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MR SPEAKER in the Chair.

PRAYERS read by Mr Speaker.

PETITICHS

HON. V. CASTILLO (Deputy Speaker): Mr Speaker, I rise

to introduce a Petition for the Incornoration of the Iglesia
Evangelica Bl Calvario (Belize).

HOUSE OF

MR SPEAKEn. v~+ +he Petition be read..

HON. V. CASTILLO (Deputy Speaker): "BELIZE: IN THE
~ REPRESENTATIVES A.D. 1981l First Session 1981.°
Petition for leave to introduce a Eili'to‘provide

for the incorporation of the IGLESIA EVANGELICA EL
CALVARIO (BELIZE).
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1.

¥

hereunto :
set forth above in the preamble of the said Bill.

3.

~and-in a
the Standing Orders of Your Honourable House have been published.

4.

the auth?rlty of tho Hatiocnal

Mr Speak
for the 1]

Security
Paper No
N

”i_Securlty :
~No. HR79/1/4 -

19803 N
No, HR81
Question
(Insuran

- Security

Social S
No, HRS85

' No. HR86

Persons

To: The Honourable the Members of the House of

Representatives of Belize as in session assembled.

‘The Humble Petition of the Iglesia Evangelica E1.
Calvario (Belize).

' The object of this Bill is to incorporate the IGLESIA. -

EVANGELICA EL CALVARIO as a body corporate over the activities
of the Church of that name.

Your Petitioners have the Bill of which a copy is
annexed to be prepared for giving effect to the purposes

The Notices of advertisement in the Government Gazette
¥Wewspaper circulating in the country in accordance with -

Bill cannot be effected without .
“:benﬂlv.

JThe objects of the zald

Your Petitioner, tnwh,‘uf@ bUnb¢} nrays Your Honourable -

':House that leave may be given to hrlmg in the said Bill.

And Your Pet 1t10ner will ever pray, etc. etc. ete.

For and on behalf of the Iglesia Evangelica
el Calvario (Belize)
By its Chairman of the Committee of Management.

President (Sgd.) Edwardo Yacab
Secretary (Sgd.) Solomon Yacab"

PAPERS

HON. G, PRICE ( Premier and Minister of Finance ): I rise,
er, -to layron the Table, Sessional Paper 75A - White Paper .

MR SPEAKERz That Paper is ordered to lie on the Table.

HON. E. BRICENO { iinister of Local Government and chiali
)4 Mr Speaker, I rise to lay on the Table, Sessional
. HR76/1/4 - RBelize Citv (Rates)(Amendment) By-Laws,

5. HR 77/1/4 - Social Security (Registration of Employers
oyed Persons )Regulations, 1950; No. HR78/1/4 - Social -
(Collection of Contrilutions) Regulations, 19807

Social Security (Zlaimg and Payments) Regulations,
b. HR80/1/4 - Social Zccurity (Benefit) Regulations, 1980
/1/4 = Social Security (Determination of Claims and

s) Regulations,1980: No. 82/1/4 - Social Security .

ce Stamps) Requlations, 1980; No. HR83/1/4 - Social
(Contributions) Regulations, 1980: No. HR84/1/4 -

Dcurlty (Financial and Acccunting) Regulations, 19803

/1/4 -
/1/4 -

- Social Seecurity (Voluntary Contributors and.
Abroad) Regulations,

1930,
MR SPEAKER: Thosenpapers are ordered to lie on the Table.

/—WR SFNTATIOLQo o ee o8

Proposed Terms of a Conatitution for the Independent Belize. -

Social Security (Classification) Regulations, 1980 .-
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PRESENTATICIY OF RERFORTS OF COMMITTEES

. HON,. V.H. COURTEHAY ( Minister of State ): Mr Speaker,
I beg to make a report of the Health, Education and Welfare
Committee on the Dangerous Jruge (Anendment) Bill, 198;

i In perfornlng the duties to them referred your Commlttee
held its Meetlng on the 26 January 1981,

é Your Commlttmc has gone through the Bill clause by
clause and have agreed that it be returned to the House for
Second Readlng without amendment.

: | Minutes of the 'proceedings' of the lMeeting held are
attached and form part of this Report.

MR SPEAKER: That Report is ordered to lie on the Table.

| HON. S. MUSA ( Attorney General and Minister of Education
~and Sports ): 'Mr Speaker, I beg to make a report of the

Special Select Commlttee o“ the ew Apostolic Church Belize
Bill, 1980 -

In con51der1no the matter to them referred, your
Committee held 1t5 meeting on 23 November 1980.

Your Commlttee has gone through the Bill clause by
clause and has agreed that it be returned to the House for Second
Readlng with: the following amendment:=-

"delete clause 7"

Copies of the procesedings of the Meeting held are
attached and form part of this Report. '

Mr Speaker, I wish to wake a report of the Special
Select COmmlttee on the Iglesia Universal Cristiana (Belize)
Bill, -1980.: ;

In considering the matter to them referred your
Committee held its meeting on the 28 Novewmber 1980.

; Your Committee has gone through the Bill clause by
clause and has agreed that it e returned to the House for
Second Reading with the following amendments:-

"delete clause 7"

s Copies of the proceedincs of the meeting held are
attached and form part of this Roport.

I believe that thers's one more report, Mr Speaker,
on the Special Select Committee appointed to consider and report
on the Belize Evangelical Mennor.ite Church Bill, 1980.

: _ In considering the matter to them referred, your
- Committee held its meeting on 2/ HWovember 1980,

: Your Committaee has gonwnthroﬁgh the Bill clause by
Clause .and has agreed that it be returned to the House for
" Second Reading without amendment. '

/Copies....




. Copies of the proceedings of the Meeting held are
attached and form part of this Report

!

. MR SPEAKER: Thosa Reports are ordered to lie on the Table,
HON. G. PECH ( Minister of Trade and Industry ): Mr Speaker,
I rise to present a report of the Ways and Means Committee on
. the Loan to the: Government of Belize - Caribbean Development Bank.
: L
| In cons;derlng the matiter to them refarred vour

Committee held its meeting on 2% January 1981 and heard evidence
given in explanation of the Motion I the 3551stant Secretary,
Mlnlstry of Finance, Mrs., C. Hyde,

5
‘ ed the Motion and

The Committee have thercfore conside .
use for adoption.

er
have agreed that it be return=d to the Hou £

Copies of the proceedings of the meeting held are attached
and form part of this repork.

MR SPEAKER: That Raport'ia ordered to lie on the Table.
STATEMENTS BY MINISTE

‘ HON. G, PRICE ( Premier and Minister of Finance ): Earlier
today, Mr Speaker, I laid on the Table of this Honourable House

‘a White Paper containing Government's proposals for the new
Constitution of Belize on our attainment of independence;

| Honourable Members, it is the intention of the Government
of Belize to agree with the Government of the United Kingdom
within the next few weeks a date for a Constitutional Conference.
This Conference will prepare for the independence of Belize to
take place before the end of this vear. The Belize delegation

to this Conference will include members from both the Government
and the Opposition. -

This is the will of the majority of our Belizean people,
who have given the People's United Party the mandate to lead
Belize to a safe and secure independencc with all our territorv.

A The attainment of our goal of independence also has the
_backing |of the international community. Members will recall that
only a flew months ago the United Nations, by a vote of 139 to

- none against, declared that Belize should become an independent
 fnatiQn before the conclusionr of the next Session of the General
‘Assembly and called upon the United Kingdom to convene a
Constitutional Conference to prepare for the independence of
Belize, This position was endorsed a few weeks later by the
 General Assembly of the Organization of American States,

The independence of Belize will be a safe and secure

" independence. The United Kingdom Government has assured the

. Government of Belize that it will see us safely through independence.,
‘The details of this defence arrangement will be more clearly

‘defined and finalised between the two Governments and shall be made

known tq the people in ample time

|
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The White Paper now before this Honourable House contains
an outline of Government's progosals for the Constitution of the
Independent Nation of Belize, There were many approaches

available to Government, Government could have awaited proposals
from the people and used those to form the basis of the Constitution
without .any guidance from Government, This, however, would not
have been the most helpful approach and would have been tantamount
to the abdication of Government's responsibility and duty to lead
the people. Government, thercfore, elected to put forward its
views to the people.

| The Constitution of Belize is a Constitution for all the
people of Belize. If it ie to work effectively, it must win as
wide acceptance as possible. It is, therefore, the hope of
Government that the people of Belize will feel totally free to
comment on these proposals and to add their own views. I am sure
that all responsible citizens, groups and. organizations will
recognise the importance of this document and make every effort

to come forward with their own views. I propose later on in this
Sitting to move a motion to create a machinery to make this
possible.

Mr Speaker, during the last seventeen years we have worked
a diff#cult Constitution which was never intended to last so long.
That Constitution gave more responsibility than authority to the
people's Government. The unusually long period between self-
government and independence has familiarised us with a Parliamentary
System |of Government which we have learned to use. Government

has, therefore, selected the Monarchial System of Government as

the initial constitutional move on attaining independence. The
future may justify -alterations when and where the cireumstanées
warrant,

Government's proposals are based on the principle of
retaining those institutions which have served us well and re-
designing those which have not. They also take into account

those changes necessary to give full sovareignty. Thus, we

- propose that there should ke 0O fundamental change in the Legislature
the Judiciary and the Financial systom., For axample, some areas

of Executive authority have been re-designed and provisions are

‘made to protect the rights of the Public Servies in the context of
indepeqdence.

% The document befors you. K =

Government's overriding couund b he nrinciples of social
justice, human rights and arvation of fundamental freedoms.
It ref%ects our faith in a deine -3¢ society in which the govern-
ment ig freely elected on th :
It reinforces our view that aié and institutions remain free
~only wﬁen freedom is Founded unon the respect for moral and
spiritual values and upon the rule of law. Tt £H1fills our
commitment to the preservation of the right of the individual to
- the ownership of private property.

rakle Members, reflects

.
ket

L Mr Speaker, Honouralble Members, it is a commitment of
the New and Progressive Belizean Revolution to lead Belize to a

- safe and secure indepaendence with all our territory intact, The
presentation of Government's proposals for a Constitution for

- independence is another step in our fulfilment of this commitment.

(applause)
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INTRODUCTICH OF BILLS

1. Towns Property Tax (Azendment) Bill, 1981

HON.. E.. BRICENO ( Minister of iLocal Government and Social
Securlty }: . Mx Speaﬁer, T rise to introduce a Bill for an Ordinance
to amend the Towns Property Tax Ordinance Mo, 5 of 1960, which

secks to change the date of waluatiosn roll and to change the due
date for the payment of property taxes to coincide with the

beglnnlng of the new financial wvear, that is, April lst

Bill read a First Tiae and ovdered to he printed.

MR SPEAKER: This Bil

. _ i 11 is r;f arred to the Health,
Education and Welfare Cowmnittec swamination,. consideration
and report.-

2. TLocal Government (District Baards)(ﬁmendment)'Bill, 1981

HON, E. BRICESO ( Minister of Local Government and Social

Security ): Mr Speaker, { vlm@ Lo introduce a Bill for an
Ordinance to amend the Loc Government (District Boards) Ordinance,.
Chapter§l36 of the Laws of BQLL_ , to provide for the dissolution

of the Monkey River Town Board and for the vesting in the Crown

of the property which belong to that Town Board at the time of its
dissolution.

It is proposed that the dis saolution of the Boéid take
effect from December 1, 19281, 1ﬁﬂedlutely after the current term
of the Board ends. :

_ _ The proposal to dissclve the township of Monkey River

-was made only after long and careful consideration of the condition
that has prevailed in that Town for the past decade oi so; for
example, the population in that town, acgordlnq to the census
figures in 1970 was a total of =77 persons; in 1980, the total
population was 191 persons. How, let us compare the population
figures of Monkey Rlver with some of the villages in the area; for
example, Mango Creek and Indegenaonﬁe in 1970 had a pOpulatlon of
B2?; and‘a total of 1,474 in 15803 Seilne Blth, 500 in 1970 and

in 1980 - 465s Placencia - 290 in 1979 and in 1930 - 334

San Antionio, in 1970, had 1,357 and in 19383, ahowed a population
growth |of 1,087.

The level of economi.
has been so for the past seve
tinuous mlgratlon to other loc
signifilcant increase in uCO}D activity these places have been
so overy the years; for examp -,.ﬂ*nwo Creek and Independence,

activity is practically nil, and
al years, and there has been con=-
l ries where there has been

Some of the main sources of revenue in any town are

. Property Taxes, Trade and Liguor Licence. Unfortunately, in the
case of Monkey River Town, in 19¢ 3G, the following revenues were
collected: Property Taxes 285,403 Trade Licence, $60.00s
Liquor [Licence, $150.00: they ailgo collected fees for the supply
of eledtricity,. $614. QO and amotory Fees, $2.00, giving total
Revenue collected, $l 111.40,

The level: of Property Tax collected by the Board is low
because as shown in the valuation Roll, there are only 132
rateable properties in the Town and more than 50% are vacant lots.

a4y "”!t?h(«ao a e e,




The to%al collectable revenue on thesce properties is only $373,.60.
Against the total revenue collected - $1,111.40 - the Board incurred
expenditures of some 57 , 853,00,

. All informaticn available therefore, shows that Monkey
River hds, unfortunately, been dying as a Town. We realize,
however, that it is still home f£or & number of Belizeans, and these
people can be assured that the decision to dissolve the Township
most ecertainly does not mean that they will be forgotten by this
Government, for the Government has-a commitment to all Belizeans
wherever they may live, irrespective of how small or isolated the
community.

} Mr Speaker, I would just like to briefly trace the history
of Monkey River, for apart from it being siaply a matter of interest,
it will [also show it was a fair-sized town, and indeed was declared
a Township before a number of other towns within the country which
has long surpassed it in progress and development.

Monkey River settlement was declared a Town on & August
1891, and must have been a settleaent of some size because Punta
Gorda and Stann Creek - now Dangriga - were not declared Towns

until 1895: Cayo and Benque Viejso were not declared Towns until
1904,

| In 1892, Monkey River had two schools with a fotal
enrollment of 116 children; this would have placed the total
population at about 500 persons. In 1900 the school enrollment
was 97. ‘ : ® '

In 1911, the census showed that ronkey. River Town and

the people along the river and branches numbered 771. The census
of 1921 showed a population figure of 424.

1
| There ave a number of well-known and respected Belizeans
who lived in Monkey River at various times. For example, there
was Belizean Historian, E.O. Winzerling, who wrote "The Beginnings
of British Honduras" and "Aspccts of Maya Culture"; there was

Canon Percy B, Simpson and Canon J..L. 3lackett.

It appears that the first set-back to the dwellers of
Monkey River Town was the Panama or Sigatoka Disease which destroyed
banana plantations in the Stann Creck Valley in 1910 and 1920,

It is interesting to note that as far back as 1939,
recommendations were made that Monkey River Township should either
be dissolved or reconstructed due to very unfavourable conditions
there. - “w g

Mr Speaker, I felt it necessary to go into this detail to
show that there is little alternative but for the Government to
reluctantly propose that the Township of Monkey River be dissolved.
I would also like to repeat that the dissolution of the Board will
not take| effect until December 1, 1981 immediately after the current
term of the Board ende,

(applause)

Bill read a First Time and ordered to be printed.

MR SPEAKER: This Bill is

and Welfﬁre Committee for examination, consideration and report.
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MOTIONS RELATING TO THA RUSINGESS OR 3ITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

HON, -G..PRICE ( Premier and Minister of Finance ):
Mr Speaker;.I move that at its rising today, the House adjourns
to a date to be fixed by the Speaker, '

. MR SPEAKER: Honourahle HMembers,
the House at its rising today, adiourns to
by the Speaker.

rhe Duoestion is that
a date to be fixed

| All those in favoury.
kindly say no.. I think the

Those against,.

TIT TR TN ETTO TR
Fugadlt, huD LD

B

|
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1. Loan to the Government of Belize — Caribbean Development.
A Bani | EE

HON. ‘G. PRICE ( Premier and Minister of Finance Y: I move =

' WHEREAS under the provisions of Section 3 of

the Loans (Caribbhean Developnment Bank) Ordinance, 1971
(No. 26 of 1971) the Government may, in such manner

and on such terms and subijzct to such conditions as

may be agreed hetween the Covernment and the Bank
from time to time horrow such sums as may be required

| by the Government: '

AND WHEREAS the Carilibean Development Bank has
now agreed to lend the additional sum of U.8, 55,000,000
(United States dollars five million) to the Government
for the purpose of financing the expansion programme
of the Belize Electricity system in the Belize City/
Ladyville areag :

BE IT RESOLVED that this House approves & loan
of USS$2,500,00C from the Bank's Special Funds Resources
and U.S.$2,500,000 from the Bank's Ordinary Capital
Resources to the Government for the.pupose stated
above on Caribbean Development Bank's standard terms
and conditions and on.the terms and conditions set
out in the Motion.

B _ HON. C. THOMPSCH ( Mesopotamia )3 I rise to make some
comments in respect of this Moticng this Motion which reguests

this House to, this morning, avprove a loan of some ten million

Belizean dollars for an expansion programme Ly the Belize

- Electricity Board.

o -

; . Mr Speaker.,. before I go into the details of this Motion,

¥- I would like to state here that the resolution before us today

i tells us absolutely nothing i: 4 +n the exact expansion
project Government has in mind, : Fouse is reguested to

approve a loan of ‘ten million dollars and +his House does not
know tHe conditions made between this Zovernment and the Caribbean

Development Bank. What offers,. what adjustaents, what arrangements
were made to have this loans this House is very ignorant of that
fact. ‘

o
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In the Committee stage, I requested the Chairman of the

Committee to submit to Members of this House the terms and con-

ditions of the loan.

convince
told tha

so I am supposed to bhe fool-fools I

Minister

supported by the Clerk of this House,

there is

thig particular loan.
me before I come here today.
Mr Speaker, I will read to vyou some sections
terms and conditions, and I will start off with
On page 53 Section

All efforts were used to inform me and

me that a thing of that nature is non-existeént.. I was
t this document iz the terms and conditions of the loan -
no know hetta. The

Deputy Minister of Works,
attempted to tell me that
ctandard normal condition for
T asked that it be submitted or given to

T haven't seen it vet, But,

of that non=existent
the first section,
2, it savs here "“he Carilhean Development Bank

of Lands,supported Ly the

no conditioh apart from a

shall receive evidence acceptable to the Caribbean Development Bank

that the
Board to
grant".

dollars,
dollars

away 7.6
ten mill
loan whi
feel a p
collecte
be burde
burdened

conditio
obligati
may othe
adequate
of assoc
Board to

Government of Belize has acread with the Belize Blectricity
convert the long-~term cebt of 7.6 million dollars to a

In other words, to get that loan of ten million Belizean
this Government has decided to throw away 7.6 million
that the tax payers pay cvery day; they are throwing
million dollars, writing off, in orxder to get a loan of
ion dollars.. That is in the terms and conditions of the
ch is non-existent. The tax payers, Mr Speaker, will
ressure of paying for money which Government could have
1 from the Electricity Board. The tax payers will now
hed with 7.6 million dollars more on what they are being

o
&

with now in order to get a loan of ten million dollars.
|

' I go further to read from that non-existent terms and
ns, page 54 Part III says "without prejudice to the

on under the Ordinance except as Caribbean Development Bank
rwise agree, the Belize Electricity Board shall prescribe
‘charges for the supply of electricity and the provisions
iate services in order to enalkle the Belize Electricity

| obtain a yield on the Board's rate-base as revalued by

the Consultants réferred to in previous chapters above and as

revalued

annually thereafter by the Board in a manner acceptable

to the Government of Belize, an annual return of such level as

to vield
accumula

1981 andi1984, Government haz agreed that the

Board wi
pay thei

increase

which me
now will
conditio
refused

Member of

This is

existeént

Lands, P
prevent

charges.'

read it
for 1979
policy i

a net internal generation of funds sufficient to

te annually". What it is saying here, Mr Speaker, between
‘ Belize Electricity
11 increase its rate to the public.  Those who cannot

r light bhill now, will be paying more light bill with an
of 6, 7 and 8%,. respectively, between now and .1984,

ans that by 1984, those who are paying high light bills
be paying 21% more; but they do not want the terms and
ns of the agreement revealed so they kept it back and

to have Members of the Opposition Party or myself as a
the Committee to know what I happen to know about it,
the type of Government we are dealing with.

