shall attend and participateinthemeetingsof theBoard,
inaccordancewith paragraph 5 of Rule 31 of these Rulesof Procedure. Inthe
firstinstance, or until suchtimeasthe Centrebecomesaviablefinancial entity,
an individual identified by the Secretary-General of CARICOM (or his
designated representative), will serveasSecretary of theBoard, at nofinancial
cost to the Board.

3. A Legal Counsel totheBoard shall beappointed by theBoard. He/she
will provide, upon request, legal advice to the Board on matters under its
consideration. He/shecan attend and parti ci pateinthemeetingsof theBoard,
inaccordancewith paragraph 5 of Rule 31 of these Rulesof Procedure. Inthe
firstinstance, or until suchtimeasthe Centrebecomesaviablefinancial entity,
an individual identified by the Secretary-General of CARICOM (or his
designated representative), will serveaslegal counsel, at nofinancial costtothe
Board.

IV. MEETINGS
A. Dates

Rulel6

Inaccordancewithparagraph2of Article10of TheAgreement, theBoard shall meet
inordinary session onceayear and in extraordinary session asoften asthe Board
considersnecessary or expedient.

Rule17

1. At the first Board meeting of each calendar year, the Chair shall
proposefor theapproval of theBoard aschedul eof meetingsfor that calendar
year.

2. If changestothescheduleor additional meetingsarerequired, theChair
shall, after consultationswith all members, givenoticeof any changesinthe
datesof schedul ed meetings, and/or of the datesof additional meetings.
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Rule18

TheChair shall conveneand givenoticeof thedateof each meeting of theBoard not
lessthan eight weeks prior to thedate of such meeting.

Rule19

The Secretary of theBoard shall promptly notify all thoseinvited tothemeeting.

Rule20

TheDirector of the CCCCC istheExecutive Secretary and shall alsofunction
astheReporting Secretary.

B. Venue

Rule21

M eetingsof theBoard shall beheld at thelocation of the Centre, unlesstheBoard
decidesotherwiseor other appropriatearrangementsaremadeby the Secretary of
theBoard, inconsultationwiththeChair.

C. Agenda

Rule22

TheChair, assisted by the Secretary of theBoard, shall draft theprovisional
agendaof each meeting of the Board and transmit acopy of such provisional
agenda, agreed upon by theBoard at itspreviousmeeting, toall thoseinvited
tothemeeting.

Rule23
Additionsor changestotheprovisional agendaof ameeting may beproposed

tothe Secretary of theBoard by any member andincorporatedintheproposed
agendaprovided that themember, shall givenoticethereof tothe Secretary of
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theBoard not lessthan four weeksbeforethe date set for the opening of the
meeting. The proposed agendafor the meeting shall be transmitted by the
Secretary of theBoardto all thoseinvited to themeeting threeweeksbefore
thedate set for the opening of themeeting.

Rule24

TheBoardshall, at the beginning of each meeting, adopt theagendafor the
mesting.

Rule25

Any itemincluded ontheagendafor ameeting of theBoard, consideration of
which hasnot been compl eted at that meeting, shall beincluded automatically
ontheprovisional agendafor thenext meeting, unlessotherwisedecided by the
Board.

D. Documentation
Rule26

1. All documentation for aBoard meeting shall be made availableto
membersthrough the Secretary of the Board at | east two weeks beforethe
mesting.

2. Documentation canbemadepublicly availableby the Secretary of the
Board soon after transmissionto members. Availability of suchdocumentation
shall besubjecttoconfidentiality provisions.

E. Transparency

Rule27

Subject to the need to protect confidential information, the principle of
transparency should apply to all thework of the Board, encompassing the
timely public availability of documentation after due consideration by the
COTED.
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F.Attendance
Rule28

1. M eetingsof theBoard shall beopento attendance, asobservers, by all
Partiesand stakehol ders, except where otherwise decided by the Board.

2. Observers may, upon invitation by the Board, make presentations
relatingto mattersunder consideration by theBoard.

G. Quorum

Rule29

Atleast twothirdsof themembersof the Board must be present to constitute
aquorum.

H. Voting

Rule30

1. Decisions by the Board shall be taken by consensus, whenever
possible. If all effortsat reaching aconsensus have been exhausted and no
agreement reached, decisionsshall betaken by athree-fourthsmajority of the
memberspresent and voting at the meeting. Membersabstaining fromvoting
shall beconsidered asnot voting.

2. TheChair shall ascertainwhether consensushasbeen reached. The
Chair shall declarethat aconsensusdoesnot existif thereisastated objection
to the proposed decision under consideration by amember of theBoard.

3. Each member shall have one vote. For the purpose of thisrule, the
phrase“memberspresent and voting” meansmemberspresent at themeeting
at whichvotingtakesplaceand casting an affirmativeor negativevote.
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Rule31

1. Whenever, inthejudgment of theChair, adecisionmust betaken by the
Boardwhich cannot be postponed until thenext meeting of theBoard, theChair
shall transmit to each member a proposed decision, with an invitation to
approvethedecision by consensus. Together with theproposed decision, the
Chair shall provide, subject totheapplicableconfidentiality requirements, the
relevant factsthat, intheChair’ sjudgement, justify decision-making pursuant
tothisrule 30. The proposed decision shall betransmittedintheform of an
el ectronicmessage. A quorumof theBoardisrequiredto confirmtherecei pt
of themessage.

