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'MR. PRESIDENT in the Chair.
iPRAYERs read by Mr. President.
BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FSENATOR C.L.B. ROGERS ( Minister of Home Affairs ):
Mr. President, I rise to signify my willingness to take
charge of a Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Dangerous
Drugs Ordinance, Chapter 85 of the Iaws of Belize.

I also rise to signify my willingness tg.take cha?ge
of a Bill for an Ordinance to provide for the incorporation
of the Iglesia Universal Cristiana (Belize).

| X gignify my willingnese alse to bake charge of o
Bill for an Ordinance %to provide for the incorporation of
the Belize Evangelical Mennonite Church.

?I signify my willingness to take charge of a Bill for
an Ordinance to provide for the incorporation of the New

Apostolic Church (Belize).

'MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senators, the Question is
tha+t the Billg be taken through all their stages forthwith.

€All those in favour, kindly say ayes those against,
kindly say no. I think the ayes have it.

?SENATQR C.L.B. ROGERS ( Minister of Home Affalrs )
Mr. Precident, I rise to lav on the Table, Sessional Paggr
No. 15/1/l - Belize City (Rates)(Amendment) By-Iaws, 1980.

would also like to lay on the
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I rise to lay on the Table, Sessional Paper No,

17/1/4 - Social Security (Collection of Contributions)

Regulations, 1980.
ske to lay on the Table, Sessional

T 'would also 1
rity (Claims and Payments)

Paper No. 18/1/4 - gocial Secu
Regulations, 1980.
geasional Paper No. 19/1/b -

Also, to lay on the Table,
1380.

social Security (Benefit) Regulations,

i rige to lay on the Table, also, Mr. President,
Sessional Paper No. 20/1/4 - Social Security (Determination

of Claims and Questions) Regulations, 1980.

gessional Paper No. 21/1/l% -

hlso. to lay on the Table,
) Regulations, 1980,

Social ﬁecurity (Insurance Stamps

And to lay on the Table, Sesgional Paper No. 22/1/b -
SocialéSecurity (Contributions) Regulations, 1980.

Ycssional Paper No. 23/1/4 -

And to lay on the Table,
Accounting) Regulations, 1980,

Secial Security (Financial and

‘Also, to lay on the Table, Sessional Paper No. 2h/1/h -
Social Security (clagsification) Regulations, 1980.
o Table, Sessional Paper No. 25/1/4 -

'To lay on th
contributors and Persons Abroad)

Social Security (Voluntary.
Regulations, 1980.

%

 And to lay on the Table, also. acagional Paper No.
26/1/42« White Paper - Proposed Terms of & Constitution for
the In@ependent Beliza.

| MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable senators, those Papers
are ordered to lie on the Table.

MOTiONS REIATING TO THE BUSINESS OR STTTINGS OF THE SENATE

Home Affairs )

. QENATOR C,L.B. ROGERS ( Minister of
this Senate

Mr . President, I move that at its rising todays
adjourns to a date to be fixed by the President.
the Question is

" MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senatorss
to a date to

that ét {ts rising today, the senate adjourns
be fixed by the President.

- 211 those in favour, kindly say ayes those against,

kindly say no. I think the ayes have it.
| PUBLIC BUSINESS

A, Government Business

? MOTTONS

1. Loan to the Govermment_of Belilzg - Caribbean
Development Banik ‘

SENATOR C.T.B. ROGERS ( Minister of Home Affairs )t
Mr. President, 1 rise to move the Motion standing under mny
name -
' rovisions of Section 3
) Qrdinances
in such

MIHRREAS under the P
of the loang (Caribbean Development Bank
1971 (No. 26 of 1971) the Covernment may,

s
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manner and on such terms and subject to such
conditions as may be agreed between the Government
and the Bank from time to time borrow such sums

ag may be required b¥ the Covernment.

AND WHEREAS the Caribbean Develonment Bank
has now agreed to lend the additional sum of U.S.
45,000,000 (United States dollars five million) to
the Govermment for *the purpose of financing the
expansion programme of the Belize Electricity Systen
in the Belize City/Iadyville ares. - :

BE IT RESOLVED that this Senate approves.a
loan of US$2,500,000 from the Bank's Special Funds
Resources and U.S. %2,500,000 from the Bank's Ordinary
Capital Resources to the Goverrment for the purpose
stated above on Caribbean Development Bank's standard
terms and conditions and on the" teras and conditions
stated in the Motion.