I go further, it says heré on page 60 of the non-
terms and conditions of the acreement, Mr Minister of
art 18 "The Government of Belize shall undertake not to
the Belize Electricity Board from prescribing adequate
" In other words ~1I don't have the dogument here, I
one day, a little blue book called "The P.U.P, Manifesto
", but in that book it says that the P.U.P. party
$ price control, and here they are agreeing . to tie their

hands, close their eyes, turn theix backs to the Belize

Electricity Board.
the rates as high as

agreemen

of the Government, Mr Speaker, is price

agreed t

And the Belize Zlectricity Board can raise
possitle and Government is bound by this

t not to control it. I no understand tuat. The policy
control Wut they have

o break their poliecy in order to get a ten million dollar

loan and{they will allow the Belize mlectricity Board to increase
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their rates as they see fit, I ran't trust this Government.
They have a policy and they agree. to kreak tlle policy. %hen
they say we will have ailitar lutbnce, we won't have any.

That's what they tell us, T {2 tells me that the Board is in

a very,ivery serious pogition, technical and administrative
mis-management.  Right now in Belize 2ity, thev have black-out.-
Last nlght I wanted to prepare my notes for this morning and I
did it with lamp because Lb@ro waz no lights hut you know what
is happen1ng° I'm going to read to the Spaaker about the
condltlpn of the Belize wl@btri”l1y Board. The halance sheet
for the Board at the end of ~cpuopwer 1940 indicates that the
Board is in a precarlouS'f nancial position with a net deficit
of 5 million dollars, long- —tera doficit of 19.2 million dollars
and only a net asset: of. 15,9 million doliars, However, the
Government of Belize has indicated that the 7 million dollars in
the lon0~tern debt will be written off. %y what we are talking
about today, apart from this 5 million V.4, dollars resolution,
we are |discuseing 37 million dollars, Ur Speakexr, not 5 million,
because in the terms and conditions of the loan also which is
non—-exilstent, it tells us that this arOJec*c costs 29 million
dollars which means Government is horrowing 10 millions they
will find the other 19 million +to make the 29 hecause that

half the project and they are writing off 7 million dollars. plus’
the intlerest of 1.2 million dollars. 30, we are talking, today,
about 37 million dollars.a_w the people havm to pav for this

and the poor unfortupate people will be paying more light hill
because of 37 million <dollars. covernment is writing off,
throwing away, 7.5 mwlllon dollars, 1ncreabqu the cost of this
project by 19 million. . Hr Speaker, this is the type of thing

I can't deal with. T ao like people come to e and tell me do
this and no tell wme why. That's the reason I was 30 strong in
the Ways and Means Comniltee, Yr )Dpakpr, when I told them T know
about the terms and conditionsz and I want to see its but I was
told iH is non-existent hecause they had said if there's such

a thing, I'll let vou have it hefore you ﬁoge to. the House today,
and I haven't: seen it vyet, hut vet T'm abls, today,. to read

into the records of this House,.sections of that agreement, but
it's non-existent. T don't like to be taken for a fool.

Explain to me what I'm involved in, Mr Spesker, and T will deal
with it. : ‘

. What I would like
e rdﬂnuc with 37

- % million ratherx,

5 lot, ©.2 million

11 be burdened and I
o

. So, if I may close
to say |is, the tax payers, todav,
million dollars, 7 million *%rh 8!
because 1.2 million dollars
dollars thrown away and the re
do not.have any guarantes Lhat

come any better than they 4ic o

o Blectricity Board will
ime,

HON., P.S.W.. GOLDSON ( ilbert ) Mr Speaker, the
Government has a law which st:t“s that the only legal currency
in thls country is the Belizean dollars therefore, one would

)
expeCt;that whenever tbc_Jovkrwwent talﬂs about money, it's in
terms of the Belizean dollar; lhut it is interesting to note
‘that in this resolutmon +the Governmment is asking this House to

- approve a .loan of Unlto@ S¢ates 5 million dollars. This United

States |currency is Aan 1lieﬂa¢ ﬂurrenvw in this country. It
seems, |Mr Speaker, that certain Members of the Government need to
be enllghtened about their own laﬁu, It seems that they do not
know that it is illegal for anvyhody to have United States currency
or any foreign CUrrency UNless ...... in other words, if you come
from the airport with your United 3tates dollars you are supposed
to. proceed to the nearest countar and nand it in exchange for
Belize|dollars hecause Balize “ollars is the only legal currency’

R R
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*F in this country according to thei own law. 50 we have to ask
why is it that they cawn quote to us United States dollars.
Is it because it sounds smaller? Is it because when the publlc
hear 5 million dollars, thevy sav, oh well, it's only 5 million

dollars additional lcan that the Zlectricity Board will be gettlhg,
when every day hundrads of fanilies in Belize ity have to be
existing in black-out: ?, tharefore, 11 e agking why is it

that they have to e pushing out more money for such poor
services, and so they don't want the public to hear the terms
'10 million dollars's that it is 10 million additional dollars

they are borrowing, and as our Honoural
us, Mr Speaker, the total ind theu
is -some 30~odd million dollars

: this country has to put up w 5

A electricity rates are going ug
being used to wipe out dlectricii
Opnos;tlon in this House at tli
out that the Cpposition of
the Electricity Board, i
In other words, they &
you can | see the reason
they can hide from thie
ought to have, and they

ie Colleacue has informed
§ Lhe ule“*r1c1tv Board

: of things that
\ﬂ Rre Our
our taxes are

3, and when the

i el uf last vear pointed
smould he repres sented on
fenied to the Cpposition.
1sive 2lub to themselves and
5 kept to themselves so that
formation which the people
£ the Opposition know about
these facts, it will res: : 3“O?lun But, Mr Speaker, there
should be a full-fiedge Aate in this House on the Blectricity
Board because during the wpast few years every six months or so,
a Motion comes to this iouse requesting additional loan for the
Electriéity Board and not one cent of those loans, Or mavbe
I should amend that and say that the @lectricity Board according
to the Estimates, pay bhack something like ten dollars a year
on the million which the Covernment borrow and lend to them.
Therefore, Mr Speaker, the pubklic has a right to a full debate,
dlgglng}up all the facts, Aand we want all those documents,
those hidden documents submoena and brought before committees
of this|House so they can he thoroughly inves stigated because it
seems that we are pourlnC'hOﬁey into a hottomless hole and the
more moﬁey we pour in the more black-outs we get and the more
black—outs we get the higher the vates go up. This is the story
of ElecFr1c1ty Board and a stop has Lo he put to ity

o

;The Opposition cannot stop this Motion from being passed
today because they control tk 1 jority, therefore 10 million
2, But let them take note
that thé Opposition iﬁtond- tk take this matter to the people
and they better come to the pecople with all the facts because
no black-outs will save the "hev will not bhe able to hide
the facts from the people’ outs. People want to
know the truth about the foaru, wnere all those money
, are going to, how they ar Tha Mayor is a P.U.Po.
*& Mayor. |Thank God w2 had ariod whea the U.,D.P. Mayor
in Bellze City was ahle to sorve on the Glectricity Board. and
find out these facts, uherwi-a even what the Honourable Member
read togthe House today would have been hidden from the people.

f ( interruntions )

gMR SPEAKER: T would like to reaind the Honourable
Members| that it 1s improper to »2e ﬂonoubrlng conversation across
the House. If a M Government side makes a remark
.and it' s a casual xe¢ jection it must be ignored.
It must| not be answeread er who's making an address
to the House. I'm also rev ing te the Honourable Member for
the Albert that sometince he repeats the argument which has
‘already| been put forward by the vigmber for Mesopotamia and T
wish you would refrain from so doing.

HON. P.S.W,. GOLDSON: Thanlk vou, Mr Speaker. I merely
‘repeat for emphasis some of those things which need to be driven

i ' A2 ey
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homes but that is all I had to

: gay on the matter, Mr Speaker.
Thank you very much. '

HON. €. WAGNER ( Toledo South ):

Mr Speaker, I know
that the Honourable Member in <harc

ge of the Electricity Board
wanted to get up and close this debate as quickly as possible,
but it is right to speak on these different Motions., S0,
‘Mr upeaker, I would llke to add my little bit and hope that I

- .do not tread too hard on some towes But the point is that
'we are talking about 10 million Belizean dollars or 5 million
U.,S. dollars, and that is a substantial amount of monev and

naturally should enoaub a substantial amount of interest from
ke both 51dea.

N

| Mr Speaker, some vears ago, not too vory long when I first

got intb this House I note tha Tlectricity Board was under
e £ Chairsman and at that time there

milY¥ion dollar:s. Wow, I thought
that there was a blmmar ﬂwf“ at the time so I nlaced a guestion
to the Mlnlater for an oral reply and *hu rnply was that it
was only a million so why worry about it, that's peanuts.
Mr Speaker, that was a aillion dollars and at that time a million -
dollars|was something like more or less about 5 million today,
but it was peanuts to him and I thought that he would have just
dealt with that loan like we would deal with a peanut - eat the
kernel and throw the shell awav, But that peanut has grown
into a great big farm of peanuts which, boday, is amounting
according to the previous speakers to some 30-odd million dollars.
Now, I don't know if the 30-0dd wmillion is correct, but what I
do know| is correct is that the outstanding debt of the Electricity
Board is many times more than the one million dollars. i o
seems to me, Mr Speaker, that the Zlectricity Board is a business
and the!|business is failing. I-'s not operating prosperously.
Now, any good businessman or company when they note that a
business is failing, that it's going &byoer and deeper into debt,
take different measures to utvﬂlgat@ﬂ out the situation.
Electricity and power supply is very vital for any society.
Belize cannot live without it so it is what we'd call a necessary
monopoly by the Government through the EFlectricity Board, But
if this|business is failing for so many years, constantly going
deeper and deeper into debt the“, obviously, something has to be
done about the management of the bhusiness or ‘the Board,

t the
+

We have the Chairman who has been there for a substantial
amount of years and who has tried many different wavs to
improve|the situation, but all to no avail. Previous speakers
said the more money you pour into the Board the more inefficiency

N . ] :

o you get,; the more black=-outs, and more lack of power. This

' harms the country because ag we kmow most of the industrial
business is done in the Belize City area. I heard on the Radio

o this morning that parub of the city and, I think, even as far

as Ladyville area will be out of electricity. What happens

to the factories? %Will they shut downs productivity curtailed
hecause |of these shut-—-down:z? I think something has to be done
and sowething drastic and I mean from the top down. Something

has to :
to reall
remedy t

And T think

he situation.

e done. it's Government's responsibility
y seek out where the cause or failure lies and so
But it is not safe nor is it reasonable

to expect the Belizean population to go on paying greater and

greater
not corr
or the C
And we n
or the ¢

It 1is

I implore Government

debts for a businese that iz constantly failing.
ect. © It is not reasonable. By
abinet to look into the situation. Make an ingquiry,

eed a new Chairman, or we nead new management, Somewhere
ther, replace them because what we need is better service.

Thank you wvery much.

i
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HON. LOUIS S, SYLVESTRE ( Minister of Energy and
Communications ): haoen hearing conjectures from over
the other side this r Speaker.

Mr Speaker, I don't know of any hidden document, T
don't know who is hiding any docunent. All the documents are

‘practlcally public documents of the loan hetween the Government

of Belize and the Caribbean Development Bank on behalf of the
Belize Electricity Board or any other agencies that the
Povernm?nt obtains loans for, for @yp,“olon and development.
'The Belize Electricity Board has had loans from way
back in|the 50's changing from X! current to AC current. E
presume|the Board didn't have any money of that kind so the
loan came from the Govermnment of Belize to help the Electricity
Board to turn from DC current to iC current under which we are

.operating today. - It's a form of sixty cvele which is used
g Y v CYy

throughout the Hemisphere. Trhe district towms from Corozal

~all the way down to Punta Gorda had a little light plant which

was run by the Town Boards prokably from six until nine in the

nighta: { There was no twenty-four hour electricity.
i n ( interruptions )
Yes, but it is history. 5o that's where it came from because

money was spent at that time andé so the Government had to
approprlate funds. If the U.,D.P., was in at that time they
would not look to borrow any money to increase the hours of
electr1c1ty for the Districtss they would have left them right

there from five to nine and they would e right now operating
five to|nine. '

: HON. T. ARANDA: Mr Speaker, the Honourxable Member is
engaging in conjectures. We hawva nevsr had a chance for that,
so he can't presume that either,

HON. LOUIS S, SYLVESTRE: T have been he aring Con-
jectures from over the other side this morning, Mr Speaker.

period of time have had

tricity Board to expand
country, not only in

rtry o that the people of

2 get eLoctrlcltv twenty-~four

use it's now expanded out of

So, the Government over
to obtain loans on behalf of ©

the electricity system throudi
Belize City, but throughout
the distrlcts and Belizae Iity
hours a day and some v1i11=uu :
some towns lnto the rural V!iTF“‘ﬁ

Now the population has increassed
what industry was in the
today in the 80's or the
80'se and in the 80's i
demand for electricity as e h

do you stay? Do you stay put rig nere and never move forward
and everything breaks dowr, or co you o forward? And the only
way you can go forward with an ugmor-ocvoloneo country like
Belize that doesn't have the raesources, the cash resources at
your fingertip, is to 4991“ for loan; and the Caribbean
Development BaRk “ssw ax o '

ed in this countrv.
rly 60's, is not what it is
£ the 70's going into the

he more. There is more
wver been before, Where

jMR "SPEAKER: The—gallery will refrain from applauding
the Speiker in the course of their speeches and from making

‘any noige whatsoever while the speeches are being made by the

Honourable Member on the Floor.

/HBOH, LOUIS 5. SYLVESTRE.aoo.
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2z And, Mr Speaker, the Caribbean

HON. LOUIS S, SYLVEST
i

Development is a Bank wnich is set up by the industrialized
nations of the world, the United Itates of America, ¥Yest Germany,
- ,

Japan, England, and they have pumped monsy into Venezuela and
they have pumped money into the Caribbean Development Bank with
the sole purpose to help under-developed countrics especially
in the fields of electricity and agriculture, and thev amphasize
electricity because of the world situation and the price of fuel
that has gone up - skvrocket; that affected not only the under-
developed countries hut the infustrialized countries, as well,

by the increase of the fuel +I has cone ug. Avary other item
that is produced in thosc riog have gone up, the spare parts

have gone up. So, Mr Spoaker, vou don't only have to pay the

high cost of fuel, lubé, vou 2140 have to »ay the high cost of
spare parts, shipment. We don't mmanufacture it so we have to

get it from England or wherever it is: the high cost of shipment,
the freight.  And when all these costs are taken up, plus the
increase of the workers, of the organization, their increase which
is required from them o get a retter way of living: when you
take all those up together and when vyou add it up, that's a lot
of money involved theara, But we cannct afford to stand still,
If we had stood still vesrs ago, the entire situation would have
collapsed. We are constantly moving, This loan, today, is to
update,]renéw the lines, the tranamission lines from Ladyville

to Belize City. . This is being sone, the whole thing was done by
a consultant firm, Merz and cmilian, who is accepted by the
Bank,.a¢gepted'by'this’Government, and they have come up with the
engineering and: the suggestions that should bhe done. Their

plan is|to move all the generating sets out to Ladyville, what-
ever ne&'development is out at Ladyville, In the case of a
hurricane where in Belize City we suffer from high tidal waves,
that this will not hamper the generating sets as it has done in’
the past with the ones in Belize City, the downtown plant., This
also calls for the expansion of the line, the extension of the
line from the Ladyville power station to Doublerun where Belize
City is{now'fed‘by.the water supply there., We have individual .
generating sets but that can't continue for too long. This is
also to|provide whatever generating capacities at Ladyville can
be transmitted down into Belize ity so that, I reépeat, that

the downtown power station will no longer come into operation.

FMr Speaker, we have three generating sets, well five,
three of them are over twenty-five years old, two cannot be
worked any more -~ over twenty vears old - they need to .go into
the museum. There's another generating set there. I'm telling
you thig, Mr Speaker, to let you know that we have not been
keeping [stills we have got to g0 on and on or we'll get ourselves
into very serious proolems. There are generating sets there
that the company has informed the Glectricity Board that they
have stopped making parts for it from 1975, Our engineers have-
asked them for the drawings of that plant to see 1f we can get
some other company around throughout this Hemisphere that might
be able (to make the parts, hut the company is not making any
more parts for that genarating set, That set is about fifteen
years old. There's another set which is siwteen vears old in
the downsown plant. The demand for 2lectricity, the Government:
or the Board has a lot of problem to catch up with it, to match.
it The fellows that work there, that maintain the sets, that
look after it, that run it, they are limited, They are trying
to do ‘their best, but if those sets, like some people would like
to see, that you run the set until they are broken, millions
of dollars worth. of generating sets. ¥You can't do that.

Those sets have got to run Un to a certain amount of hours and
then they have got to be taken off and repairs and maintenance
have got to be done on those sets, S50 it's either you suffer
probably a week of black-outs while the guvs are working on the
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‘of the services of the RBelize Fls

sets or you suffer it longer. ¥You all would break up the sets.
You'd run it and run it till you hreal it up.

- Mr Speaker; the Goverament right now because of the high
demand for electricity ebnecxa 1ly in the districts of Corozal and
Orange Walk which we can see have been ﬂi:kimg up over the period
of years are now embarking on a vast expan ion programme, building
of new generating houses and the instal ion of new generating sets,
so that the expansion programme can go on farthar out to light the
villages. This has been the policy of the Peoples United Party.
There are two generating sets which are being installed in Dangriga
at the present moment. . That is to help in the expansion programme
and updating of the lines in Uangrlga s0 that the people can get a
better source of electrlcltv, but if we do not have sufficient
generating sets, again, I repeat, we cannot stand still because if
we do not have sufficient generatlnf sets, additional capacity, then
anywhere you go you'll be in trouble hecause you cannot take one
engine down so that the mechanics and the eloctrical en gineers can
really do justice to that generating niant and 1f vou cannot do
justice to that generating plant then the set will either break, be
destroyed then you'll be thr0w14g away money that you say is belng
thrown away., ﬁ Thank you verv much, Mr Speaker,

HON v H. COURTENAY ( Minister of State ): If I may for
just a few mlnutes Mr Speaker, join this great debhate on the
management of the Belize Electricity Board, which doesn't seem to be
contemplated hy the resolution at all, T™is is a totally financial
Motion, in tde_courue of which we went into a very expensive
dissertation on. the management of the Electricity Board.. Neverthe-
less, I would like first of all to begin by correcting the impression
that the Governmﬂnt had something to Hl ¢ and, thereforej> it sought
to hide it by hiding under the currency of the United States of
America,, a cﬂrrency which by the Gove srnment Of Belize, has been

declared 1llegal It is a fantastic proposition that this
Government can declare the Currency of another country,. 1l1eqal
We most certainly cannot. What we 4o have the authority to do is

to say what ﬂs legal tender in our country; in other words, the
currency in whlch in Belize, Lrade sust take place between persons.
This being a |loan from an internatcional organization, it is not
surprising that we. use international conversion currency.

