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No. 7 of 2015

| assent,

(SIRCOLVILLEN. YOUNG)
Governor-General

29th July,2015

AN ACT to levy, charge and collect a tax on each
manifested cruise ship passenger on a cruise ship
entering and leaving Belize and tendering its
passengers to the Fort Street Tourism Village; to
validate the purported imposition, collection and
distribution of a tax on each manifested cruise ship
passenger onacruise ship entering and leaving Belize
andtendering its passengerstothe FortStreet Tourism
Village; and to provide for matters connected therewith
or incidental thereto.

(Gazetted 1st August, 2015.)
BE IT ENACTED, by and with the advice and consent of
the House of Representatives and Senate of Belize and

by the authority of the same as follows:

1. ThisActmay becitedasthe

CRUISE SHIPPASSENGER TAX ACT, 2015

Short title.
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Interpretation.

2.

InthisAct, unlessthecontext otherwiserequires

“cruise ship” means apassenger ship employed inthe
carriageof passengersprimarily oninternational voyages,

“cruise ship passenger” meansapassenger arrivingin
Belizefromaforeignportandleaving Belizewithinforty-
eight hoursafter arrival onthe samevessel by whichhe
arrived;

“cruise ship passenger tax” means the tax levied and
payableunder section 4,

“Fort Street TourismVillage” meanstheland designated
by the Government astheofficial port of entry of cruise
ship passengerstoBelizeDistrict, under and by virtueof
acontract withthe Government of BelizeandtheBelize
TourismBoard;

“Fort Street TourismVillageLimited” meansthecom-
pany duly formedand established under thelawsof Belize
that ownsand operatestheFort Street Tourism Village;

“manifested cruiseship passenger” meansacruiseship
passenger whose name appearsor would beentitledto
appear onthepassenger manifest for thevoyageonwhich
thepassenger iscarried, andwhoisnot excludedfromthe
payment of cruiseship passenger tax under section4(5);

“passenger” meansany person carried on aship other
than-

(@) themaster, anapprentice, amember of the
crew or aperson employed or engagedin
any capacity on boardtheshiponthebusi-
nessof theship;
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(b) achildunder oneyear of age; or

(c) apersoncarriedontheshipinpursuance
of theobligation laid uponthe master to
carry shipwrecked, distressed or other
persons, or by reason of any circumstances
whichneither themaster nor theowner nor
thecharterer (if any) could haveprevented
orforestalled;

“passenger ship” meansaship carrying or capabl e of
carrying morethantwel vepassengers;

“resident passenger” meansapassenger who, for the
purposes of the Immigration Act is deemed to be a
citizenof Belizeor to possesspermanent residency in
Bdize

“ship” includesevery description of vessel usedinnavi-
gation.

3. ThisAct appliesto each manifested crui se ship passen-
ger on acruise ship entering and leaving Belize and which
tendersitspassengerstotheFort Street TourismVillage.

4. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, atax to be
known asthe* cruise ship passenger tax” ishereby imposed,
which shall be levied and charged on, and paid by, each
manifested cruise ship passenger onacruiseshipenteringand
leaving Belize and which tendersits passengersto the Fort
Street TourismVillage.

(2) Therate of tax payable under subsection (1) and
any variationthereof, shall bedetermined by theBelize Tourism
Board.

(3) A determination madeunder subsection (2) shall be
made by Order published inthe Gazette.

CAP. 156.

Application.

Cruise ship
passenger
tax.
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Collection
and
distribution
of cruise
ship
passenger
tax.

Validation
of
imposition,
collection
and
distribution
of cruise
ship
passenger
tax.

(4) An Order made under subsection (3) shall belaid
beforetheHouse of Representativesand besubject to negative
resolution.

(5) The cruise ship passenger tax isnot payable by a
passenger who

(a) isunder theageof fiveyears;

(b) enjoysdiplomaticimmunitiesor privileges;

(c) isacrew member of thevessel andwhoison
duty

(d) isexempted from payment of thetax under
any other law;

(e) isaresident passenger;

(f) isaperson deportedto Belize.

5. The cruise ship passenger tax levied, charged and
payableunder section4 shall becollected by theBelize Tourism
Board and may be shared between the Fort Street Tourism
VillageLimited and the Government of Belizeinaratiotobe
determined betweentheparties.

6. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
provisions or any other law to the contrary, the purported
imposition, and collection, ingoodfaith andintheabsence of
statutory provision therefor, of a cruise ship passenger tax
during the period commencing onthe 20th day of December,
2000 and immediately preceding thecommencement of this
Act, andthedistribution of thepurportedtax coll ected between
the Fort Street Tourism Village or its predecessor and the
Government of Belizeor itsnominee, arehereby validated and
all suchtaxeslevied or collected or purporting to have been
leviedor collected and distributed during that period arehereby
declaredto havebeenvalidly, properly and lawfully levied or
collected and distributed asif donelawfully andinaccordance
withthisAct.
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