T signify the Govarnor's recommendation.

SENATOR M. BSAUIVEL: Mr. President, the Opposition
realizes that there is great need for this Motion to be
pagsed, given the sorry state of affairs of electricity in
the Belize City area., However, I feel that it is euphemistic,
Mr. President, to call it an expansion programme, because in
reality what it is is a correction programme for faults which
have developed from the wvery Ttception of the Tadyville power
atation. That power statlon and the transmission complex
that goes with it is not yet ten years old.

The Belize Blectricity Board has borrowed and spent
gsomething in the neighbourhood of 430 million for the
construction of the Iadyville plant, for the transmission of
electricity from Iadyville to Belize Citys and after this
expenditure, we learn, less than Ten years later, that the
whole system is inadequate, that +he entire transmission system
has to be taken down and replaced because the wiring was not
adequate for the load; that the plants which were put in at
ladyville are breaking down and non-functionnl, so that we now
need to buy two new plants.

We find it a difficult pill to swallow that the people
of this country - and it is they and no one clse who will have
to pay back this money - have heon acked to nay $30 million
and have nothing to show for it: =0 thet, today, we are
agking them to pay another ten. Mr. Pregident, in interest
charges alone this will amount %o cver 53 million a year out
of the taxpayers' pockets. And no tarvaver minds paying taxes
when he knows that his tazes arc belna used for his benefits,
and where he can see Drogress and nenefit arising from the
expenditure of his money. Buv when he must suffer blackouts,
night after night: weeck azfter week; month after month; year
after year, since 1974, Mr. President, and gtill he is being
asked to come up with 430 million in the first instance, and
now another $10 million in the hope of correcting the situation,
it is not surprising if hc becomes fruatrated and bitter.

I would have thought that somewherc along the line,
a Commission of Enguiry should have been appointed to
discover just what it is that is soing onj; we cannot keep
paying and paying and paying and not seeing the results.

LI’/TO tellme-:---au.--.-
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To tell me that the +ranzmicsion system from
Tadyville to Belize City is irg.dequate 2 fow short years after
its installation, Mr. Presiden’t, is really a frustrating thing,
and T think the people who are expected to pay for this have
a right to find out why has th is taken place. What has gone
on? Because it is certainly not in the normal course of
cvents that these things shoul d take place. Our people
are asked to suffer - pProgress brings problemss we don't
mind that, Mr. President,'but:*ll we can see are the
problems and very 1ittle progress. And T think this House
and the National Agsembly and the Goverrment owe it to the
people of this country %o come clean and let them know just
what ig the situation, because something which has not
been mentioned in the terms 28 sot out in the Order Paper,
ig, as I understand it, the fact that slectricity rates

would have to be raiged in order to pay this money because
the Board is broke, it is makine a loss; the Government

has waived the payment of interest for the past several
years, and as T mentioned earlicr, the interest now would
seem to be in excess of 43 million a year, the interest alone.
This, I believe; is at least 25% of the Boards total revenue
which might not be so bad if it were making a profit, but
since it is making a loss, it should be obvious to anyone

that no bank is going to lend 2 losing proposition money.

And T think we have a right to know what is it going to

cost, in addition to our taxes, on our light bill, in order
%o replace this money. -

i

Thank you, Mr. President.

; YENATOR G. RAMOS: DMr. President, I rise to
support the Motion presented by the Minister responsible
for CGovernment Business in the Senate. It is evident that
over the past ten years there has been tremondous expansion
in the Bellze City and Iadyville areas, and with this
expansion it is necessary +o increase the supply of
electricity. Congequently, I sce nothing wrong in getting
a loan to expand electricity in Belize City.

% SENATOR C.L.B. ROCERS ( Minister of Home Affairs ):
Mr. President, we have listened %o the noble Senator on the
other side and would like 1o correct some of the misleading
impressions of atatement that the Serator made .