{applause)

Mr Speaker, I would also like to draw a distinction
between what |is before us and what is the business and the problem
of this House where this Motion 1c concerneﬁc %s I understand
the position,| we are being as &K
Government of Belize of five mi
of the United States for an Dal
Electricity Board, That, az T u
issue for the Members of thig Houss

€

iflnarm in the currency
rogramme of the Belize
.;sranﬂ it, is a very simple

: We either want an expansion
otricity Board or we don't want

it, If we want it, we Lmve TO ¢ the fipancing for ite: if we
do not want. Lt then we neﬂd not make this loan, That is the
‘choice for Members of this House, But I cannot escape making

a comment about a former me;ror of the Belize Electricity Board

who demonstrated his cleverneas by reading portions of documents
which came into his possession whila he was holding office of
Acting Mayor, and as that, a member of the Relize Electricity Board.

( interruptions )

/I‘f-[a‘_?fnaaaee
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May I have some protaction here, Mr Spealker,

MR SPEAKER: Ploase allow the Member to speak.
HON, V,H: COURTENAY: “hat we must understand is that

in negotiating this oan, the Government of Belize negotiated
the loan on the terms and. conditions contained in this paper.

If on the other hand, the Caribbean Levelopment Bank, in its .
discussions with the Belize Bles : Board into which it ig
brepared to invest money, has had negotiutisns for the rational-
ization and Streamlining of +tha managament of the Board, then
let us not confuse those discussions the negotiations of the
Government for this loan,

Finally, Mr Speaker, =i
a Bank and, like all other &

HAY

of a viability criteria, Is

n Develomment Bank is
its loan on the basis
jeot into which it is putting

its money camable of generating th2 purposes of repay=
ing the loan, Every banker, Do CAan 2an Development

Bank, uses that criteria in making Therefore, all these
big $tatéments about the financiai condition of +he Belize
Electricity Board seem not to have

of the Caribbean Development

this|scheme to be a viaklie T

of the Belize Electricity Zoa cie wvhich will be able
to repay the pPrincipal and +hao interest of a ten million Belize
dollars loan '

|

i
|
|

gince they have considered
at the oupansion sCheme

HON, P.S.W. GOLDSCH: L would like him to inform this
House whether this loan is to the flectricity Board or to the
Governmment of Belize, '

HON. V.H. COURTENAY: My Speaker, as I was saying before
I was so crassly interrupted, hecause the Honourable Member has
the Motion before him and the Motion says who the loan is to,

SO you don't have to ask me,

( interruptions )

. MR SPEAKER: Order!

HON, V.H. COURTENAY: Finally, Hr Speaker, I would wish
to make this peint, that one of +tho Pre-conditions of the
Caribbean Development Bank finalizing negotiations with the
Government of Belize, dotting the i's and Crossing the t's of

a contract which relates to a RBank is that the Legislature should
approve the general terms and -~ tions of the loan, otherwise
the Caribbean Development Ranl: of =xperience with,I believe,
all other territories, has founc that it gpends months negotiating
a loan only to come to the —~egislature and find that it has not
got the authority. S0, that one of the preé~conditions of the
finalization of negotiaticn, is that the approval of the National
Assembly should be secured. iz is what we are asked to do i
today.! And it is when that has taken place and the Caribbean
Development Bank is satisfied that the negislature has approve
the Government negotiating such a loan, that the terms and .
conditions are fully finalized ang the agreerent igs executed,
So that it is not a question that the Government of Belize has

ten mi;lion dollars <hat it iz going to throw away. Wot a
cent has been paid, and ths finalization of the negotiations have
not taken place. - Thank vou very much,

/YR SPEAKER
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MR DPFAPER" Honourable Members, the Question is -

Be it resolved that this Housz approves a loan of Uss2,500, 000

from
the B

the Bank's Special Funds Resources and Us$2,500,000 from
ank's Ordinary Capital Resources to the Government for

the purpose stated above on Caribbean Development Bank's

stanadz
stated

klndly say no. I think the aves

ard terms and conditions and on the terms and conditions
in the Motion.

All those in favour, Lkindly =zav ay those against,

2, White Paper on the X Tarms of A
: &, : ,
Constitution "f6 the Indenendent Belizoe

HON. G, PRICE ( Premier and

0f Finance ): I mowve:

‘ NOTIWG the Govern:
| Proposed Terwms of 3 Cons
Belize laid on the

White Paper on the
i for the Independent
this Honnurable House today?

RECOGNIZ
fundamental a

a

and the society in w

inportance of so hasic and
to ths lives of all Belizeans
nich they lives

CINTENDING that the
full opportunity
their wishes up
Government

FMational Assembly shall offer
for all Belizeans freely to express
n the Constitutional proposals of the

DECLARES that the "hite Paper on the Proposed
Terms of a Constitution for the Independent Belize
shall be referred to 2 Joint Select Committee com~
prising six members »f the House of Representatives
| and three members of the Senate to be appointed in

accordance with the Standing Orders by the Honourahble

Speaker and the Honourable President, respectively,
for its consideration, examination and report°

AND DIRECTS tha Joint Select Committee to
canvass the opinions of the Belizean peonle bhefore
presenting its final revort to the National Assembly,

aF

Mr Speaker, in the ztatement, there was reference to

the machinery for consulting the people. The machinery is this
Select| Committee. It is the democratic process at work.

We en

will hFar their views gn!
Assembly at some futur: li
the pepple of Belize to wor

isage that this Sele : unuLtfwu will go out to the people,
back 2 report to the National

wWe ean only appeal and request
cemocratic process and to

respon@ to this cause

(applause)
HON, T. ARANDA ( Laad tbp Opposition ) Mr Speaker,
I rise| to propose an amsndment to th ,hlte Paper on the
Proposed Terms of a Constitution for an Independent Belize Motion.

original and the modification of paragra
The amendment, therefore, would read as

I promneas +he deletlnn »F DAXas

graphs 1, 2 and 3 of the
1iph 4 of the original,
followsgs -

Noting that some signi
to be dealt with prior to raising the gquestion of




s

independence for Belizag

Recognising that %Vitaim must solve her dispute
with Guatemala 7y : bafore raising the question

Recognising furthar that the people of Belize
'be given an opportunity to express their wish through
an impartially organized and impartially supervised
referendum on the guestion of independence for Belizes

| Seeing ki a reform whereby the electoral
system and Radio Belize he controlled by a fair and
impartial bodys

Knowing that Belize should be prepared for a
meaningful participation in her own defence by land,
sea and air- :

Knowing further that RBelize be assisted in
estaklishina adecuate Qaf 31 ant for post-

independent Beliza:

Declares
be referred to
six Members of

ioned priorities

it comprising
R“PT?SunbatLVhb and three
Members of the 3e 3ﬁp;1nLﬂd after an
agreement betwoen ti s 0f the House and the
Leader of the U’dos-ulOU tn acthieve a representation

of the Joint uulu i nroportional to the
support each Parﬂp the last General Elections:

And furthor decla

Lares that the Jeoint Select
Committee proce2d thereafier to consider the White

g2} <o
Paper on the constitution for the Independent Belize:
And directs the Joint Select Committee to canvass
the opinions of the Belizean people hefore presenting
its final report to the National Assembly.
Mr Speaker, a paper similar to this modification that we..
HON. V.H. COURTENAY: Mr Speaker.....
MR SPEAKER: Is it a point of order?

HOH. V. H COURTENAY: It's not a point of order. This
to be a totally new Motion, the text of which Members have

not had]the‘benefit of seein:g. I wondered whether it would be
appropriate to suspend the Sitting of the Housza for five minutes
when Members could get copies of this new Motion. It is hardly
an amendment and I wondered whather that would not be appropriate.

minutes

MR SPEAKRER: It's a reagonalhle remuest.

I call for the suspension of the Sitting for five
while Members are belﬁﬁ given copies of the amendment.

We'tll resume in five miniites time.

Sitting suspended at 11:390 a.m.

{Sitting resumed at 11:45 a.m,




HON. T. ARANDA: Amendments to the White Paper on the
Proposed Terms of a Constitution for the Independent Bellze Motion,

Noting that sowe Hignl “icant questions need
to he dealt with prior to raising the question of
independence for Relizec

Recognising
dispute with Guatemals
the question of indene:

Recognising further that 2 ne
be ngen an opr oruu4¢t\ Lo express
an 1mpart1al1w oxryg v,artial.v uupervi“ed
referendum on the ndependence for Belizes

Seeing that a reform wherelsy the electoral
system and Radio Belize be controllied by a fair and
impartial bhodys:

Knowing that Relize should be prepared for
a meaningful part sation in her own defence by land,
sea and airs '

Knowing further that
establishing adequate
independent Belizes;

elize be assisted in
e arrangement for post~

Declares that the above-mentioned priorities
be referred to a Joxdb arteub Committee comprising
8ixX Members of the House of Representatives and three
Members of the Senate to he appointed after an agree-
ment between the Leader of the House and the Leader of
the Opposition to achieve a representation on the
Joint Select Committes proportional to the support
each Party showed ne ] General Elections

And furiher daclares that the Joint Select
Committee proacced zftev to COH%lﬂer thp Whlte
Paper on the const

And directs
the opinions of %
its final revor:

» Selec‘ Committee to canvas
2An ople %pfore presenting
s

I call attﬁﬁLion : corrected marts, Mr Speaker.
In paragraph 2 where it oL " And further dec=aref that the
Joint (Select Committec pro: i thersafter to consider the

White |Paper on the Constitution for the Independent Belize".

Mr Speaker, the content of that amendment has already
been forwarded to the British Jovermaent, through Lord Carrington,
and we invite the Government o a partisan discussion
searchlng for common grounc" on £l issues whereby we can,

in fact lay the grouna Lo move a bi-partisan approach on

the c nstltutlodal issue., The ﬁq is that Belize is

unnecess ar;ly endangering itself d its own security by pro-
ceedlﬁg into independence or prozeading into preparation for
independence without first quVLLﬁ the pvoblem with Guatemala.
Belize must not do that and she zhould never be forced into

doing |that. The issue of referundum is something that Belizeans
should have.

"The British Sovarns

elaimed all along that it's

policy of decolonization r t8 the wishes of the dependent

territory as far as the timing of constitutional changes in the

constitutional status is < rnad, And at the United Wations
A2E0Te . o o
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October 17, 1979, a Brwﬁznl Representative, 5ir Anthony Parsons,
declared that Brltalﬂ woulc not force constitutional whanges
and, certainly, not induope nce on any British dependency before
that dependency seeks 1 e went on to gay that the guiding
principles would be the raspect of the wishes of the inhabitants
of each territory. homéer, the m,hav¢our off the Government of
.Belize and the Government of Britain in this issue has been one
~of cowplete and utter disregard of the wishes of the people of
:Bellze. These two ﬁOV@rnmnht on their own without directly
'consultlng the people of Beli are fnralug constitutional
: s ~ changes and independence on Le of Relize, The British
B and| the Belizean Governme:n: Regolution 1514 of the
' : United Wations and in tera: chat esplanation
speaks of the wishes of the ¢ toriacs, but the
Government of Belize appeals to this Rw%olu‘low for the support
of 1ndcmendenhe to Belize withou: at the expressed
w1uhes of the people of Balize unon wi L the awnca1 to that

o5 e

: . 'Resolution has validity and Lcuaiwhx rout the peoples wish
! ‘ any|appeal to Resoluticon 1514 of {ho Wationsz doeg not
% have the validity or thae loecal rsqL Leed of it Furthermore,

Mr $p@aker, before th: %
there is a need for a rof
£ mean for a control, sor
system of Belize and tlhare
of Radlo Belize, becausc wi an anendiment or a reform in
the |control of thesc two svatems, no election will have the
result of what the people want it to be, The people of Belize
must be provided with a 3 impartial control of the system
and |a fair and 1mpartie% contrnl of Radio ‘Belize because at
this moment, up to now that iq, the electoral system and Radio
Belize are compLeLb}v uncen control of the People's United
Party and used solely in the service of the People's United Party.
“ What might be the hest way to achieve a fair and impartial
i control of this system would have becn a board Or an organization
or a body that is not at all politicals but this doesn't
exist in Belize. Therefore, a bi-partisan control of the
electoral system and of Radio Belize is the only mechanism
that we can see that affords or produces the fairness and the
1mpart1a31ty required of the systen and the medium. And when
I say bi-partisan, I mean that in the electoral svstem from the
top [right down to the bottom that the United Democratic Party
and (the People's United ¥arty be equally, and I wean numerically
equallys I don't mean proportionallys I mean equally represented
on the Board. And the same thing goes for Radio Belizes an
adequate time should ke given to € reform to prove itself
before a referendum takres plaoe, furthermore, lir Speaker,

Belize requires and needs to e able to -naﬂingfully participate
'ﬂi in its own defence. So far have i from this side
b of Belize that has that mea-in-f partla_oationa

car at any time take place
; @.ectoral system of Belize -
ror a ¢ontrol of the electoral

l’_y' -~ 1
¢ ia & need for reform in the control
u

"3"
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? We have, firat of all, abhout 200 miles of seacoast,
| In that sea, in the bed of that sca and in the sea itself is
| a gﬁea amount of Belizean wesalth. We need to patrol those
t seaé. We need to defend that because that is not just the seas
; of Belize that is Belizo, e have our sea and we have our
fishes there; and onaz of 5t exports of Belize is marine
Pro@ucts It is suspected that in the bed of that sea we have
petrclaum or other mir LN, » Belize needs to protect so
o 8 that| the wealth of Beli ; we pilfered from Belize but
i rather utilized as the people “elize wish. We, therefore,
: need some kind of patrol, sowe kind of defence for those seas,
We have the air space Wﬂ1Ln we also need to patrol, And we
; have our border, that is, the land border which we need to patrol
| and,| in conjunction with that, is the improvement of the Belize
Defence Force to be able to ﬁcxend Belize, Because, so far,
the |idea of the B,D.F. is a very good one, hut the B.D.F. is not

",‘5

)
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Mr Speaker, I would

in a position to defend Belizes an we wouid like it to.

The other thing is that Belize after independence bhe
assisted in establishing adeguate defencce., When these are
satisfied, Mr Speaker, we nropose,. therefore, that we proceed
towards constitutional talks jointly, between the People's
United Party and the United Democratic Party and work on an
inequitable constituticn for tha country and give ourselves enough
time, both as Party members as well as lembers of the House, the
insignificant and the important sections of the country of Belize
and the Belizean people asg a wholie, partsking and making input
into the constitution that is to rule over the lives of the people

Loy

of Belize and every other goneration,

| MR SPBAKER: Honourable Members, I must remark on the
fact that we have come to the hour of interruption, normally,

But I would like to have the wishes of the House whether we
should continue with the debate.

o
a

HON. G, PRICH ( .
suggest we ac rn and continue the debate at

two o'lelock,

|
MR SPEAKER: Very well, The Session is now suspended
until two o'clock in the afternoon,

T

Sitting suspended at 1%:20 idoon,

4y
@ v

Sitting resumed at 2

HON. T. ARAND: ( Leader of the Opposition ): I have said
what I had to say this murning, rir Speaker, so I am finished,

Thank you,

HON, P.S.W, GOLDSON ( Albert ): Mr Speaker, I rise
first of all to second the amendment to the Hotion and to say a
few words on it.

Mr Speaker, this amendment, as Eoncurable Hembers will
notice, seeks to meet the true aspirations and interests of the
peoplel of Belize in every respect.

First of all, there is a proposal that the membership of
the Select Committee should comprise both sides of the House,

both Parties in the House in proportion to the strength of the
Parties in the country as indicated by the last General Elections,
The original Motion had proposed that the representation in the
Committee should be on the hasis of the Standing Orders, that is,
the balance of Parties in the House, Under that proposal, the
Opposition would bhe given, as it were, token representation on

the Committee -~ three Members out »f the nine Members of the
Committee. In other words, the Upposition is out-numbered in the
proportion of three to one if the proposal in the original Motion
is followed. But in such an important matter as this, the
Opposition seeks to invoke the provisions of Standing Order 92

which permits the Leader of the House, who I believe is the Premier,
and theé Leader of the Opposition, with the permission of the Speaker,

to come to an agreement concerning certain arrangements referred
in the House, and the Speaker would then follow the agreement, so
made, to the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition,

i ;
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In our opinion, this would give a more satisfactory and
acceptahble arrancement than = to =ay that well we are going
to have three to one and, therefore, ol oaay have a swmall SAYeane

MR SPEAKER: T have to correct vou.
HON., P.S.W. GOLOSON: Yas, Mr Speaker.
MR SPEAKER: It is not three to one: it is two to one,

HON. P.S.W, GOLDSOW: I am BOLLY. I aum talking the
overall membership of the ComMIEECe ca v oo INEELIUPLiONS. ceevee
it's the overall membershin of the Cowmittee, Out of the nine
Members of the House...o..

MR SPEAKER: Permitc wa, H
out that it will bhe composed
ratio of two to one.