2. Members shall be given two weeks from the date of receipt of the
proposed decisionfor comments. Thesecommentsshall bemadeel ectronically
availabletomembersand alternatemembers.

3. Attheexpiration of the periodreferredtoin paragraph 2 above, the
proposed decisionshall beconsidered approvedif thereisno objectionby any
member. If anobjectionisraised, theChair shall includeconsideration of the
proposed decision asanitem onthe proposed agendafor the next meeting of
theBoardandinformtheBoard accordingly.

4, Any decision madeusing theprocedurespecifiedinparagraphs1to3
of thisruleshall beincludedinthereport of theBoard at itsnext meeting.

5. Observersinvitedto participateinthe meetingsof theBoard shall do
so at thediscretion of the Chair and do not havetheright tovoteor to participate
inany formof voting, including by el ectronic means, by membersof theBoard.
Observersshall bebound by theconfidentiality provisionsof theBoard.

VI.LANGUAGES

Rule32

Theworkinglanguageof theBoard shall beEnglish. Thefull text of all decisionsof
theBoard shall submittedtothe COTED.
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VII. COMMITTEES, PANELS AND WORKING GROUPS
Rule33

1. The Board may establish committees, panelsor working groupsto
assistintheperformanceof itsfunctions. TheBoard shall draw ontheexpertise
necessary to performitsfunctions. Inthiscontext, it shall takefully intoaccount
theconsideration of regional balance.

2. Each committee, panel or working group shall be composed of an
appropriate number of membersdetermined by the Board M embersof these
bodies shall have demonstrated and recognized technical expertisein the
relevant field of work.

3. I n establishing acommittee, working group or panel, the Board shall
appoint two Board membersto act asChair and Vice-Chair of thepanel. The
Board may appoint additional membersto participatein each of thesebodies.

4, I nestablishingacommittee, working group or panel, the Board shall
determineitstermsof reference. Thetermsof referenceshall includeawork
plan, thedeadlinefor submission of documents, thecriteriafor thesel ection of
thebody’ membersand the necessary budgetary provisions.
5. Reportsof committees, panel sand working groupstotheBoard shall
bemadepublicly available, subjectto confidentiality provisions.
VIII.SECRETARIAT

Rule34
The Secretariat shall servicetheBoard.

Rule35
TheDirector shall arrangefor theprovisionof staff and servicesrequiredfor
theservicing of theBoard fromwithin availableresources. TheDirector shall

manageand direct such staff and servicesand provideappropriate support and
advicetotheBoard.
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IX. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Rule 36
TheBoard shall undertakeany tasksassignedtoit by the Agreement, and by
any subsequent decisionstaken by the COTED.

X. RECORD OF THE MEETING

Rule37
Beforetheend of each meeting, the Chair shall present draft conclusionsand
decisionsof themeeting for consideration and approval by theBoard. Any
writtenrecordsof theBoard or recordingsof proceedingsshall alwaysbekept
by the Secretary of the Board withinthe physical premisesof the Technical
Secretariat.

XI. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES

Rule 38
Onceadopted by the Board and subsequently approved by the COTED, the
Board may at any timemakeamendmentsor additionstoitsrulesof procedure,
asappropriate. Such amendmentsand/or additionsshall be submittedtothe
COTED foritsapproval.

XIl. AMENDMENTS TO THE AGREEMENT

Rule39
TheBoard may recommend amendments, additionsand/or deletionstothe
Agreementtothe COTED, asCentreevol vesto meet thechallengesfaced by

the region with respect to the MEA s and sustai nabl e development, for the
latter’ sconsideration and subsequent adoption.
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ANNEX
Oath of Service

“1 solemnly declarethat | will perform my dutiesasamember of theBoard of
theCentre, honourably, faithfully, impartially and conscientioudly.

“1 further solemnly declareand promisethat | shall havenofinancia interestin
any aspect of the Centre’ soperations, includingitsproject activities. Subject
to my responsibilities to the Board, | shall not disclose, even after the
termination of my functions, any confidentia or proprietary informationwhich
hasbeen brought to theattention of theBoardin connectionwiththeoperations
of theCentre, or any other confidential information comingtomy knowledge
by reason of my dutiesfor theBoard.

“1 shall disclosetothe Chairman of theBoard any interestinany matter under
discussionbeforetheBoardwhichmay constituteaconflict of interest or which
might beincompatible with the requirements of integrity and impartiality
expected of amember of theBoardand | shall refrainfrom participatinginthe
work of theBoardinrelationto such matter.”

Signedby: Witnessedby:

Member of theBoard Secretary-General of CARICOM
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SECOND SCHEDULE
(Section 2)

PROTOCOL ON THE PROVISIONAL APPLICATION OF THE
AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE CARIBBEAN
COMMUNITY CLIMATE CHANGE CENTRE

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES:

Recalling that Article 37 of the Agreement Establishing the
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCC) provided for its
entry into force upon the deposit of the seventh Instrument of Ratification
with the Government of the host country;

Desiring to provide for the expeditious operationalisation of the
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCC);

Have agreed as follows:

Article |

Provisional Application of the Agreement Establishing the
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre

Thesignatoriesof the Agreement Establishing the Caribbean Community
Climate ChangeCentrehaveagreedto apply thesaid Agreement amongthemselves
provisionaly, pendingitsdefinitiveentry intoforceinaccordancewith Article37
thereof.

Article 11
Entry Into Force

This Protocol shall enter into force upon signature by seven of
the signatories of the Agreement Establishing the Caribbean Community
Climate Change Centre.
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