The fact ig, Membors of %the Senate, Hr.
President, that the Belize City system isg mnow covering
a wider area: the total community of Tadyville, all the way
£§ Burrel Boom, Yyou ccm rack down to the communities, back
into Belize City, &o over rha Belecan Bridge, you get back on
the Western Highway, and the GCovermment has clectrified the
whole place going to dnttieville. The systen ig responsible
for that wide area: Burrcll Boom, Hattieville, New Hattiewille,
Belize Citys and if tne transfer of these technologies when
they gend their machiner over, We reocalled, we have seen that
the manufacturcr is to nlame. Some of them cause a lot of
accident: defective, difficult to even got your warranty
guarantee on it. As I understand it, and T am not pretending
to know the technical parts of it, that the plant came to
Belizé with a defect which showed up in it some time afters
our people still have to learn the technology to maintain
these equipment properly, particularly the sophisticated
equipment. A revolution has been golng on in the production
of energy for clectricity. After 1973 when +the steep increase
in the petroleum and the diegel for the production for our
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energy here, something happened; it happened with the wvery
fuel that was being used and the increasae in rates are not
linked to the revolution of th metor itself, it is a growing
and rising cost. Every time vou hear about the rise in
petroleum and in the products from petroleum. You can imagine
when you hear that a barrel ig raiged by 92, 1t is bound to

go up at the pumps. 30 the Senator hedges his bet quite
cannily to say that there would be a rise, not for the

purpose of the loan; $f there is, it is not for the

purpose of the loan, i+ iz because of the increase in
petroleum products. Bocause the maintenance that has to £o
with these things calls for shedding: they must shed thelr
load in order for thz motor to cool so that they can get into
the motor. :

‘ T understand there is 2 bolt that walks back all
the time and they have to set to it, stop it and to put on
the correct nut to bring it back - purc and gsimple.

: To pretend otherwise that this country has not
made great leaps forward in the field of clectrifying the

s

country, is to ignore the facts.

Again, in this system from Belmopan all the
way to the border, to give the people in the rural areas
clectricity, that is the objoct of this, and to expand the -
what we are concerned with with this Motion is to get this
money to expand that very systems that is the population
continues to grow, thcore are now housing areas, there are
new industries that demand ever increasing production of
energy

; T commend the passage of this Motion in order
to continue the prosress and to correct what is wrong with
the electricity system.

_ MR. PRESINENT: Honourable Senators, the Question
ig - BE IT RESOLVED that tnis Senate approves a loan of
usd2 , 500,000 from the Bank's Special Funds Resources and
U.S.%$2,500,000 from the pank's Ordinary Capital Resources
to the Govermment for the purpose stated above on Caribbean

Development Bank's standard terms and conditions and on the
terms and conditions as set out in the Order Paper.,

| All those in favour, kindly soy ayes those
against, kindly say no. T think the aves have 1t.

2. White Paper on the Propoged Terms of 28
Constitution for the Tndependent Belize

L

SENATOR ©.L.B. ROGFRS ( Midister of Home Affairs )
Mr. President, Members of the Senate, earlier I laid on the
Table of this Honourable Senate 2 White Paper containing
Goverrment's proposal for the new Conatitution of Belize
on our attainment of independence.

. Memhrs of the Senate, it is the intention
of the Government of Belize to agree with the Government
of the United Kingdom within the next few weeks a date
for a Constitutional Conference. This Conference will
prepare for the independence of Belize to take place
hefore the end of this year. ~

6/The Belize delogationes.see...
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The Belilze delegation to this Conference will
include members from both the Government and the Opposition.
This is the will of the majority of our Relizetn poople Who

have given the People's United Party the mandate to lead -
Belize to a safe and secure ilndependence with all our L

f'# territory. The attaimment of cur goal of independence

5 also has the backing of the international community. Members
will recall that only a few mornths ago the United Nations

by a vote of one hundred and thirty-nine to none against IS
declared that Belize should become an indopendent nation . b
before the conclusion of the next Session of the General 13
i Assembly and called upon the United Kingdom to convene a b
i Constitutional Conference to prepare for the independence i
of Belize. This positlon was cndorsed a few weeks later

by the General Assembly of the Organization of American
States.| The independence of Belize will be 2o safe and
gecure independence. The United Kingdom Government nas
aggured the Government of Belize that it will see us sfely
through independence. The det2ils of the defence arrange-
ments will be more clearly defined and finalised between

the two Goverrments and skall be made known to the people in .
ample time. B

The White Paper now before this Honourable
Senate contains an outline of Government’s proposals for
the Constitution of the Indcpendent Nation of Belize. There
were many approaches awvailable to Govermment. Coverrment
could have awaited proposals from the people and used these
to form the basis of the constitution without any guidance
from Government. This, however, would not have been the
most helpful approach and would have boen tantamount to the
abdication of Covermment's responsibility and duty to lead the
people.! Govermment, therefore, elected to put forward its
views to the people.

| The Constitution of Relize is a Constitutlon
for all the people of Belize. If it 1s to work effectively,
it must win as wide acceptance as possible. It is, therefore,
the hope of the Government that the people of Belize will feel
duty free to comment on these proposals and to add their
own views. I am sure that all responsible citizens, groups
and organizations will recognize the Importance of this
document and make every cffort to come forward with their
own views.