» Honourable Momber, to point
of zi¥ to Three, which is in the

HON. P.S.W, GOLDSCH: Very well, HMr Speakar,

Anyway, what it amounts to is that the proposal is

that the Opposition will have one-third of the riembership

of thé Committee and the othar Party two-thirds of the

membership., We feel At it should be more balanced, say
“or the ruling Party, four for the

maybe five to four: fFive
Opposition; the repraesentation, as I explained, in the House,

i Mr Spealker, it
important matters which concern this question of independence,
Now, there are several things which touch on the Question of
independence. HMogt of thowm are wmattors which we,; Belizeans,
can arnrance amongst ourselves. Yle may argue about them, but
there lare things which we can, without any harm to ourselves,
arrange; such things as the wnola of the countrv: those
are watters which we can and shou arrvange for ourselves,
There lare such things as the Tonstitution., There is no big
deal concerning producing a Tonstitution. T suppose any of
us with a good experience can =it down and in a few hours time
knock up the Constitution. ¥le, Belizeansg, can produce that.
But there are some things which are beyond the scope of us,
Belizeans, to arrange solaly by ourselves, and it's upon those
matters that the Opposition seek priority before we go into
any commitment on this question of independence,

i
|  What is proposed in the original Motion is to, as it
were, give the people a Constitution to play around with -

I have| not gotten wy copy of the White Paper vyet. T am
supposed to vote on the matter, but I have not gotten it yet.
But from what the Premier has e¥plained in his statement he
made this morning, what the Governaient proposed is hardly

any difference from what we have right now, He's criticized it,
He said that the Constitution we have is backward and something
to that effect, but it seeaus froa what he explainsg, that in the
proposed Independence Constitution tlhore is hardly going to be
any change., There is going to bhe a few adjustment in the
Executive area, but, generally, 2rything will remain as it is.
So that the people will he given something which I suspect may
be passed to them to make thom focl that they are participating
in something which they are not really participating in because
the things which really concers our independence are to be kept
from them, it appears., For instance, who benefits by Belize's
indepe?dence? This is the first gquestion vou must ask, It is




It is @aid that Belize st
Who benefits by that?
Oh! . the politicians may i because they will
-be able to swing around the w 2l around as Anmbassadors
and so on, They will have more power. But who really benefits?
And it is quite true, Mr Spesker, that the party that really
\ benefits is Great Britain., Great Britain has a dispute with
: Guatemala hanging around our neck; that dispute was created
R
o

=nce now, this vear.
Belizean people.

e
T
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by negotiation bhetween Great Aritain and Guatemala one hundred
and twenty years ago in . ehind the backs of Belizeans:
our ancestors were not involved in those secret negotiations:
Britain and Guatemala negotiated it. Cut of that Treaty of
1859, |a dispute has arisen between Guatemala and Great Britain.
But our country is the subiject of the dispute and bhecause the
dispute follows the land, whoever holds the land inherits the
dispute. 30 it means that it is to the henefit of Great
Britain to push Belize into Independence, to get rid of this
dlspute which She cannot ﬁc!t4v,'which She finde very expensive,
which She finds very troukl ; which pins Her down to an
oollggtlon which She would like to «et rid of. Moreover, by
going along with independonca for Belize this year, Great
Britain is able to appear hefore the world as an enlightening
country willing to give independence to a Colonial territory.
But, Mr Speaker, we the Delizean neople must make it clear
that we know what independence really means. wWwe must make it
clear that we know that independ mneans more than a Flag and
an Anthem and a Constitution. .ependence really means the
ability of a nation to survive, to protect its territory and to
protect its people within that territory and even outside that
terrltory. So when Great Britain is saving to the people of
e Bellze, you are ready for i: dmpandcg @, they are, in effect,
ﬂg saying you are ready to protect your t;rrltorb and to protect
your people within and without Lﬂ&t territory. And we,
Bellzeang, because we are supposed tc be zo carried away by the
mere word "independence" that we aro muppcsed o he swept off
our feet and grab for this An let go the substance,
and that is the importance, 3 the substance that we now

'@ is

T

have? | The substance the obligation of

2 Great |Britain to defend this ’Od“.r;. "hat obligation binds
Great,Brltaln, if this o aver attacked, ko defend it
as though She is defend of Hngland. ¥We are being

1nduced so voluntarily ic

obllgatlon in exchanga f@f
It could be truly said, in
because what is being hint
other' once we have acgread
is a hlnt there is a sort
you, maybc a securwr»

Great Britain from Her
w10n1uo, and not even a real promise.
je for a promise of a promise

L% that somehow or the

; ith indepsndence, there

mise that we may promise

zuse no real promige hasg so

® far been made. The x Opposition Party some weeks.
ago met with five Men : Defence Committee of the two
Parties in the House of b 2t the Airport Camp who visited
here last December. What ' arcaking about - and they
are the people concerned 1Lzh inm Parliiament - and what
they yere speaking about = r Belize bHecomes independent
that maybe they can keep tnec troops here for another
two year% after anepCuLmV~a we found out whether
two years would be sufficient, t raent was, well do you
thlnkruuatemala will interfere with you aiaer the United dations

vote that they should not do i+7 How, Hr Speaker, we must be
brave, How many times have United Fations voted that Russia
should get out of Afgam“‘- or that Ierael should hand over

certaln territories tha conguered from the Arabs? Who
pays ?ny attention to mag resolution of the United Nations?

| S0, I would say the first beneficiary of Belize'
1ndependence in 1981 will 7> t Britain, This thing whlch
hangs|like a millstons aro itain's neck will bhe removed with

& S ONS ey ow
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one sweep; and if any disaster overiake the people of Belize,
Great Britain would be the first one to says they asked for its
they demanded it; they went to the inte ernational communitys they
went to the United Nations and demanded it;, and we simply gave
them what they asked for. othing will be 0-1& then of the fact
that the people, themselves, wore nob QOﬁﬁUJL as to whether they
wish to give up that ohli;atiﬁw Fhat ord Ia’ in zxchange for

a promise which, if it is give

short duraition.

Then there is another DDJBthJu“” that I sce, Hr Speaker,
and that is Guatemala Ohl ing a little fuss
now, we don't want you toc gos gt independence
until this matter is settled, loot: real deep down,
once you get independence, onco sh troops <o, What is to
stop Guatemala from moving in any part of
all of it. oOh! I have no QJ”— the u““ufl_y Loumcll will
pass resolutions condemning ¢ , They will order Her to
get out immediately, but any atiention to that. And
after all, what obv1ousl W % that hetter Guatemala
have it Ehan the comauniet iie has heen done time and
again w1th various countrias nad in the case of East
Timor, a little island of‘ ndouesia where the people
were induced to exercis elf~-detormination and
independence. And w“nt w oot their so-called
independence? Indoiu seized fast Timors
sO they enjoyed one 3 And documentsg have now
come to light, Mr Speaker, wh 1 there is a letter
from thelBrltlsh Ambassador in Indonesia written to Her Majesty's
Government in London in which the Ambassador said that it is
acceptedithat East Timor is in no position to exercise the Erght
to self~determination and AOupLﬂd@ﬂue, but that the situation
cannot be allowed to remain as it ig because this will induce
the communlot evgntually taking overs go, Britain and Australia
and America, may as well encourage East Timor to demand and
exerc1selher right to Sei;-uQLO£ﬁl“1blOP and independence, and
then when Indonesia “seize it" - to use the words of the Ambassador -
we simply ride out the storm in the United Hations,

These documents were first to be publiizhed in a book in
Australia and the Australian tovernment got a Court Injunction

to stop it from being published in Australia. But one letter

from these documents was pubiished in the London News Statesman
and what that one letter reveals, it points to the fact that when
you are dealing with big powars, 2 iittle nation has to be very
careful in dealing with biz poworss powers consider their

2 interests, and they will encour you to believe that they are

i looking after your interests, 11, if you fall for the bait then
later on lyou will be the one that will e vietim,

&)

So, Mr Speaker, what Opposition is saying, we must call
on Great Britain to discharge her Obllgﬂtiﬂns to this country:

not push off unless the thi: ARR we can 4o for ourselves,

like our Constitution, and so on ﬁba say well, o.k, this is it
but first| of all, she must dispute with uuatemala.

It is her| dispute, not ours.

Secondly, Great Britain wmus
_ in her own defence, and I don't
g I have great respect for B.O.T.

T prepare Belize to participate
1 handful of B.D.F. soldiers.
sldiers, and I think it is a good

start, but it is only a start, &z the éonourabl Leader of the
OppOolthU said, we have a long coast-line to protect; we have
air space| to protect. Now. they wav sav, oh! this will cost a

lot of money, but let us just rumamber that in two world wars when
Great Britain was in jeopardy, battalions of soldiers from Belize
were trained and sent to England and to other parts of the world
to fight to preserve the mnua‘ 50, when it suited Britain,
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‘and transported thouuw

in a matter of months

soldiers were trained, equipped
28 o help defend foreion soil.
ﬂrﬁbz1 with a little handful of
un &3 the real thing: we must

i onsilility by helping us to
enlist, train and equip : izean Fighting force, and if
necessary, help us to maintain that Force for a8 while after
independence until we rcan vet on our feet to do it ourselves,

So we must not make the .
Belizean soldiers and A5
demand that She dischrar

 Secondly, apart from the land forces, we must be able to
defend our coast~line. Right now, there aro fishing laws in
this country which obliges all commercial fishe ermen to get a
licence to fish. If a Belizean fisherman is caught in Belizean
waters flshlng without a licenze he is subject to a heavy fine
and the, oelzure of his boat and hig iiﬁhinq ta;ﬁle, fishing gear,
This law is intended to apply to all the fizghermen, both Belizeans
and foreigners, but the fact is tﬁa while rhlu &ply to Belizeans
it cannot be used against the Guatemalan fishermen.

i

iSome couple years age I defended some fishermen who were
caught in a Belizean bhoat fishinc, im the Punta orda Court. They
were charged with fishing illec v, and I went dowr there to
defend them, One of the Jjuestions I askad the Magistrate, off
the recprds: I said,"how coma kt is only Belizean fishermen and
now and then Honduransan fishermen the police are prosecuting?"
I said, ;”don’t the Guatemalans come across and fish too?" He
said, "of course, but they come with guns, what can we do?" So,
even no% we cannot protect our fishing grounds from encroachment
by the Guatemalans much less after independence. Why can't we
protect|1t° We can't protect L* because oven now when Britain
is supp?sed to defend us, we can't call upon the British Havy to
come here and drive out uuqtuﬂwmaz fishermen. We should he able

to do that ourselves. S50, this calls for a coastguard fleet,
at least, to maintain Omurol of our coastline and be able to
exercise some degree of policing of our waters. Yow, when I begin

to sce a Belizean marine or s=

Llor walking our streets, then T
will bogable to hold wv head > BnG say, yes, Belize is getting
ready for independence bLP%u Dtect our watars, When

i beglngto see a Belizean airwan walling the streets of Belize in

a Bellz an unlform and knov fFJL to even a reconnaissance
able to play some small

then ve will begin

:T‘
Bl

2longs
;

za is
part 1n;her own protect:on :
to demonstrate that we reall pendencs is all about,
But to say that we go into ind . ve will depend totally
on somebody else's gung to protect our I wendence, then I say
the world will laugh at us. { will say that sure
you are;entltled to independs: LY anyyoung man or a
young lady go up to SomewOﬁg entitled to be married?
And if you go and ask a thou v will say, of course,
you have a right to be narrie SO0 ana ask a thousand
people they will sav, of <o right to be married.
But it is for you to decide are entitled to be married
at a particular time. You can't go rushing out and get married
and then later on you go to those veopic and say you said that I
had a right to be narvlu_, 80 now you have to maintain me and

my wife land my family. o, Mr Speaker, I would say that those
matters are matters whiﬁh should bhe attended to first.

Then, we know, all of us in this country know that no
Bellzean fighting forces can undertake the entire defence of Belize,
We knowrthat That will be something they call a peace-time

force, to carry out rmeaco—time duties. But this is a country that
is in dispute, This is a country which is claimed. Even if the

- Guatemalans were to say tomorr@v, look, we are going to drop that

claim, we could not completely trust to that bhecause another
Guatemalan Government may rcpu¢¢ace what a government of Guatemala
has dones; and that claim to Belize is enshrined in the Guatemalan

. .
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Constitution, and it can o
Guatemalan people which I:
that provision in the Guate
their territory and that ﬂvmrw ment of Guatemala has an
obligation to rccover it, will »robably remain in the Guatemalan
Constitution to the end of this century and heyond, That's a

fact of life we got to i L ‘rcFor“, even though we will have
to demand that Britain in training, equipping and
maintaeining its own fighting fo we will have to seek an outside
force, external arrangements, to stand Wy us, to come to our aidjs
and this| has to be something that is substantial, worthwhiles

and we believe that it is Great Britain's obligation to assist
Belize to make those arrangements before independence. In other
words, the Belizean people must be satisfied before independence
that these arrangements are worthwhile and that we can rely on them
before we entrust our country and our liberties and our very

lives to| independence.

wved by a referendunm of the
ikely to. . work. In other words,
stitution that Belize is

50,,it is in this connection that we call upon Britain

to meet these three obllgatlon first of all: and then after that,
after wel have had time to test out these arrangema rLM! then we can
go into independence. Nothing is absolutely sure in this world,
but at least we will be akle to satisfy ourselves, our children
and generations to come that we have made reasonable arrangements
for the protection of this country.

Now, Mr Speaker, when the Opposition speaks about a
referendum, they are not just speaking about a referendum on
whether Belizeans want ln@PpLﬂ cnce or not; it is more than thats
because, | I believe, in fact I know that independence is enshrined
in every| Belizean heart. This is not something put there by any
political party, this is put ther by God. Just as the impulse
within a man as he gets to adulthood to estahlish a family ias
there built in him, a man 2and 3 wozan, this is huilt in, he comes

packaged| with this; so a people come packaged with this desire
to be free and independent. 30, it's not just that guestion that

must he put to the DLOPl in the reaferendum, The guestion that
has to be put to the people is this, are vou prepared to go into
1ndependence now with the uuateﬁalnp claim unsetti led, with Belize
not hav1ng any flghtl g £orces of its own, at least to stand

on its feet in minor matters oi cefence and to e able to con-
tribute in a meanmngful way — to use the words of the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition = to ”OﬂLl ute aningfullys so that
when, if|any war comes and if ve to come here to defend
our borders and our seas, there o Belizcan faces

there along with them shooting in defence of their own
homeland, And, lastly, are wa o go into independence
with thelpresent hints, suggestions siromisces that 1f some-
thing happen to you we will comne Thoge are the
things that the Opposition mean out having a
referendum. Put that is=ue peo T’.)it_:., If a
referendum is held fairly, pxogorly supervised, and
the Belizean people decide wr take the risgk: we are pre-
pared to’run the risk of BRBrii 1y her fighting forces Erom
this country leaving us without cgven a sea defence, an air defence,
or any a@equatg land defence th the ﬂ'"pduc u“ﬁetti acly  if they
are prepared to take that in a fair referendum to the Belizean
people, then the Opposition will say that is the decision of the 4

ki)
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Belizean|people, It 45 our country; it is our lives; it iz our
property, it is our children; thoen we must risk it begause the
people say so. But the Oppogitina.caanot allow any onb man to

speak for all the people of this country, or any one Party. And
people w@o will go abroad and ask United Nations if we can get
~independence this year and a hundred and thirty-nine nations speak,
and want|to claim that the one hundred and thirty-nine nations
because they spoke that wipe out the right for the Belizean people
to speakifor themselves, the Jpwnozition cannot tolerate that,
1
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those kind of persons a
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because no country needs United Hations vote to get “ndcpeﬁéence.
If we were really ready for indepandence, we'd go into independence
without any vote from the United iiat Je don't have to ask
their permission: we don't have uugDOft, if ‘'we are
really ready for it. 20 ute that for the
decision of the Belizean -;nt ez Rkl

[T

Finally, Mr Speaher, I want

Attempts are made from ti.e to :
o » i3

anybody in this country who wai

o end on this personal note,
0o create the impression that
iook, realistically, at the

question of independencce isg a wialist,  You are not supposed
to examine it at all, You are not supposed to acsk what you are
going into, You are not supposed to ask guestions If you do
that, something is wrong with vou.
Mr Speaker, T suffered inprisonment Lighting uqainst
: ) ; ; . >

colonialism, Other nerstc
they were prepared to g
and lleiln order to easua;
victions in court and sui
againsticoloqialium, By,
blgg@st noise against oolonisl
every occa31on to impress i
else, they were prepared to
Bible and induce other peop

t

&
| . =

to suffer imprisonment ir
re

SES 1or themn,
eir hand on the Bible
; arood fo Y Con-
3?uﬂlt for it dn the fight
who, today, are making the

' the word of God in
r are over everybody
lie on the Holy
they were not prepared
colonializmg I say
i commit e and my
wuntry and their children to lead
mlified o do that,

chlldren and the people of
them 1n?o a trap. They are

|

iAnd so, Mr Speaker, we ﬁqu to call a spade a spade from
now on in this issue. And 3 reason for this amendment
by the Opposition. We would have uﬂptﬁ that the ruling party
would have come to the Unpo: 10w, invited the Opposition and
sat’' down with us and tried tc woh common grounds. But no,
they want to swamp us with nuobars - tokenism: pret dnd oo bL
giving us a say, knowing var :
whatever fhey want to ao, we'l real zav over 1t but later
on it can be said, 'oh, we nave Lﬁum-ﬂ say in the matter'
The Belizean pLOpl@ dedide thia, Let me tell thems neither
them nor us are the whole Belize 'Japlb In this matter, neither
of the parties are commletaly antitled to speak for the Belizean
people;| both of them LOOPthT are “ot co‘ml xtely entitled to
speak for the Belizean 5
sessas (ROrmallys: if

R 9 : 3i£u“t50n vass; we'll have
no objection to the Gove wnsezf gerO”-ﬁQ that we are going into
1ndepen&enﬁe and the Oppositi 1.

an be concerned with what
we are going to have in the

Lon and 856 on and SO oOn.
We'd argue that out, trgla et arrangement we can,
and lead our people into inde unitedliy as possible.
But when it comes to this Guesti the future of this country
is in 3e0pard”° whore Groent DRy E izean Covernment,
everyboay knows very well. that | maintain its
1ndependence° therefore, we haw: Lthat thore are some
ulterior motives in trylnm s into independence without
a proper consideration of the , and incerests of the Belizean
people.? And that, Mr Speaiker, iz the issuz in this matter.

| Thank you very mich.
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HON. F.J. MARIW ( Minister of latural Resources ) 2
I rise to reject and condemn the “‘ﬂumERt proposad by the other
side of this Honoural:le Douse. 3 amendment i1s nothing less
But a betrayal of the Belizean penyg
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presented this morning

is a mechanism to bring into nourable House argunents

that I read in the foreig id from time to time by
Guatemalan Generals, by & lan Foreign Ministers and by
Guatemalan Presidents. T+ is a trap so conceived to create

fear in the Belizean peonle so0 =& to confuse and discourage

them from taking the ultin to independence and nation-—
hood and liberation. ¥ will not support. That is
why I rise to condemn it,

'This amendment to the

| The Motion presents was all - we all know
it, who! practice the mnw o 2 governments and one
of the cardinal prlnb"ykeﬁ "f 2 IO ~hial system of government,
is that| the minority will b ayv, but the majority will have
its way. S50, the arguqen' i ~z that the Opposition should
do this equally and that do=zs not aries under the present system
of government.

I for one have been sittins in the Belizean Legislature
from the elections of the lst of March in 1965¢: I think, more
than some other Members across the Floors and to every time, the
Manifestoes we have put tc the peopie is that we want independence
for Bellize. That is why, az a young man at the age of seventeen
years, |I joined the Peoplc's Unitaed Party ceeseos

{
|

because I wanted Belize to e free and offered myself as a
candidate to the people from the lst of March, 16G65. To come here
in the Honourable Houge and listen to arguments conceived to
deceive the Belirean people, that T must not tolerateg And I
invite |Members of this fonourable House, as elected lembers,
reqardlesg of Party that the liotion pre sented by the Honourabkle
Premier this morning asking for a Joint Select Commission of
Members here to fulfil their ducles €O the Belizean people to
consider and support the Hotion resented. Because I remember
very clearly in July of 198G I was nutising for the Honourable
Minister of Education in v Wal "own on the occasion of

the graduation of Muffles Lojabg‘ 3 T remember what I told them
and I remember guoting & Jrea aan in History, Franklin
Delano| Roosevelt, when he sai ifficult times, Second World
War, he said, "there is noth ! sar but fear itself". %
belleve every Belizean should made aware of this great
Statesman what he said in ﬂiﬁf;uult +rimos, for if he had feared
maybe Second World War would hava been lost to the other side

that began it. But things went the way they were because the
peoplel at the time were not afraid

e That Belize cannot defend
itself|, is absolute rublish. That Belize is not ready for
independence,equally. welize ready for independence and Belize
should be 1ndependenL, And 1 say this out of conviction because
for seventeen years the people of Belize have been electing

their [representatives to thi: gonourakle House in free and fair
elections on one issuejeverw time where the Government is con=
cerned - independence, indepandance, independence, g6, Ehak

is not a subject that is new or is just being introduced today

by thils Motion. It iz taking the last step.




. I could recall, if we arn to . use the arguments that
because Belize does not havae 1 - army or a powerful coast
quard or even, to quote from "Knowing that Belize
should be prepared for a m@aningfua ‘irtlﬁipation in her own
defence by land, sea and air'. I want to know which country can
effectively do that;even those who have been independent more
than a hundred years. T eould think of Mexmico for exwample; I
could think of Costa Rica, for i in Central America.
Mexico has about 70,000,000 peopl: an it defend itself by
land, sea and air against the powerful United 3tates with two
hundred and fifty million peonle? Can it? sta Rica, for
example, in Central America does not even have an armye. i
Panama or Nicaragua or any othar State wants to take over Costa
Rica, what is there to prevent 1it? But as long as you have
Bellvean¢|who will be repcating propaganda, that is treacherys
and as long as we have that, it only suits our nelghbours across
who have ambltlonﬁ on Belize, who have pretensions on Belize.

The other day I wasg addre
Town of Punta Gorda and I auvife
into the trap of fear that so0
and other |evidence within &
oh! if you go into in
It is good for a Guat

S.Lﬁﬁ a public meeting in the

1e peopl; ' let us not fall
enalan agenta in that Town
LOEJMﬂln_ were trying to promote':
Cuatemala will position its army.
aral tm say that, but when you have

a coward Belizean saying tl -hat is treachery. And I warned
then, if every Bellvﬂan o, cter whether yvou are rich or poor,

whatever your baﬁkarouid £ the Gua vernment knew
that everybody is united for inde and would not repeat
their sloman= oh' they will invade, 5hey"'ll this, they will
respect us more even 1if the time should arise that everyone of us
would be pr@pared to use the gun 1F need he, should it arise,
we shoula1not be afraid to do : L£E = Guatemalans knew this,
they would never come baci with t’ But akove all,
once Bell%b is independent and the rorde , as they are, as the
People's United Party like to say 'ter itorial integrity', they
will not come and they wilil not saake threatzs kut asz long as
they know|the Opposition will U"””OHLDU& neople against independence,
the more you will hear voizes From zcross, discouraging
1ndependence. That is why I this morning that this amendment
is a mechanism to vent the vi of the vary meople ws claim to
be running}away from.

We from the

th Division support whole-heartedly
the Motion put forwdru And to say that who benefits
but Guatemala or Great g . getting of independence for
Belize, is nothing less but : dishonest to the Belizean people.
With independence, we wi development. More countries
will look at Belize, reg g its size and population, as

an equal ?nd will come ready fo its aid.

Iéwas talking tc som
country and he said 'we would
asking is very reasonakle, hut
of the administering power, °
together bs equals and ¥ i
independence, we are not releasi
obligations. I believe She has ,
obllgatldns of defence in trying tines when the Opposition in
Belize aqd the Guatemalan Gencral have been trying to create
fear in the Belizean people. They have proven that they were
willing to defend Belize if wead T oOr at least thev sent their
harriers l|and some navy ships izean shorea. At least they
served as a deterrent if t¥ | have been anything. To say
that Guatemala benefitss i Tt frustrates CGuatemala's
pretensignss indepcndence Suatenala's pretensions, for

in Government of a foreign
> Lo help vyous what you are
»1 that is the responsibility
are prepared to sit down
:1n for Belize'. 50, for
Sreat Britein from any
"‘CJT“‘?LLl ed with the

L ]
/A Bcoeoe
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as long as Belize is a dependent territory, the argument that it

is in the Guatemalan Constitution can hold, but once Belize is
independent, those that put it in the Guatemalan Constitution

may have to find a way to take it .out for no one in this Honourable
House, as far as I am 3 ; ' pongible for putting it there
and it is 2 shame that onourable House should be

more concerned that it iz in la Constitution for it is
none of our making. And that is their nroblem; they created it,
and they should find a way to asnlve it,

That two Hembers of Pariiament
defence arrangements in Belizo,
Parliament cannot speak, five i
for a Government even if it i
they cannot speak for a Govern:
Minister of Government in :
on Belize that is what you ke
the Government.speaking, not t©wo of Parliament
visiting. Occasions have arise - Y le servants
Mr Spe@ker, I have had the privil [rh he Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association to vigit KoY
Parliaments and if I m
of the Commonwealth Parl
context of Government hus
as a Government, they are

|

| That the dispute

~ Lo inspect the

TOW it? two Members of
¥ ment Pannot speak
it by three more,
erg 1o when a

na nates a statement
nto acoount for that is

=y :?::gﬁera:i:.lnr:;: as a Member
ciaticsn unless it is in the
rliament cannot speak
?id’LthﬁQ”lL

1
b

st geetlod bofore independences
that's lexactly what the G have been sayving in the context
that they should have nart he Toledo District. Should we fall
into that trap? I say no, dr Speaker, we should not fall into
that trap.

Mr Speaker, I want to repeat my invitation to this
Honourable House that we support the Moticn as praesented this
morning and that you, dr Speaker, should nominate the Joint

Select Commission from Members in this Honourakble House and that

the mandate being asked by the Motion be carried through so that what
we began nearly thirty-one vears ago come into fruition,

Lastly, if we are to refute the argument about getting
married - an interesting subject - whether female or whether

male, after thirty-one vears of agoe, if you do not have a cause
committed then something is wroag.

HOM. LOUIS S. SYLVESTRE ( pister of Ene Ly and
Communications ) Mr Speaker, I certain that ths Honourable
Member [for the Albert Division have not read the &mcnda quite
carefully because at itoem i it says 'Papers' it says
'Wo. HR75A/1/4 - The White Pap “1ouu,vm Terms of a Constitution
for the Independent Belima no debate on indepnendence
whether you are going «ulmzrn WJQ“ML““WG, whether you are

going to stand still, aciks  this is not the
argument. There iz a g lependance. That is a far
gone conclusion, Yhat 1 ssed or should be discussed

¢ Ty of a Joint Select Commission
to study, to go out to ghﬂ neonle. to get their ideas; but this
proposqd terms of a 2o x to stimulate the arguments

into the minds of our ;'"1” o that when the whole thing is
carried, countrywide, & & aft of a Comstitution for the
Independent Belize can ard where the Government,

the people will not , am government - because

when you set a Conast 't only think about today,

in the House, today, is

you think about the : & govermaent at that time cannot
take ad 50 this is what should be done,

A

st Ko .
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that everybody gets to«

je‘;“ g e

pogition, majority party, get

together and come up Terms of a Conztitution for
Independent Belize, <1 Sreaker, 1if we can hold it there

for the terms of the 2
House at a reasonahle i
the alley-ways, we'll

HON. F,H, HUNTER ( Minister of vorks
positive
stigate the terwms of reference

before us two documents: one is a
us to set' up a Committee that will inve
for a Constitution; a forward,
negative document trying to delasr a:
have bheen rejected by the populatio
rostrum over the last thirty vears

who have been fighting independenaa

yain

The People's United Party froa
point of the Party's
something new. The
argument about that. This is a MHotion
the line of conclusion that mandate tha
herrings have been introduced into the
psychosis among the peoplis of Relize.
substantive Motiongs they have introduc
to use as an excuse to introduce
against independence. What thevy reall

last election gave

themselves and these are delayving Motions

independence, they say, and Pelize is r
the point of Govermment, from the point
point of defence becausc we ars being 4
by Great Britain and She

Wae Wl

nositive

it
philosophy was based

their old rejected arguments - .- %

gave us Her word and 3he has

il e able to leave this

ats Heyonsd that avenue,
ooy R )

the man said,

}:  iir Speaker, we have

substantive liotion asking

steps the other is a
the spurious arguments that
it has heen presented on the
negative factor in Belize

fron wav back,

& inception, the anchor

on independence, It dsn't
us the mandate. There is no
to put in force, to put along
t has been givan to us. Red

debate to create a2 fear

They will not stick to the
ed a red herring amendment

v want iz independence under
because we all want

2ady for independence from

of cconomics and from the
efended right now as a colony
given us Her

word in front of the international Forun of “he United Mations by

supporting the Motion for a def
independence, She has done that

oe gua
volunta

Now, one of the Honourable
brought up the nonsense akhout not aeen
from Great Britain, but......

MR SPEAKER: May I ask wvou
HON, F.H. HUNTER: T withdraw i

The Honourable

ape
defence guarantee from Gr o

base our independence Oy
accept a training programoas
independence to train us up

e

HON. P.5.W, GOLOSON: lir & naealke

HON. F.H, HUNTER:
nclarification?

MR SPEAKER:

A point of

A point of order?

HON. P.S.W, GOLDSON: Yes, Mr

The Member said -~ he did not nane

only the Honourable Leader of the

BT

ranteey to guarantee our
ok 9 B )

across the House has
a refence guarantee

tine
withdirow that remarlk,
withdraw it.

Mr Svneakzr, I

the argument about a
~hing we must

t heing

@¥t worc he savs "we should

Britain in that same era of
e gstandarsd,

L oocooe

order, Mr 3peaker, or

the rember across the House:s

“pposition and myself have spoken

on this matter and I don't recall any of us saying that we reject a
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. their Congress or FParliame

defence quarant“e from Great Britains none of us said that.

MR SPEAKER: That'g not a moint of order.

HON. P.S.¥. GOLDSON: ifell, a point of correction then,
Mr Speaker.

HON., F.H. HUNTER: . I am ;lrj he said that then, Mr Speakers
he has clarlfled his position, He will accept a defence guarantee
from Great Britain on independence. I am qiad he Fjust clarified
that in this House.

So, Mr Speaker, Jovernng 1lv, we have been exercising
this democratic form of ?alllampntary Government for a long time
and we are well versed on how to govern a country. Many other
nations, great nations in the world weni into indc ependence forming
: nt on the day of their 1ndeﬁendence.

So, we today, are more ready than tx@x were and they have succeeded.
50, we dre well prepared, ‘well - and well schooled on how to
govern an independent countiy . Fortunately, we had a long
period of self-government 3 ur terms of the Constitution
we don't propose to Changw that systen of Jovernment. 30, we are
ready for independence in-so~% as fgovarning ourselves. And,
flnanc1ally, I don't think there a mony countries - I think vou
can count them on the fingers of Toth y)UI hands - that has the
international, financial reputation £ 1ittle Relize has because
we've never been a day late or 2 penny short on any of our
international commitments. And Tor that very reason, that is why

(]

Belize has been able to get more than Z0% of the Cariblean Development

loans for the legs—gevploped countrias. Because of our financial
international reputation. 30, we never he more prepared or
more ready, financially, Lor Lnd ~e than we are, 30, the
argument that we are not pre for indenendence just doesn't
hold water. The negative roductions that have come across the
Floor is just to hold hack nrocess of moving smoothly into
independence.

f

‘They throw in the arcument of referendum. Referencdum has
no place in Parliamentary Government. Great Britain, the Mother of
Parliament, made the blg m1”*3ke of introducing referendum on the
Common Market entry and if She wants to come out now She cannot get
out Parliamentary-wise, unless She calls a referendum again, S50,
they themselves have found out the mistake of trying to blend a
referendum into a Parliamentary system. 50, let us not decide
if we want a Parliamentary Governament with a referendun because
2k just ‘doesn't exist. DBither wyou have your cake or you eat it
but you can't have it and eat it. If you want government by
a refer@ndun then vou vote for goverrment by a referendum; if you
want government by Parliament t? you vote for government by
Parliament and you don't try to ghift from a different system
of qovernment as it suits you kecause then you won't have a
democratic government, The people of Balize have picked the House
of Representatives, 18 constituencies, proportion of more than 2 to 1
because it is 13 to 5 and all the House Committees on which the
Minority Party serves, is set up as a 2 to 1 basis and they have
accepted it. We are also asking in this Motion o seit up a Select
House Committee on the same Z to 1 basis, and all of a agudden they
want a 50/50 basis - that w0ﬂ1c be prostituting the will of the
Deople - excuse the language, Hr “paancr, at I cannot describe it
in no other words. We would he doing a dis-service to the people
of Belize. We would bhe dostroying the very basis on which we are
governed, - Either you're going to govern by a PQTllchPtary system
or you are not. You are. not going to swerve from it when it suits
you and| accept it when it doesn't cuit vou. For that reason,
Mr Speaker, I cannot by no stretch of the ir vation, even consider

()

acceptijug the amond n;Wh,ix) cha subastantcive Fooion,

[ Thank vou very “nu.



HON, D.L. MCROY (Min
Community Development) s L ¥
substantive Motion hefore thisz

1 Bervices and
sUpport the

From the moment I joined the ranks of the People's United
Party, the Movement of Liberation some twenty-nine vears ago, this
Organisation, the People's Uﬂ$1eﬂ Party, the Movement of Liberation,
made its policy and objectives for an Independent Belize fully and
categorically known to the peo "19 of Belize. . There is no doubt,
whatsoever,; that this Move i !ov ment of Liberation, the
People's United Party has as it: licy and objectives of the Party
(which remains unchanged and) contlnucu to be the aim and ultimate
# goal of the Government - in fact, the independence of Belize is

° generally accepted; it is generally auﬁwptﬁj that the Party,

I recall quite clearly, was orgaqlsed for the explicit purpose of
championing the cause of the Belizean people and achieving for
Belize a secure, safe and lading independence as has been enshrined
in the Party's Manlicato for an Independent Belize, and succegsive
manifestoes before when facing general elections over the vears.
And this endeavour has bheen crowned lﬂ@ given full support and

%
&)
3

i

endorsed from time to time Ly the eleztorate incluﬂing my own Ccon-—
stituency. I recall, viv1all, that aﬂong the isszues raised

during our last general elerctions some months Ago, the igsue of
independence, political independence for Belize was the main plank
dealt with as well as the social and economic considerations in

 Belize. |Mr Speaker, I give it a special privilege and I would
like to appeal to the Opposition to support the substantive Motion
which is before this Honourakle Fouse today. hz true and freedom—

loving people of Belize, that the opportunity has now arrived with
the blessing of the Almighty, that this Honourahle House would

begin consideration of an Independence Constitution for Relize today.
S50 many other countries, much, much smaller than Belize have attained
their independence and have been succeszsful in carrving their
countries to greater prosperity on attaining sawme in impreving the
lots of their people.

Mr Speaker, the Government of Belize is a responsible
Government and it isg, for thi T i ing through the
proper machinery to consult nothe people of Belize in every
town, village and corner of country so that the people are
given the opportunity to axpre their views on the type of, and,
of course, clearly what our pzopla wou¢@ like to see enshrined in
the:Constitution of an Indenendent Balize, This is democracy at
work. As we move closer and =zloger to the day of independence,
f Mr Speaker, we continue to oe ﬁar +VU3§ in the hands of our

- Supreme Being, of the Universe. : 1zh““ and Eternal God of all
- ages. With his guidance all things a gascible and we cannot
' ¢ go wrong with his help. I av iy £ with his continued
' blessings this orders well ﬁﬂL tha future well-being
of Belize and its people, to see a repetition of
what has happened seventeen ve the move towards self-
government was instituted by 2's United Party Government
to bring freedom, to bring prosgperity, to bring betterment and to
bring about a better way of AlfL crer v for the people of Belize
that we have among our midst hers = n2 of those people who
got out there and fast at the ioridc IO And all sort of fears
were put into the people of Belize trying to let thiz people of
Belize feel that self-government was <oing to do so much harm to
us. And | talking about keneficiaries, one of thm heneficiary today
of that Constitution, the QLTf-gcaernw~nt of Belize, is the
Honourable Member himself who is now sitting over there. And he
fasted and tried to condemnn the eurort heing made by the mpeople
and government of Belize to Lring a2bout self-government to this
country because as far ag we are concernaed, this is not a matter
for us to be bickering with esach other. I think the time has come

hiud
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when the Opposition and Iovermment should work together on this
issue and to make sure that thev ¢ive full uuﬂporb to the
independence of Belize hecauss there is no lon whatsoever

that the Opposition - and T want to 2 mith my Honourable
colleague here that if they were 1t they were to grant
independence tomorrow under the the Opposition, there
would be no debate in this House 2 accept, hook,
line and sinker, because this is 2y want to take
over the reins . of Covermment and 2ry means possible
to be able to do just that. »RBut country have
given a mandate, the people of it An more
than one elections, not oniy ona three, many
elections, 1nclud1nc the last bl’} Belize City.

| :
No, no. That has nothing to do with the Proposed Terms

of the Constitution. We 11z4 i am only trving

to show that the Deopl 7 they know what

they want. If they wa ion they would

have done that.

:’ iz ".."‘.flf’x"“! 1y )
The thlng is, there is no need for a referendua. Thare is no
need for a referendum nn + i wmendence of Belize because if that

was what the peonle dacid
City Council Elections in
and all sorts of things.

his wag interijected into the
it of fear,comaunism, referendum
the neople voted the way they felt
because the people of zelisz intelligent people and they know
what they want; they are wing, they know what they want.
And this is why, Mr Speaker .ceeeee interruptionSeeseaee 30 they
want me that is why I am here, That is why I am here,

(applause)

And I have been here for s weral years too; I have bheen here for
dquite some time, Oh. yes - yu no si a di even gat grey hair now?
I am here almost thirty yﬁara now.

Mr Speaker, I personally want to makae tﬁinqﬂ quite clear
as I have said earlier that ny congtituency supports independence
for Belize because it was on this platform that we ran elections
from time; and,particularlyv,the last General Elections in Belize,
And any elected replcseﬂtatmvv iz House who wants to e honest
with himself can never face the

te and tell thom that
he or she did not understsa;

7 the issue for the elections
was the independence for Helis not one, because it was an issue,
It was red hot:; and all of us

i
facad the peownle and we knew that.

e

The Premier in stateiocn
clear that whatever defeoncs arras

Speaker, made it guite
that are being made will

be made known to the poor people of Balize; all the people of
Bellze, in ample time, . £an: aid that the people are being
kept in the dark. The Premier uw ry explicit in his statement

and he has.made it quite
have been reacheé that avec
is nothlngsto WOrry abouu.
I can't underatand.

soon 43 these arrangements
ow alout it. 50 there
all this confusion aboute

tantive Motion my whole and

S0, Mr Speaker, I give the g
ore endment coming from across

full support, but I do not supp
the way.

the am

5
i3 r"x.lt_.).-nunﬂonon
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HOM, s,
and Sports ): Mr Speaker,
Opposition. And I would szay
these proposed amendments
issues being introduced,

MUSA ( Attornsy
t?"} L’
or not we support the amendment:

are nothing
even at this late

reiral andg i izter of Zducation
isaua before the Floor is whether
proposed by the Leader of the

)

from tha

2 very outset, Mr Speaker, that
.UL ydftl&ﬂ;, political

stage, in @matter which

J

-y
by

is very clear. What we want tm diamuSS is the ”on:tltuilon for

an Independent Belize.  %What we want to take the country, and
for the people to consider, ig a ngstjtution, e want them to
consider terms that they nquid And even

at this late stage, we have the 4 'J&Jtlon comineg Dack WLth their
well worn~out arguments about scttlement before independence, about
referendum, Radio Belize, elector raform, etcetera, ctoeterac
old hat arguments that we are now tired of hearing.