; T propose later on to move the Motion to create
a machinery to make this possible.

; Mr. President, no one can accuse us of rushing
into independence since we have been negotiating for
nineteen years and working a difficult constitution for
seventeen years of self-sovernment. This constitution

gave more responsibility than authority to the people's
govermment; but the unusually long period between self-
govermment and independence has familiarised us with a
Parliamentary system of Government which we have learn

to use. Government has, therefore, selected the monarchial
system of Govermment as the initial constitutional move =
on attaining independence. The future may justify altera- | -
tiong, when and where the circumstances warrant.

i

| Covernment's wvroposals are based on the principle
‘of retaining those institutions which have served us well

and redesigning those which have not. They also take into
account| those changes necessary to give full soverelgnty.
Thus, we propose that there should be no fundamental change

in the legislature, the Judiciary and the financial system.
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Some areas of executive nuthority have been redesigned, and
provisions are made to protect; the rights of the Public

Service in the context of indwependence.

The document bef ore you, Honourable Members
of this Senate, reflects Covermment's overriding commlitment
to the principles of social justice, human rights and the
preservation of fundamental frecdoms. it reflects our
Faith in & democratic soclety in which the Goverrment is
freely elected onn the basis of universal adult sufferage.
T+ peinforces our view that pecpls and instltutions remain
free only when freedom is founded upon respect for moral and
gpiritual values and upon the rule of law., It fulfills our
commitment to the preservation of the ht of the individual
to the ownership of private pronexrt iire President and
Honourable Members, 1t is = © of +the new and
progriessive Belizean rovolruiion To ledd Relize to a safe and
secure independence with all sur Serrisory intact. The
presentation of Goverw

b e
= 1

J

w4 %a prewosal for 2 Constitution for
independence is ancther stapd in our fulfilliment of that
commitment.

Aent, I now move the Motion -

NOTING the Government White Paper
on ‘the Proposcd Terms of 2 Constitution for the
Independent Belize laid on the Table of this
Honourable Senfate today:

RECOGNIZING the importance of so
E bagic and fundamental a document to the lives
i of all Belizeans and the society in which they
E shall live:

INTENDING that the National Assembly
shall offer full opportunity for all Belizeans
a freely to express their wishes upon the Constitu-
tional proposalsg of the Governments

DECIARES that the White Paper
on the Proposed Terms of a Constitution for
the Independent Pelize-shall be referred to a
Joint Select Committee comprising six members
of the House of Representatives and three members
; of the Senaite to be appointed in accordance with
Standing Orders by the Honourable Speaker and the
Honourable President, respectively, for its
congideration, examination and repordt;

AND DIRECTS the Joint Select
| Committee to convass the opinions of the

| BeliZean people before presenting its final
’ report to the Mational Assembly.”

| SENATOR M., ESOUIVEL: Mr. President, just a few
comments on the Motion.
|

Tn introducing the Mntion the Honourable Minister
pointed out that if this Proyosed Constitution 1s to work,
it should have as wide acceptance of ‘tae Belizean people
ag ig possible. I should, therefore, assume that the
Honourable Minister and the Govermment would also accepd
that [1f independence is to work, it should have as wide as

] 8/posaible & SUDHOLter i insonne
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i possible a support of the RPell .Z=8n ncople, and it secoms to me

3 inconsistent, therefore, that the Government is now aaylng

3 i+ would like to convass the ¢ »pinion of all the people of

} this country to hear their vi:c ws on an Independence Constitution,
when it is unwilling to canvae i3 the opinion of the people and

to hear their views on indeper idence at this time.