As the previous suni out, the i85UE .seeceoe

interruptions....... ¥When
T respected his right to sr

The previouu
point about referendu i
the elections of lsovew o 5
made it perfectlv cleag to the
of 1ndependenee, If x
Mr Speaker it stated: 'the
future as a united,
independence with all our terr
peaceful security arrangeme
That was taken to the “eOﬁ?é
what did they take to the p P
That was their issue. They
people voted and thev voted

Party. They voted and gave
of Belizes a safe and secur
i
B@t, even arter Novenl

hearing the talk about refere
are trying to say that even 1a
referendum again; but I would
their own paper, a copy of the
Mr Speaker
last year, and what did this
that a vote for the U.D.P. iin
before independence. And the

U.D.P. Nines no referenduwa.

this,
and the Beacon is here so you
they are

|

On issues like elector
could argue all day, Mr Speake
whether or not they have radio
about that
proposal, 3the Motion, the orig
to con81der the Terms for the
that can be taken up in the fu

question of electoral reform, t

might duote frow
PP ¥
inalienable right to self-deteriine
sovereign and
d.3200
a peaceful settlement of the Ar

" P
AR

ten days before the

people of
even when they made it an

tlll hawking about this

But the point I want

niber for the Albert was apeaking,
I trust he will give meg that right.

up thiz very interesting
Tt cannot be denied that
Peopie's United Party
re we stood on the issue
u“e donumeqt again,
e people's
political right and
rendent nation., our

{ rieved either by
n,dispute or by a
no land cession'
As for the Onposition,
atzmala, o independence.
the people and the )
for the People's United
for the independence

1:1;\,

LﬂLlOH Who

LY

be

g, Mr Speaker, we kept

r€naum, And now, they

st year it wasn't a question of
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I trust I am wrong, Mr Speaker. indeed, I hope I am wrong in my
assessment. I hope that even at thiag late stage that Members

of the Opposition will reconsider their position. And even if we
do not consider their so-called demands akout things that they

are raising at this hour, even if we do not support them, that

they will see the more vital issue. The more vital issue is for us
all to participate; all of us to participate in the Joint Select
Committee to go to the country and consult the people on this

document. We are not saying that this should be the exact terms

for the Constitution of Belize, for the Indpendent Relize: we

are not saying that at all. This is why it is called a White
Paper which has a clear parliamentary definition. It is a
Government's policy statement about a possible future Independence

- Constitution, And we are taking it to the people, hopefully,

with the support of both sides of this Honourable House. The
Opposition will have a full opportunity to study the White Paper.,
We are not asking them to take any dedsions, today, about the
contents of the White Paper. All we are asking, a very reasonable
request, is to come with us; as Belizeans, let us work together.
Let us forget U.D.P, and P.U.P, Let us remember we are Belizeans
first. | ‘

(applause)

Mr Speaker, the issue is very clear and I hope we could

get away from these partisan issues. . I hope we could take a more
positive approach. I do not see it as partisan, Mr Speaker, to
recommend that we set up a Committee in accorcdance with the
established Standing Orders of this Honourable House, This

Honourable House has prescribed in its own Standing Orders, Rule 72,
I believe, which clearly says 'the composition of such a Select
Committee which is two to one'. Now,the Opposition wants to change
that composition and they have suggested that if we could go under
Rule 93, I believe, which calls for the Leader of the Opposition
and the Leader of the House to consult about changing the arrangement,
when no such approach has been made to my knowledge about changing
the established rules; so why raise such an issue at all when

it is a non-issue. What we have to go by is what the Standing
Order calls for that therc should be a Joint Select Committee con-
sisting of nine people,in the proportion of two to one. That is
set out in the Standing Order, #2 are not changing anything.

I would like to make a comment on what the Hember for Albert
said about the Constitution and I am very shocked, indeed, to hear
him speak about the futurc Constitution of Belize with such, such
a casual approach to it, to say that the Constitution is no big
deal; for a lawyer to say that; for a man who profess to have
gone to jail against Colonialiswas for a true patriot to get up
and say that, that the Constitution is no big deal and that any one
can sit down one night and writc it, to treat it with such casual
approach, I find that very shocking, lMr Speaker, and I believe
history will condemn him for that approach because the Constitution
of Belize for an Independent Belize is a very, very important
document. It is a document that we have to live with. It is a
document that will affect the lives of the people of Belize for
years to come, And it is not something that we can lightly passg
over. We are concerned here with whether or not we want to maine-
tain the rule of law., We are concerned here with whether or not
we want to maintain the independence of the Judiciary: we are
concerned here about vital things like human rights and the pre-
servation of fundamental freedom. That's what the Constitution
is all abouts and to call it no big deal, I'm shocked, Mr Speaker.
That's all I can say.

Finally, Mr Speaker, let me say that to suggest that Britain
is under some kind of legal obligation to defend Belize while it's
a dependent%territory, but that it has no legal obligation to do so
after independence, is not only wrong in law, but it's totally devoid

/Of‘opooua



(37)

-ne Government of the United Kingdom

of political reality. If ¢
Belize or if it wants to betray its
t

does not want to defend 2o

promise to defend Belize it could do it anytime before or after
independence, Let us understand that quite clear. But in one
breath it seems to me that the Member is prepared to accept the
good faith of the United Kingdom Government, but in the other
breath he is saying they would act in bad faith and betray us,
That seems to me to be contradictory in approach but it also
displays that lurking fear that he suffers from, that fear of
freedo@ which clouds his entire logical approach to the problem.
. So, Mr Speaker, finally I would say that we, all of us

in this House, must look at this issue in a very clear light,

The issue is whether or not we want to move forward. Independence
is an inevitable fact, It will come this year. So let us work
together to make sure that it's a safe and secure independance,
Let us not cloud the issues with these party political matters.
Let us move forward together as Belizeans and let us work together
for a good Constitution. This is what I would ask Members to
support, Mr Speaker. Thank vyou, :

- HON. V.H. COURTENAY ( Minister of State ): Mr Speaker,
the approach adopted by the proposed amendment is an approach
which I would like to join my colleagues in condemning., It is an
attempt to take what is a serious issue, a very serious matter, ard
to steep it in politics. In fact, it seems to be an attempt
on the part of the Members of the other side of the House to
force ﬁheir will upon the people although it has already been
rejectgd by the people.

: When I look at the recitals in this document, they seem
to recite identically the political platform of the Opposition;

a political position which it is their right to take and it is
their right to repeat as often as they may wish. However,; it's
a position which the people of Belize have time and time rejected,
and it is a position which if we are to attempt to accept, today,
would be to negate, completely, all the processes of democracy
which exist in our country,

Mr Speaker, it seems to me that the reguast, today, is
that the Government should ignore the mandate which the people
have given it: should turn its back upon its commitment to the
people to move forward to independences take up those things
which the people have rejectzd: and postpone independence until
the British and the Guatemalans decide that they can reach a
settlement. It would be o postpone our liberation and to place
it in the hands of our greatest enemy, Guatemala. It would mean
that the timing of our freedom would be determined, not in Belize
City or in Belize but in Cuatemala City, Mr Speaker, this is a
proposition which I cannot accept. 1t is a proposition which the
Government cannot accept. ~nd it is 3 proposition which the people
of Belize have repeatedliv said they will not accept.

| The second recital attempts, it seems +o me, to disregard
‘all theLaccepted principles of representative government, for the
second recital attempts to do two things: +to say, first of all,

that the results of elections wmust be igriored and that we can only

‘rely, to determine the will of a people, upon a device known as
a referendum, while at tha same time the second recital seems to be

saying and suggesting that the electoral system is at fault and

that we| would need some sort of impartially supervised referendum.
In other words, that the Government of Delize is incapable of
testing the will of the Belizean people by itself,

Mr Speakereae..
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Mr Speaker, I have stated in this House, before, a number of
points on the gquestion of our system of =lections, This Government
has gone to great difficultv, or rather the last Administration
went to great difficulty to provide our country with election
machinery upon which we are nrebarea to stand or f£all. It is a
machinery that is bevond the comparison with any other system,

We are very proud of the system which we have been able to institute
in this country, for its fairness and its impartiality.

I would wish, first of all, to examine and analyse the
suggestion, The suggastlon, az I understand it, coming from the
other side of the House, is that the Government should abdicate
its responsibility to run elections in this country and that it
should hand over that responsibility to two political parties -
the Peoples United Party and the United Democratic Party. I am
sure that were we to take such an unwise decision, that immediately
other political parties would mushroom in this country, each
demanding equal right to run the electoral system in this country.
But I think that it is important that ould realise that that
unwise proposal need not Pucescﬁrily dispense fairness, Jjustice
and equlty. To achieve thisz, Government has provided a system in
which peonle, hefore reglstrnula“, ArD 1 :rly tested, are properly
identified, are identified by picture : even though we are ready
to vouch |for the impartiality of cur system, we hand it over to the
courts of the land to monthly review that process; every month,
every 51ngle month, the court reviews process as it takes place.
Mr Speaker, the test of whether the system is Oerutlﬁg well,
especxally gince we have a political party that is so concerned about
fairplayj is to examine whether they have successfully used that
machlnery to demonstrate unfairnezs or injustice or inequity? As
far as I;am aware, they have seldom even objected to the nomination
of one voter. But, in addition to that, T would like to make the
point that when this system was first instituted and there were
rumours upon rumours of the unfairness of this sytem, that the
entire voter list, according to them was checked by computers,
the result of which was that 500 cases of duplicate registration
was disc&vered. It is a matter of public record, Mr Speaker, that
each of those 500 challenges wera painstakingly examlned and in
each case, it was found that there was no duplicity at all. i
would alﬁo like to remind this Honourable House, Mr Speaker, that
the people themselves have spoken about what they think of that
system, for more people have registered under that system than under
any other system, At the General Elections last year, more people
used that system to cast their votes than under any other system.
They were satisfied not only to register, but to vote,

Ani finally, Mr Speaker, I would like to repeat that we
heard two types of objections to the systam: one which was in the
nature of fantasy; of magic ink and all sorts of incredible fourth

dimension chemicals. Those spurious charges were treated by the
Bellzean\people who had used the system with the contempt which
they deserved. The second form »f criticisms were exercised by a

number of participants and candidates who went before the Supreme
Court of Belize to challenge the fairness »f their own elections.
Several ﬂembers took the oprortunity to use those provisions,
those safeguards ...... { interruption ) ..... The law is loaded,
says my Honourable Friend, althouch he appeared professionally,
himself, [for some of those a@wﬁ‘\, and the result was that not
even one 0f those petitions was even worth the paper upon which it
was written.

i

|

(applause)
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May I leave the subject, Mr Speaker; by repeating my
challenge which I have given out in this House, that Government has
attempted to select as the managers of that system, comnissioners
who are above reproach in their integrity. And if any man can
throw a stone at any member of that Commission; he is free and
protected by law to make any charge in this Honourable House against
any one of them. They are people of the highest integrity in
this community. It is, therefore, Mr Speaker, very unfair,
especially on so serious an occasion, to try to introduce into
this matter, suspicions about the elactoral system in this country
and to pretend that it would be acceptable in this country that
Government should remove the electoral system from the Commissioners
and place it in the hands of the political parties. That is a day
which I would regret. ‘

I must deal with this guestion of raferendum. I take the
point, anﬁ I think that it is a valid point which is made by most
of my colleagues on this side of the House, that we did have a
referendum, This issue was put to the people; was put to the
people very squarely, and we have “he answer. from the people.

But I would like to say; and I believe I have already said it in
this Honourable House, that a referendum is not a device which is
acceptable and is a practice used in representative Government,

In the long history of the British democracy there is one example
of a referendum, one and only on2. That was the occasion when

the United Kingdom Government put to the people admission into the
European Community. This was done in very special circumstances.
The Labour Party at the time who were parties to the election &
promised the people that if they got into power that they would
hold a referendum to take that decision. It reminds me of the
United Democratic Party's position at the last Election. They
promised the people that if they were put into power they would
take a referendum on independence. It reminds me, as well, of the
promise of the United Democratic Party that if they won the Belize
City Council Elections that they would then be able to force a
referendum, The People's United Party has said to the people at
election time that if you elect us we are going forwarc. The
people accepted that position. ....... ( interruption R e

e did not pass a resolutions Jjust to correct the record: we did
not pass a resolution offering a referendum. We did agree in a
three-party agreement that if a solution was found to the Anglo~
Guatemalan dispute, that that solution would be nput to a referendum,
That was an agreement, that was a thres-way agreement. It was not
passed in| this House ..... ( interruption )...... forgive me, it
was not. | '

MR SPEAKER: It is not according to Parliamentary Practice
to have cross-talk., If a remark is made, it may he replied to,
but there| should be no continuation of cross-talk in the House.
Please go! on, Mr Minister,

1

HON, V.H. COURTENAY: Mr Speaker, it would be, for this
Government, a betrayal of the wishes of its supporters, the majority
of people|in this country, if it were now to turn its back upon
the commitment which it made. we regard our Manifesto commitments
with solemnity and seriousness, and we propose to carry them out,
And I think that I can say, categorically, on behalf of the
Government that we do not propose to have a referendum on the

independence issue. Let that be understood.
Radio Belize, Mr Speaker, again the subject of Radio Belize
is raised| in this Honourable House. Once again, I speak on behalf

of the Minister of Home Affairs and on hehalf of the Government of
Belize ongthe question of Radic Belize., Radio Belize is not a new
topic in this House or outsgide. Radio Belize was the subject of

JSdemonstrationS..s -
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demonstrations. Mr Speaker, the Jovernment's policy on this is
very clear, and I would wish to repeat it for the records that at
election time political parties who are contesting the election have
edqual rights to radio time.  Outside of election time it is our
view that political parties should not usze the radio for their ,
political purposes. However, we have, Mr Speaker, agreed with the
Opposition that under special supervision of this House, radio
political broadcasts can take place, if I recall it, lunder ten
conditions. Those conditions were negotiated and agreed between
the then Government and the Cpposiiton. Mr Speaker, once again

I repeat that that machinory and that offer iz still open to the
Opposition to have party political hroadcasts outside of election
time. :

Finally, Mr Speakey; Radio Belize is available to hoth
political parties on an equal baszis for announcements of their
public meetings and other functions. That is the policy of the
Government, and our view is that we have a responsibkility to people,
especially in circumstances where there's one radio station that they
should not have party political propaganda foisted upon them against
their will, :

Mr Speaker, we have had a long dissertation about defence.
Mr Speaker, it is very easy for us in our particular circumstances
to be fearful and to be concerned about a.wmilitary attack from

Guatemalas this is understandablc and Government can understand

(....!. 1
7
‘the fears of some people. Iin fact, Government itself has some

concern about this possibility, and that it has this concern is
evidenced by the stand that it has taken, and it has made it very
cléar that one of the pre-~conditions to taking independence is that
the Government should be satisfied that it is safe to do so.

Mr Speaker, we can't put it in any clearer and simplier terms.
Obviously,| by dint of size and numbers, Belize must make defence
arrangements. I think this is obvious for all of us to understand.
What those| defence arrangements are and the adequacy of those
defence arrangements is a matter which this Sovermment has committed

to the people that it will not move without being totally satisfied

on the point. This is a categorical assurance given by this
Government. It is a categorical assurance given to the people of
this country which we propose to honour. But to ask us in mid=

stream while those arrangements are being wmade, to divulge to our
enemies where we have reached and where we have not reached, would
be foolhardy on the part of any Covernment. 2And our rosition iz
that we have reliable asgsurances from a Government upon whom we
have relied all our life that they will see us through with our

defence requirements. This Zovernmment i3 not going to be content
with that alone. This Govermaent proposes that when it is able,

when it has finalised its arra: entz and is able to announce them,
that it will have additional security to offer to the people of
Belize. This is our aim. But I muszt take the point, Mr Speaker,
I don't know if my learned frieunds across the other side of the
House understand that the Constitution of BZelize is going to be an
Act of the|United Kingdom Parliament. That the time which is
required for the passage of legislition in the United Kingdom and
the time which is required for tho sage of legislation in this
country are two different things: and that if we are to Fulfill

our commitment, then the Constitution iz one of the things which

we must have ready so that the United Kingdom Parliament can perform
its functions in due time, &nd it is for this reason that we must
prepare ourselves so that we are not found wanting, that we have
taken the proper consultations, that we have been responsible and
received tbe views of our population, that our people themselves are

i
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satisfied that the system under which they will be governed in the
future is a system of their choosing, If we are to discharge these
responsibilities, then we must make the necessary preparations in
due time. I should hate, Mr Speaker, to hear the people of Belize
moan and say that you thrust upon them at the very last moment a
Constitution upon which they did not have adequate time to reflect.
It is just wise and prudent thait we should move early. We propose
to move swiftly and we have c¢hosen TO M0vVe NOw.

In doing so, Mr Speaker, I would wiszh to say that it is our
hope: it is the hope of Covernment, that the members who represent
the Opposition will play their role and will discharge their
responsibility to the country and to the n=aople. We have attempted,
Mr Speaker, by the Resolution which we tabled and the machinery which
we attempted to devise to invite their participation. We have
attempted, Mr Speaker, and have gone 2 long way to put them into the
picture of what our intention was. It is ragrettable, Mr Speaker,
that they should find themselves in the Aifficulty of having to
place before this exercise certain pre-conditions. T would wish
this Honourable House to know that the iLeader of the Opposition has
had the benefit of advanced notice of how the Government proposed to
deal with this matter. T would wish this Honourable House to know,
as well, that the Government went to the extent of sending, by
special messenger, as early acs ooasible, a copy of the Government
White Paper to the Leader of the Opposition so that he had knowledge
of exactly how the Government proposed to deal with this matter.

It is unfortunate that the response to this invitation to deal openly
and to move together in this exercise was what he announces this
morning that he has sent a letter of complaint to Lord Carrington
without even responding to us that he haa certain problems in the
matter,

The Honourable Member for the Albert Division referred to
Standing Order 92 about arrangeirents between the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition. Mr Speaker, no such arrangement has been
reached. No attempt was made to make any such arrangement. Instead,
after the gesture which we made, it was used to send some letter of
complaint to Lord Carringtoi.

#ir Speaker, very often people in this country wonder why it is
the Government and the Opposition cannot move together in a number
of wayss and this is but another exanmple of why the Government 1is
unable to deal with the Opposition the way it would wish. That
type of relationship, that type of harmony can only arise out of

mutual trust and mutual respect. Time and time again, repeatedly,
each gesture made by the Government is subverted, This is only
another example, Mr Speaker. T would like to make a special plea

to the Leader of the Opposition and the Membhaers on the Opposition
Benches. I would like to remind you that the people of Belize are
showing more clearly that they are fed up and tired of abandonment.
They have had the experience of the Opposition running away from

“them in times of disaster and hurricanes. They have had the

experience of the Opposition fasting when important decisions of

this nation are being taken. They have had an example of the abandon-
ment of Belize City in the last City Council Administration. They
have had the example of the abandonmiaent even of the country by

members of the United Democratic Party after the last election.

Are the people now going to be abandoned once again in this exercise
in search of a Constitution for the Independent Belize? I ask
Members of the Opposition Benches please do not abandon the people

of the Albert Division, the people of Dangriga, the people of the

Mesopotamia Division, of Toledo Ferth and South. Please do not run
away from your responsibility in this matter, Please. I plead

with you, and I'm not accustomed toO pleadings; but on hehalf of the

/interest.ees



interest of the Belizean people, I plead with you, that you should
shoulder your responsibility as Representatives and together as
constituting the Opposition of this country. 30 not leave the people
of Belize on 30 important an issue without the henefit of the :
Opposition, Tt is your right to do az you choose and, no doubt

you will let the nation know in due coursge. I am, howaver ihviting
you: I am pleading with you ..... (interruption ) sey Member for the
Albert Division, please listen to =y nlea instcad of chattering

You do have a responsibility in this matiter. You do have a i
responsibility to the people.

I ?eard} for instance, and I recall the phrase 'meeting us
half~wayﬂ, I recall this phrase heing used in terms of the persons
who would man this Committee, Mr Speaker, we have to understand

the égmocratlc Drocessa Wg aﬁnnﬁtﬂtake democracy and throw it through
the window, K  To do so would be to destroy something that is sacred
about our country, that which makes us unigue in Central America.

TIf the people of Belize in their wisdom, and some of us may think

that they were totally unwise, but if in their wisdom they did not
decide to put the representatives in this House half,/half, then let

us respect what the people wants and what they did. Let_thar 4.4
representation on this Committee be in Sromortion tQ Fwo Ton ership
in this House. It is only fair aadl honese wioe tOE people, That
is the way they want it. g 1o why 20V voted how they did.

It is not al question of meeting anyrody half-way. It's a guestion

and what is fair.

of doing what is right, what 1S jus

Mr Speaker, it is regrettable that we should have, on this
occasion, fourd it necassary £ face and go through this agonizing
debate on issues which have heen thoroughly debatad in political
campaigns. @ It is regrettable, Mr Speaker, that we come to this House
attempting to force rejected policies upon this House. it is
regrettable, Mr Speaker, that so important a matter should be treated
so lightly., And it is regrettable, Mr speaker, that we, and I lament
this, that we seem to be turning away from the form of representative
democracy as we have practised it for many years. I would hope that
the members of the Opposition will now, after this long dehate,
understand the issues that iz before this ionourable House; that
the Leader of the Opposition, who is notably ahsent, will withdraw
his amendment to the Motion and that he would examine very carefully
what the original Motion invited him to dos for it is very simple.
It is asking that this House should give authority to the Speaker to
appoint Members in accordance with the rules and reculations of our
House, to meet together with Members of the Senate to examine what
Government has put forward as 1ts views about the Constitution, and
to report to this House in its wiszdom and having thoroughly consulted
the people of this country. T+ ig a orocezz that 1s completely and
fully demo@ratic. Tt is a process which is seeking to bring the
people fully into the picture and it is a process which we hope, and
I recall the Honourable Premier's words earlier this morning, of a
general invitation to the country to participate in this exercise in
democracy. | '

And I would end on this note, that the responsibility is not
only ours in this House, the responsibility ia much wider: it is a
responsibility of the entire nation and all the institutions in our
nation. I appeal, in particuiar, to the medis. aut a few days ago
a very strange thing happened, UWr Speakor, the Press reports the
Honourable| Chief Justice as saying that he had no official notifica-
tion that this year would be the year of independence, that all he
had heard was rumours. T can only, lir Speaker, understand that as
the type of service which the media in this country is delivering on
important issues. From the most official voice in this country,

the voice of the Premier, hinself, 2 public statement was made that
this is definitely the year of independence of Belize,and that that
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should not have come to the attention of His Lordship the Chief
Justice, is an indictment upon the service which the media is giving

to our people. It is unfortunate, but T would invite the media
to look at itself in this exercise and to play its part. I would

ask it, faithfully, to debate the issues which are before the people
of this country, to guide them and assist them in the analysis and

argument of that White Paper so that the peopla will have a full and
free opportunity to have their will known even without a referendum.’

Thank vou wvery mudh.

HON. A, SHOMAN ( Minister of Health, fousing and Co-operatives):
Mr Speaker, I rise to express my viows on the amendnents put to the
Motion by the Leader of the Opposition, And having heard all the
previous statements made, I have only Heonme reinforced in my own
view, Mr Speaker, that all the various sectlons of the proposed
amendment do, indeed, reflect and xc sent the political platform
of a political party that has been twice rejected in as many years
in Belize. @ But I also belicve that all these issues that they
have put forward in their amendiment: referendum, electoral system,
Radio Belize,; all these things are only put there to deflect
attention from what; I believe, is the sole and the real proposal
that they are putting forward in this amendment.

I had occasion, Mr Speaker, to hear the entire text of a
political address given by the Leader of the Opposition only two
or three weeks ago in San Ignacin, and I helieve he repeated the
same statement in other towns in Belize. And what he said at
that meeting, the entire thrust of his argument, the sole argument,
that he sought to put forward and he sought to convince the people
was what you see in this amendment, this one paragraph which says
"Britain must solve Her dispute with Guatemala peacefully before
raising the question of independence for Belize. AaAnd the Leader of
the Opposition at that time made it very clear. He said: vyou
want to know what the position of the United Democratic Party is
on independence? It is this: that we should not go for indepen-
dence until the Anglo~-Guatemalan dispute has been solved by
negotiztion. '

And so, all these other things that have been brought up
in this amendment are, to me, merelv irrelevant things to pad out
that amendment. But the real meet of their propocal is this:
that we should agree to postpone the independence of Belize,
indefinitely, until such time as the Govermaent of Guatemala agrees
with the Government of the United Xingdom that Belize should be
independent.

Mr Speaker, I do not believe that any other kind of arguments
about anything else that they brought up in that amendment, that
proposed amendment, should cloud our thinking or should deflect
us from the gravity of that central proposition that they are making
which is that we should put the timing and, therefore, the reality,
the fact of our freedom, our independence, in the hands of the
Government of Guatemala. That is their central argument; that is
their position; it is a position which you will not be surprised to
hear, Mr Speaker, which is identical to the position held by the
Military Government of Cuatemala today; and & is a position that
they have held for many, many vears, Lt is, incidentally, also a
position held by their puppet party in the South of Belize, the
TsPeP. The T.P.P., the U,D.P. and the Government of Guatemala are
expressing exactly the same nocition on the question of the indepen-

watemala should decide when Belize

dence of Belize which is that =
should become independent.

JHOW, P.S.W, GOLDSON..ses
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vam, Mr Speaker, it is a

HON. P.S5.W.
point of order.
I must protest this gross sropresentation that the United
Nemocratic Party and the aevernaent of Guatemala eesoee WhEN We
call for the defence of this country that is against what

Cuatemala wantas hut we won't do what cuatemala wants,

MR SPEAKER: Both sides of the House will have a chance
to rebutt whatever i gaid by I -3 of Government side in this
debate when the debate iz heiun & up v the nover of the
amendment. As it im, that i3 now 2 noint of order.

oM, A. SHOMAH: Thank vou, Mr 3peaker.

I have sat, myself, around the negotiating table with

representatives of the Government of TJuatenala, I have read
records of negotiations that have occurred before theit. I have

read statements made both in the recent past and over the years
made by representatives, presidents, Foreign Ministers, Generals
of the Government of cuatemala, and their central position is
that Belize should not becone an independent country: indeed,
should not change its congtitutional status unless the Goverrnment
of Cuatemala agrees to GO 8O i a negotiated settlement with

the United Kingdoin. That is the cleax and public record of the

position of the Government Of

The position of the U.D.P. says that Belize should not
1

become independent unless and until the Govermment of Guateamala

agrees with the Government of the United Kingdom in a negotiated
sottlement, MNow, I am saying that the two positions are exactly
the same and if the Honourable Member for the Albert Division
doesn't like it, then he should try and got his Party to change
their position, becausa their present position is exactly the

same as that of the HMilitary Jovernment of Guatemala,

Opposition was in Hew York on the
s srtatement to the Fourth Committee

4

When the Leadex of
28 October this year, he g
of the United Wations, im 19¢0. =~ said@ what the Opposition
invites is a negotiated and coiEnon approach to comaon nroblems
such as security, econom! al Aevelopment and all fawcets
of human interactions = region and to mankind as
a whole. He was tell:s ions Tourth Committee
that what his Party want -~ and common approach
to problems of the securioi’ & 2 he was talking about
relations with Guatenaii. de i L necgotiate and to come to
a common approach on Our sxmsian srotlans Of ~ecurity, of economicC
development, of social develd e a very similar nogition that
is held by the T.P.P. and ey promulgate in their speeches
and in their newspapsrs. Bt we expect in such a
negotiation with the Gove: Jpatemala? How can we involve
i 4 the security of our country?
sn inncuage, the rat to mind the cheese?

ourselves in negotiatiydy Wi
How can we put, in the oo

How can we expect Guatemals to negotiate with us over ouxr own
security and that we are supposed LO e satisfied with that. But

worst than that, Mr Speaker, NoOw CAN We tell the world and tell
Cuatemala that we will not become..independent unless they reach

a settlement with England, and not at the same time tell them
that this gives them the power +o dictate their terms in that
settlement; because if we are saving that we will not move until
they reach agreement - agreement has to e reached by two parties,

and one of those parties is Guatemala. And so, Guatemala can
demand and insist on its Terms. and what are those terms? It

is not that we are ignorant of those terms; we know what those
terms are; they want lanis. the strategy of the Opposition is to

T
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allow Guatemala to dictat thos@ teraws And, therefore, to take
the lands that they so dc =2

We don't have to gues
them make public Jtat@nalt
with Guatemala: we have wa

s at this, Mr Speaker, e have heard
ge wm have been involved in negotiations
Ge the Opposition leaders aware of the
T
)

demands of Zfuatemala - their demands are land cess iony and we
have put a strong position of no land cession. But how can we
malntaln such a position if in the same hreath we say but we
won't do anything unloas you agreal to 2 settlement. e are
giving them the pow;r over our lives and still say, but please
don't take our lands that is an unrealistic and an unreasonable
position, Mr Speaker, . IL we are preparad to say we will not give
up our lands, and if we ars prepared tc zay we will not give up
our sovereignty, we will not allow Jumtbmalu to rule us in any ways
if we are prepared to say that, then we must also be prepared to
say as the House of ?epresentut ves said in the Resolution which
the Honourable Member for the Albert Divi sion referred to,

July 25, 1980, that we will g0 on to independence with or without
the agreement of Guatemala.

(applz‘:\_uﬁj;@_}

And, therefore, for ths ILeader of the Opposition to come
now after we have passed that slution, after we have been once
again to the United Nations, ¢ - we have gone through the
electoral process and Whelo the people of Belize have said, yes,
we want to be free: ves, Jani: to go ahead with the independence
of Belize; if after all of t. th2 Leader of the Opposition
can come to this House and su 3t once again that we should not
move on to independence until Suatemala agrees, is an act which
almost defies description, if I am to keep as I 11tenu to,
Mr Speaker, to the Parliamentary lancguage that is s expected of
Members in this House. i, therefore, leave it to your imagination,

Mr Speaker, one of the old tried tricks that has been used
by the Government of Guatemala o try to influence the people of
Belize in their re~actions to the unfounded and unjust claims
of that country has alwavs bzen to trv to instill fear in the people
of Belize. They have done thﬁ in many different wavs. mhey
have in their budget every vear a larze sum of money which is

specifically desicmated for use in their a;temptﬁ to tale over Belize,

and they use this monev, rot only on their side of the Border,

but also on our side of the Zorder; and one of the main purposes

of the use of these funds is to have ‘people and organizations help
them in their campaign to creats fear in the people of Belize for

their 1ndependence and freedo,

[}

(aprnlause)

What are we witnessing, Mr Sveaker, is more than one
organization springing up, and more will come up before the
independence of Bellzb iz achieved, and we must guard and beware,
look out for them and be pILOu 2d to fight them; springing up
and trying in different wavs to create fear in the people, the
fear of freedom that the T-‘or%m“ﬂﬂle Haomber for the Albert Division
seems to have. It is a fear of freedom. And they are trying
to create this fear in our people. Just another arm; the right
arm in Guatemala is trving to do one thing and the left arm in

Belize is trying to do exactly the same thlnq, both of them controllad

by the same head, which is the Hll;tarv Government of Guatemala,
which has a reauan and a purpose for stopping the independence
of Belize, and which is trving to do so by many ways, and one of

them is to create an unreasonable fear in our people,
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One of the things that one of the speakers on the other
side was talking about, today, was the ﬁuestion of security,
and they tell us that they h: gpnoken to some Parliamentarians
that came from the United Wingdowm, and that they were told that
British troops were to remain in Belize for two years, Mr Speaker,
lest there be any misunderstanding from any member of the public
that may be listening or may hear about this debate in the future,
let me may, categorically, that there is absolutely no such
agreement or statement Ly the British Governmment that would .
limit their staying in Belize For two years; no such gtatements
there is nothing, no agreement made between the British Government
and the Belizean Government which limits - and I am saying this
very explicitly, and I want it carafully recorded, "r Speaker,
there is no such agreement which iimits the presence of British
troops in Belize for two vears, 2o I u“nor;1dna it, the agreement
has not yet been reached; wois ¥ worked on and the principle
is that the United ”inwﬁﬂq : the regponsibility to
defend Belize in whatever gsary for as long as may be
necessarys that is how I i And, therefore, for the
Honourahle HMember to coas : nutative two vears,
this non-existent two years ¢ on the record, is very mis=-
leading and is part of ths ca uf fear which thev are, along
with the Guatemalan Govarns: =0 engender in our people.

g

the Government of Belize
vears to ¢reate a climate

ciimate which will see
secure conditions as possible,

Mr Speaker, when you conside:
has worked very hard over the lagt
in our country, to create
the birth of Belize in az safe a
when you consider that there way not be any other country that
has become independent i rece vears that has had so much
attention focussed on itz aecurity for so long a time before its
independence, that is so cushioned, that is watched over so
jealouslyi and so carefully by countries that are our friends in
the United Nations by the United Kingdom which has a responsibility
for our foreign affairs and our defence, and when you consider that
Belize is going to itz independence perhaps with more protection
than any other country has done in recent history, then you begin
to wonder why is it that certain dembers bring up this false fear
about our security only to serve the purpose of delaying,
1ndef1n1tely, the independence oif Belize And you begin to wonder
why is it! that they are so doing and so wervinq the interest of
the very Government that claims our territory and wants to dominate
our people. It makes us verv, verv suspicious, indeed, Mr Speaker.,
But I believe that as many h\u Nombers - well, T know as many
other Members have stated hefore, that those voices rupre;ent
a minority in our countrv, It was proven in the elections in
November, (197935 it was in in the el=ctions in Belize
City in December, 1930 when 7 : an issue of the independence
of Belize; they made an iszasu aunigras - they had bhig placards
at every voting station zavis Against Compauniso and
Independence; Vote for Refere Anc the people rejected
them by the biggest majoriﬁy in s Lny partyv has ever bheen
defeated in the Belizes City Zou: ionse  they were
thoroughly thrown out, thrashed hrashed by the voters of
Belize City. So, if you beliave rupuganda, if HMembers
on the other side helieve their own provaganda, then they would
hide their faces in shame Defore oc ng back and repeating the
same things here in this Honourabh ﬁc. But what gives us
confidence, what gives us hopsa, ? ker, is this. It will
not have escaped vour attsntion that among our good visitors in
the Gallery, today, are many vound people, young people who,

I believe, want to see men men representing their country,
who are prepared, couragecusly, to take a stand and to move their
country forward to the freoedowm and the independence that has been
denied us for so long. And I bbLmLV that those young people

can be heartened to know - thaore iz 2 majority of men and
women who lare able and wiiling to stand fima, to stand strong, and
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i have said it over and over arain, an

to say we want to be free and we shall e free.

(applause)

HON. T. ARAIDA ( Lp%nsf of the Opposition ): Mr Speaker,
we have heard quite a lot about the amendment proposed by us,
except for the fact that tko content and the spirit of the amendment

seemed to have been missed completely. I have heard a lot of
harangues; I have heard a lot of ..... (ALt UptionS) . e ww'sw
I said 'harangues'. I have hzard a lot of statements about

independence when that was not the snirit of my amendment. The
spirit of my amendment ars the things that we need to do before
" moving into independence, and the things that we need to do and the
things that we need to watch out for, so that woe can protect Belize
‘the best possible way. That was the spirit of my amendment.
What I said, in essence, 3 :fore we do what the Motion came
out with, that is to move toward: & b
what I said is that there are ruibe 2 8 w% 3s that we need to
look at first, agree on, work mw;, =7Oore we et to that point.
Nobody said anything about rajecting ’-..ﬂﬁ*ﬂencu Wone, e
awake it clear now: the
@i/ but because it wants
cthat we can beé independent
rituzls of independence

United Democratic Party wants ind
independence, it wants a secure
and safe after the political part

come out. We don't want to be an Eaast Timor, a country which when
it was celebrating its 1nd&pc1a@aca it was grabbed up and taken

over by another nation,

Vietnam fought a war for fourteen years, and after those

# long years of war and malnqu o people, destruction; we end up
with one single Vietnam, ¥e don't want that for Belize., That's
what this country, and that's what we, the Opposition, are asking
for; the people of Belize are asking of thelr Government, the
sense and the responsibilitv to negotizte and to take the appropriate
step of defence and securlrv for the pneopile. And that's what we
are talking about.

I heard one man say - a Member, sorry — a Member say about
the case of Mexico and Costa Rica. Yes, duite true Mexico and
Costa Rica do not have powerful defences, but neither do they
have any country that claims their territory. The only significant
situation here in Belize is that Belize, itself, is threatened:
therefore, we need extra precaution so that we are certain we can
survive,

I have also heard ,again,another Member say that we are working
- on the basis of fear. Nhat I woulé like to say to that iz this:
there is a |difference between courage and foolhardiness: rushing
into trouble~ rushing into problem is not courage: bheing careful
of trouble is not cowardice; let us not confuse caution and sense
‘with cowardice.

I also hear another lember szay that we, the Opposition
Members, are arguing along with S3uatenala. Hhat my anendment said,
and I can go back to it right now, is that Britnin settles Her
dispute with Guatemala; we are not asking Guatemala to do anything
for us; we are not asking Guatemals to settle her dispute with
England;. we are asking England, the Nation that has Belize as a
-gglony, the Nation that has regponsibllity for Belize: we are asking

;}
at Nation to settle its .problem with Guatemala. We are not in
any way, shape or form, going to Cuatemala or asking Guatemala or

| siding with Guatemala on any izsucs we are asking for our, the

| Belizean, security and that's w*at wae are working orn. So, the

| :stress by the Member for Cayo i on wuatemala becomes gratuitous
- rand false.
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the Belizeans, should sse and

In 1961, the issue of defence for Belize was brought into

the House. And at that time the statement made to the people of
Belize was that Belize was surroundac by friendly nations, and that
we did not need any defence, From the way the trend of conversation
goes on, today, that same thing is coming at us again. Let us not
be afraid of Guatemalay let us not be afraid of thise¢ let us not

be afraid of that; in other words, rush into it and get your head
cut ofL.