Iet it not be misuné lerstood, Mr. President, that the
Opposition_is opposed to indey jendence. He have made it very E
clear in all our Manlfegtoa, 218 well as in our public statements |
that the Opposition is committ ted to the principle of independence |
for Belize. It is a perfectly s natural and desirable thing for
any peoples however, at the ¢3amc time the Opposition is
committed to the welfare and :security of the people, and
it ig for that reason that we have our reservations. That T
would have thought that the Gioverrment would have felt that if
it is stepping into the dark, which going into independence
always is, and there is nothling wrong with that, we always
have to face new situations 211d oxnloro unknown areas: but
it is one thing to step in th«2 dark in full confidence that
what one sees in the day shou.ld be what is there at night and ;
another thing to have a nelghidour threatening to dig a pit in ' i
front of your front door and for you to fall to do something '
about that before stepping out into the d#“h, I believe is
1rresponslblen And if one is to takc one's family along then
surely one's family should bo s.1llowed o axpress their views
on that matter. So, it seems o me that this deelsion has .
been basically 2 a Cabinet's dc :ciglon with the support of the .

ruling party, and it is claimed that because of the results
of the last General Elections, +the peovle no longer are to be ;
allowed to express thelr views on the matter. }

i

t
[

T do not think thxt is falr, Mr. President, I think
the pe@ple are beingz asked not simply to #o into independence,

but to|lay their security on the line, o sccurity threatened .
by a very unreasonable, intransigent, militaristic Government {
on- the ! other side of the border. And there 1s nothing wrong !
in asklng a nation's peonle to Iiv their security on the line, i
but when we do so, we should have their consent, Mr. President. i

Thank you very much. i)

1 SENATOR G. RAMOS: Mr. Pregident, I rise to support .
the Motlon presented by the Honnurable Minister responsible
for Government Business in the Senate. ,

: i The Motion before the Senate, Mr. President, which
‘clearly directs the Joint Selnct Committee of the National
Assembly to canvass the opininns of the Belizean people,
demonstrates in my mind the importance Government attaches
to thelfundamontal human rights of the Belizean SOClOtJ. It
is my hope, Mr., President, that this Honourable Senate is in
“unison|and also recognizesg the importance of such a constitutional |
- measure. !
| I wish to commend, Mr. President, the Honourable ;
Minister resmonsible for Government Business for presenting |
ital and historical lMotion to the Honourable Senate.

Thank you.

SENATOR H., TFWIS: Mr. President, I rise to support
the Motion on the Provosed Terms of o Conmtztution for the 1
IndepeQdent Belize.

;
i
§
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Mr. President, on the night of the 2nd of February
. of this year, 2 representative gathering of members of the
4 People's United Party, Toledo Sauth Division, agsembled at

| the office of the Senator who gave his explanation and approval
| to the attaimment of independence for Balize. It is the view
of that assembled body of forty nersons that independence will
create a better way of life for all Nelizeans, regardless of
race, creed or colour.

Mr. President, personally and on my owh account,
the Covermment of the People's United Party and the Party
jtgelf, as a distinet entity, has been fighting and clamouring
for the independence of Belize becausec it believes, as
canvassed through peoples opinions, that independence will
bring a better way of 1life for all of ug Belizeans., It is my
understanding that the Joint Select Committee is going to
canvage the opinions of the Belizean people to express thelr
views ag to what type of Constitution they prefer.

] ' I will not belabour any point expressed by our friend
from the other side, the Senator, but the very fact that the
Joint Select Committee, to my underztanding, will be travelling
throughout the country to gfet the peoples opinions, ig a clear
indication that the penple are not going to be left in the dark.

‘Mr. President, I am confident that since the last
fifteen years or so that we have attained self-government, the
Government of Belize has acquired a certain amount of expertise
which makes it possible for us to &9 into independence with very
little difficulties, as I sec it. And I, therefore, wish to

gupport the Motion before us.

| SENATOR A. FULILER: Mr. Tresident, Honourable Senators,
T certainly rise to support our Tender for Goverrnment Business
on this Mntion. As I see it, all provisions have been made
for all Belizeans to be given an opportunity to come back
with some feedback or sone commenta. As my colleague said
earlier, there is enough expertisc built up over the years
in our Covermment to take forward whatcver the final
recommendations on the terms and conditions for the Constitution
of the Independent Belize. And 1 have faith, along with my
other colleagues, that this will be a good thing for Belize
and all Belizeans. And T rise, whole-heartedly, to support
the Motion.

| SENATCR C.L.B. ROCGERS ( Minister of Home Affairs )i
Tndeed, Mr. President, Members of the Senate, we are seceking
the widest possible acceptance of our proposed constitution
and of our independence. We are secking the widest possible
acceptance. But, Mr. President, we would be naive 1f we

believe that it would be so wide that it would include everyone.
-, i

' . If we studied history, we see that in all casges of
decolonizing and proceeding o independence it has never been
a total or unanimous decision to proceed to independence.