We, Mr Speaker, have ztood on that and we stand on that:
that Belize deserves the hest and the greatest security because we,
look after it.

1
The other spealker too, the Hebher for Collat, indicated
that some papers were sent to - saving, in the least, when
those papers were sent. He w qive the impression that I
was consulted, that I was spole - ahead. of time, so-to-speak.
The papers got to me, Mr Swneaker, s, the ¥hite Paper got to
me yesterday. So, what I say hev: K is: that whatever reaction
I, personally, have to anything that is put in front of me is my
personal reaction, the way I see it and T have the freedom to react
to things the way I see fit. &And I want that understood.

responsibility of responzilble
we see it fit. Therefore, ag
situation as Belizeans see it -
it i

It is the responsibility 2% 2 : it is the
o to react to things the way
: to the

& about, again, was that England

has not put, so-to-speak, 2 1imit on the defence that it

might give us. When we brought up that same issue to the
parliamentarians, they told us that nobody would helieve that Britain
is going to give a limitless and 2 timeless guarantee. So that

this so-called campaign of fear is nothing but something of a
smoke-screen that is to deceive Belizeans into comfort.

Another statement that oo

And one thing I would like to say to the people of Belize:
the worst thing that can happen to a Nation is to feel safe when
it is not. @ Belizeans must not be made Lo feel safe by the Govern-
ment or the People's United Party, because the people of Belize
are not safe. Leave those people to decide for themselves, and
let them be the ones to know which way to go.

Again, I have heard it said over and over again, as if the
voice of minority was a voice of error. Throughout history that
has proved itself to be wrongs; minority is not necessarily wrong.

'We had people like Ballileo, Copernizus, Sinst=in, ~reat brains,

standing all alone against the world to change the wind of the world
about issues and they were and are right as we proved afterwards.
And it would Y2 very bad for 2elize L0 prove itself wrong after

it has moved into independence hecause independence 13 irretractable.
Once you are independent, whether ou £ind the error there or not,

it will not help vou: you are there and you will have to sink or
swim. And in this case, the concern of the United Democratic

Party is that Belize not sink.

Finally, Mr Spezker, Belize has been hurt. Over the past
seventeen years when we have besn under internal self-government,

the things 'that I am asking for as the pre~-requisites for
independence should have Dbeen done. They have not been done up

to now and we are still being askad to trust the very people that

did not do their job when it was rheir turn to do it. Belize has
been hurt enough and Belizes has been jeopardized enough: to
jeopardize it any further, Mr Spoake is nothing short of a criminal
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act, Belize needs safety., Don't take it awav from it, Increase,
augment, multiply that safety, Don't divide it. So I ask, again,

- that in spite of the fact that our Motlon ha been given the ugly

- terms that it has been given, it is 2 ¥otion which is intended to

. guarantee a security for Relize 50 Bali car e aafe, We
insist that England solvc her own problem and not dump it on Belize
because Belize will not be able to <deal with that problem.

Again, I say that before Bolize moves into independence that
the people of Belize e the ones : Je zhatt the electoral
system control be fair and i causa at This moment, it
still is not, and th:vL 31 1eaJL1qu1 dafance for
®itself by land, sea and Relize ig 3 :mundent
~there is, in fact a s SULViva, T don't know
in what sense 1:1'105'> res cotations are in any way,
shape or form, short oi ling of »eople that are
interested in the welfare of 1ni the welfazre and the
good of the country. ol shape or form, in which
those requests can be con TLeay qvk been condemned in this
House of Assembly today, 2t times whether it is the
interest of Belize that rules wnot, or the interest of a party
in substltutlon and in of a dovernment., I wonder at
times,

So, Mr Speaker, all ~ I hmave heard about the amendment
that I have proposed have been sowme of the most spurious argument
that I can ever imagine, and it scems to come from all over and
all around the Government side, You cannot e concerned about
Belize without being someone <¢lse other than patriotic. The con-
cern of the United Democratic Party is the safety and the security
of Belize. -

Thank you, Mr Speaker,

MR SPEAKER: Honourahle Members, the Question is that the

House of Representatives:
% Noting that some significant questions need to bhe dealt
I with prior to raising the guestion of independence for Belize;

Recognizing that Britain must solve her dispute with
Guatemala peacefully hefore raising the question of independence
for Belize;

Recognizing furth&v that the people of Belize ba given an
: opportunity to express their wish through an impartially organized
°~3q§and impartially superv1suu roefcrenduwn on the questlon of independence
] for Belize-

Seeing that a reform whereby the electoral system and i
Radio Belize be controlled hv a fair and impartial bodys e
i
Knowing that Belizz should he prepared for a meaningful
participation in her own defence by lond, sea and aire

Knowing further that Beliz.e bhe assisted in establishing
adequate defence arrangement for post-independent Belize:

Declares that the abDVL~WduLlDﬁ@ﬂ priorities be referred
to a Joint Select Committee comprising six Monbers of the House

of Representatives and three Members of the Scnate to bhe appointed
after an agreement betweon the Leader of the House and -the Leader
of the Opposition to achiecve a representation on the Joint Select
Committee proportional to the support each rarty showed in the
-last General Elections
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And further declares ithat the Joint Select Committeco

'proceed thereafter to consider the "hite Paper on the Constitution
for the Independent Balizes

And directs the Joiat Select Committee to canvass the
opinions of the Belizean people before presenting its f£inal report
to the MNational Assemblv, '

Those in favour of tha botion,

: say aye;  those
against, kindly say no. I thin’ tha

% .
AE i e s

I will now put the Resolution.

"Honourable Members, the Juestiosn is that the House of
Representatives ......

HON. G. PRICE: I was going to speak on the Motion.
MR SPEAKER: I am SOrry. o ahead, Hr Praaler.

HON. G, PRICE ( Premier and Hinlste
Motionu oo e -I-

HON, P.S.W. GCLDSCIN A . er, hefore the Honourable
Premier speaks on the Motion - ag he is the mover of the Motion,
. I know he has the right to wind it up - I was wondering if I

# could have a few words on the Motion itself before the Honourable
~ Premier speaks. Very briefly.

MR SPEAKER: You spoke once already,

HON. P.S.W, GOLDSCHN: I know, iMr Speaker, but I submit mest
respectfully my right to speak on the substantive Motion, I will
be very brief because I know we had a long debate and I don't want
to prolong it, but I think it's my right to speak on the substantive
Motion before its put to the vote,

£3
i

‘MR SPEAKER: The Pramier ha
debate and I don't think it's possil

'LJ

alr@aﬁy risen to finalize the
Lz For anvbody else t0 ceess

HON.?P.S.W. GOLDSON: But it's on the amendment, Mr Speaker,
that I spoke.

MR SQEAKER: The amendment has alrcady been put and defeated,
HON. P.S.W.GOLDSON: I ut what I'm saying is
on the amendment. I am

entltled to speak on thb uuqua hive potion itself before it is
put to the vote.

MR SPEAKER: Very weall, o ahead.

HON. P.S.W. GOLDSOHN ( Albert Y= I'm most grateful to you,
Mr Speaker, because I know we have tried your patience,

Mr Speaker, it is very important, I think, that the Mecmbers
in this House can see thz reasonable request of the Opposition.,
Even though they may pass this Motion today, because they have
the majority to do it, I would urge upon them the thought that this
is the seconﬁ time in twenty years that they have rejected a pro-

posal from the Opposition regarding the defence of Belize. The




first time they claimed that tThere was no need for any such defence
because Belize is surrounded byv friendly nelghbours. Iow, in
substance, they are saying the same thing, and I would like to
point out to them that they & runaning A verv dangerous course

for this country if they pers

rhat line. I would also like
to remind them that it's 1
:iple of referendum was |

naszed by them. They, themselves, 4
passed the resolution saying that in cass of 2 Guatemalan settle- ¥
ment they would put it to a referendun to the people. Wow, they 5
are saying that referendum ig zgainst the .....

woint of oxder. we are debating

e .- . [ s P . -
wmittac, not defencoe,

HON, | F, H. HUNTER: o
the selection of a House 327

MR SPEAKER: 1
quite in order. You
of this Motion to

Minister of Works is i
roemarks to the reference

vour

HOW, P. GOLDSON: Yes, ur Speaker. ‘

im relation to the Select Committee
that since the Honourali rs on the other side have
absolutely refused to hae genuine and logitimate concern

of the Opposition, thev cannoil aupect ug to go along with them ;
just to lend colour to ma pecnie elieve that all that is

necessary regarding indevendonce is to have a committee consulting
them about a Constitution, ‘That, Mr Speaker, I submit is
important, but it is not the ozt important matter in this whole
situation; | and for that reascrn, it is regrettable on the part

of the Opposition, that the two parties have not been able to f
come to any agreement this evening on this matter. I go further,
that the ruling party will not Jjust throw their woeight around

on the basis of numbers and will considor carefully the concern
of the Opposition: and even though they have not been able to
meet it, today, that they reconsider the position as far as the
future is concerned and that, in addition to the Constitution

we should deal with the other important matter which concerns the
people of this country. Once they agree to that, I'm certain
that they and the Opposition can find common ground,

I would say, Mr Sp:

]
3

HON. G, PRICE ( Pramier and Minister of Finance ): Mr Speaker,
in the circumstances and in the onward march of history, the
best interests of Belize demand that the people and Government
go forward to carry out the prenaration for a secure and safe
$ independence of Belize with 21l its territory intact. This
preparation, as the #Motion desaribes, would involve the setting
up of a Joint Select Comnititee which will consult with the people

of Belize, gather their visws and return to the House. That is
the Motion bhefore us. To delay or o noztpone the independence

of Belize secure with all its territory, with the argument that
we must first carry out ox that we must first have a settlement
of the Anglo-Guatemalan dispute is a policy that in the end leads
to land cession. We cannot repeat this too often because in all
these years, seventeen years of negotiations, it has become clear
that the only condition, the only way Guantomala will settle its
dispute with the United Ringlom is for Belize to give up land.
Those, who say in one breath that they are against land cession,
and in the next breath they say postpone the independence of !
Belize until the Anglo-Guatemalan disputa iz settled, are trapped %
in a destructive contradiction, Therefors, Lok us move onward b
to a secure! and safie independence with 23ll its territory intact l
because there will be a security arrangement.,

<
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MR SPEAKER: -Honouralls will now put the Motion.

Honourable Members, ﬁhﬁ
That the House of Ro doresentatives

Noting the Govermment *hite Paper on the Proposed Terms ;
of a Constitution for the Indepcendent Belize laid on the ‘
Table of this Honoural:ls House today:

Recognising thea lmﬁmmlﬂuhj of 80 basic and fundamental
a document to the lives of all Belizcans and tha society
in which they shall liva:

Intending that the i : % moly shall offer full
opportunity for all Balizaans :ely to expresg their
w1shes upon the Constitutiocnal proposals f the Governments

the Froposad Terms of a !
Constltutlon for LL“ In et Hb1=7ﬁ shall e referred

six Maabers of ;
wam%srb of the Senate j
ding Crders by

ranla ”rggjgent ;
, exaqination and report: !

the House of Reﬁru artn
to be appointed in accors
the Honourable Spezai

respectively, for

And directs the Joint Szlaect
opinions of the Belizenn peipl
final report to tho Wation:

omalttee to canvass the
2 before presenting its
vasanbly, "

All those in favour, kindly say aye: those against, kindly
say no. I think the avcs have it,

I now, therefore, nominate the Honourable S.W., Musa, Attorney
General and Minister of Zducation and Sports; the Honourable
F.H. Hunter, Minister of Works: the Honourable F.J. Marin, Minister
of Natural Resources: the Honﬂurnblc V.H, Courtenay, Minister of
State; the Honourable bLr., T, Aranda, Leader of the Oppositions
the Honourable Curl Thompson, Manber of the He quOtamla Division, |
to be the Members of the Joint Select Committee, and in accordance {
with Standlng Order, direct that the first meeting of the Committee
be held immediately after the Sitting of the Senate on Tuesday,
3rd February, 1981. The threc Mdfboru from the Senate will be
nominated by the Senate in due course

HON. T. ARANDA (Leader of the Opposgition): I would just
like it recorded that I decline the nomination.

IIT BILLS FOR SHCOND READITHG

1. Dangerous Drucs (fmendment) 8111, 1931

i HON. A. SHOMAN ( Miniutor of Qealth, Housing and Co-operatives):
1 I Hlde to move the Sceond Reading of a 11 for an Ordinance to

amend the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, Fhaptev 85 of the Laws of

1  Belize, ‘ :

To put it in a nutshell, My 3peaker, what this amendment
seeks to do is to tighten up Lhe provisions for the control and !
the abuse;of dangerous drugs in Relizea, It dees so by giving a f
- more comprehensive definition »f thoe drugs that are considered

| FERR GCT N E G s




dangerous and adding to the .+ of thosce drugs in the light

of the experience that we has had since the last time that the
Ordinance was amended. i aoek to dAncrease; substantially,
the fines and the sentances imposcd OnR conviction for the use and
illicit sale of dangerﬂwa drugs irn the country and we provide for
the mandatory disposal of any vehicle, veseel or aircraft seized
by the police, such vessel having hecn used in the commission of
an offence under the JﬂﬂJPrOUM o Ordinance. We allow for the
early disposal of large substances that have been
seized by the police. BSometimes the seize a large supply of
dangerous. drugs and then 1r1-"' lm it until the time
of the trial which can be 3cve e e aillow in this
amendment for the destructiu' that and the retaining
of a sample which can be use. the court. We pro-
vide the police with power of capect to any vessel,
vehicle or aircraft mhLCﬁ 1 T 8 parpier of dugs

and we allow on conviction & 1w mandatory seizure of such a
vessel or aircraft.

Generally, we 2re ol R I
dangerous drugs and I believe
Members of the Housc.

relating to
nport of all

I, therefore, move 1ts Sacondl

MR SPEAKER: Honourabis iMombers, the Question is that a
Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance
Chapter 85 of the Laws of pelize, be read a Second Time.

All those in favour, kindly say aye; those against, kindly
gay no. I think the ayes have it.

Bill accordingly read o Second Time and, pursuant to
Standing Orders, coumitted to a Comnittee of the Whole House.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mambers, the House will now resolve
itself into a Committee of tne WthL House to consider the Bill
whic h has been read a Secocad Time,.

MR SPEAKER left the Chair.

v COMMITTEE OF 'fHI WHOLE HOUSE Ou BILLS

e OR y o PR e e I
,/ o551 vhae Lopial Joee /

The Deputy 5z in the Chair.

iz Dangerous DXugs (smendment) Bill, 1981

Clauses 1 tn 10 agreed to.

MR”SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

Bill to he reporxte? back to the House without amendment.




(r4)

g Dangerous Druds (Amendment) Bill, 1981

HON. A. SHOMAW ( Ministor of Health, Housing and Co-operatives)
Mr Speaker, I rise to report that the Committee of the "hole

House has considered the Bill for an Ordinance to amend the
Dangerous Drugs Ordinance Chapter &5 of the Laws of Belize, clause
by clause, and has agreed to report it back to th" House without
amendment and I, therefore, move the Thirad of the Bill,

MR SPEAKER: Honoural
Bill for an Crdinance to e
Chapter 85 of the Lawg of Bu!

2 - By - - P
lize, mg‘red.

o

'rgbgrs, th@ Ouestion iz tha
s Drugs Orlinance
Thiri Time.

ol

All those in favour, kind
say no. I think the ayes hayv

sar ayes  those against, kindly

Bill accordingly read a Third Time.

B. Private Maombers Business

T MOTICHS

1. ' Adoption of Report of Special Select Committee on the
Iglesia Universal Cristiana (Belize)Bill, 1980

HON. V. CASTILLO ( Corozal North ): Mr Speaker, I move that
the House adopts the report of the Special Salect Committee appoint-

ed to consider and report on the Iglesia Universal Cristiana (Belize)

Bill, 1980,

MR SPEAKER:3 Honourahle M
House adopts the report of the Spe
to consider and report on the !
Bill, 1980.

is that the
¢ appointed
imna (Belize)

Tnivaorsal

All those in fiwour, kinlly sayv aye; those against, kindly

say no. I think the ayes have it,
2. Adoption of Report oF Soalect Committee on the
i Belize BEvancaslical i Crurch Bill, 1980

HON. | V. CASTILLO (&0
the House adoptu the report o
appointed to consider and repi:
Church Bill, 1980.

I move that
ooial e 1o”t ﬂJﬂﬁlttL
ne Belize BEvangelical lMennonite

MR SPEAKER: Honourabls Mambers, the Question is that the
House adopts the report of tha Special Select Committee appointed
to consider and report on the Belize¢ Bvangelical Mennonite Church
Bill; 1980¢

All those in favour, kindly say aye:; those against, kindly
say no. I think the ayes have it. ‘

/3ooca=
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3 Adoption of v of Special Select Committee on

s L =
the How Apostilic church (Belize) Bill, 1980

HON, P.S.W. GOLI s
the report of the Special e
and report on the Wew Apostolic

I move that the House adopts
Lynmittec appointed to consider
wreh (Belize) Bill, 19320.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Meubers, the Ousction is that this
House adopts the report of the secial Select Committes appointed
to consider and report on the M Apostolic Church (RBelize)

Rill, 1980.

All those in favour, kindly say 1ayesd those against, kindly
say No. I think the ayes have it,
IT THIRD READING OF PRIVATH BILLS

HON. V. CASTILLO (Corczal Worth): I move that the Bill for
an Ordinance to provide for the incorporation of the Iglesia
Universal Cristiana (Belize) be read 2 Third Tifme.

MR SPEAXKER: Honournble Members, fhe Ouestion is that a Bill
for an Ordinance to provide for tho incorporation of the Iglesia
Universal Cristiana (Beliza) be read 2 Third Time.

All those in favour, kindly say aye; those against, kindly
say no. I think the aves have it.

Bill accordingly read & Third Time.

HON. V. CASTILLO ( Corozal Horth ): Mr Speaker, I move

that the Bill for an Ordinance O provide £or the incorporation
of the Belize Evangelical viennonit: Ohurch be read a Third Time.

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Mawbers, the Question iz that a Bill
for an Ordinance to provide for the incorporation of the Belize
Evangelical Mennonite Church b redd o fhird Tims.

aye: thosc against, kindly

Bill accordingly read a Third Tine.

HON. C. THOMPSON ( on Huhd
I move that the Bill for an Crdin
incorporation of the New Apost:
Time. P :

1f of the HMember for Albert ):
$tal

MR SPEAKER: Honourable Members, the Ouestion is that a
8ill for an Ordinance to provide for the incorporation of the

New Apostolic Church (Belize) be read a Third Time.

All those in faveur, kindly say aye; those against, kindly
say noe. I think the ayes have it.

Bill accordinglv read 3 Third Time.




ADJYOURIE

TEWT

HON. G. PRICE ( Premicyr and 3 i move
that the House dO now adjourn i y Dok b fized by the Speakers

rhe Houss nowW stands

MR SPEAKER: HOnour: -
spenkela

adjourn to 2 date to be Li¥=w

adjourned at 5:00 potle
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