We take a2 good example of the Amerilcans proceeding to
independence in the American Revolution where they had to
fight, and even though they had to fight, they didn't have

211 on their side: in fact, there are some historians who
said there was & minority and they would have hung Washington
and those who signed the Declaration of Independence. S0, We
have, if we .look at history, we can sce that not 211, we can't
get unanimity, but we do get those who frecdom beats in their
bremst, those who see the danger of Aelaying. This is a world,
today Mr . Preaident, that there arce only two processes of

=
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decolonization cither you become nn indepsndent entity or you
get swallowed in some kind of fedorntion or incorporated by i
some more powerful neighbour. mhe country of Guyana had the
same problem; and, in fact, T might say, has this same
problem. They had to procecd ©o independence in spite of

s territorial dispute with 2 far lorger neighbour. In fact,
one of the reasons why Guyana sunports the independence of
Belize and for its territ-orial integrity, is because it
believes that Belize, if 1t surrenders one niece of land H
would have set the nrecedence; =2nd many other countries.

We hear of the dispute with Peru and Bguador: we hear of the ;
ceasefire by the oreanization of American States. But countries b
have to become independent, particularly in our case, in order

to gave itself: in order that i+t becomes 2n independent being,

a reality, set up its embassiss, in order to look out for itself;
because there is no sort of patrimony; you can't get this

thing zoing on; and we sec what is happening if the United
Kingdom dismantle;  some »eople think they will stay forever;
they won't. The quicker you get your own independence, make

your own arrangements tho morc securc you orcs the more secure
you are. So that independence in our casec is part of our
security, Independence in our case, 1is making firm and effective ;
that Belize is a reality, an independent country, with its ' &
own flag. Its diplomats must usc thair braing to guarantee the !
security of Belize. The longer wo remain a Colony, the greater
the hopes of those who covet our lond; they have a chance of
recovering it, the longer it rem2ins a part of a tapritory of

another country, 2 Metropoliten Country: and they can take i
their c¢ase and say, "our disnuto ig with the English and we 4!
want our land before Bellze gots its independence.” 5

| There are Belizeans - and I don't believe that they !
are traitorous, I don't believe that. I believe that they
are genuinely misguided from four; that they really think
leave it to Guatemala to aiwve up its own claim and then we
will be secured. Guatemalsn, kowing that She hag the power
then: |if I don't give un my claim, they will remain a

Colony| forever; it would never happen; we are giving

Guatemala the veto that 1t wants.

i Mr. President, I quoted in my speech too that we do
have répresentative parliamentary democracy in this country.
The Representatives speak for those they represent. That is
the Parliamentary System. The Parli-mentary System after an
election you speak for those you represent. It's not a
system§like the Swiss with the Cantong #@ind you go for
referendum, as they call it, to every question; the Representa-
tive of the people speak.

i

| And there is in our history too - you study history,
you learn a lot of things - where thc Baymen of Belize had
to take a decision whether they would stand or fight on that fi
‘historic day that we always celebrate, September 10; not all il
“of them wanted %o stay, Mr. Presic £. Arain, you ncever get
unanimity; but a majority smid we will ey and that's why
we have a Belize today, becausc & few brave ones decided that
they would stay. I think that the reason why we will have
an independent Belize is also because in this case, thank

God, its a majority decided that thoy want to be independent.

MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senators, the Motion
before us is -

THE SENATE -
NOTING the Government “White Paner on the

Proposed Terms nf a Congtitution for the Independent
Belize 121id on the Tabls of this Honourable Senate

Today:
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RECOGNIZING the importance of so basic

and fundamental a document to the lives of all .
Belizeans and the soclety sy which they shall .lives bl
INTENRING that thoe National Assembly shall i
of fer full opportunity for all Belizeans freely to o
express thelr wishes upom the Congtitutionnl proposals £
of the Govermment; L
i

DRCIARES that the White Paper on the by

Proposed Terms »f 2 Constitution for the Tndependent
Belize shall be referrcd to & Jnint Select Committee
comprising six membors 5f the Housc of Representatives
and three members of the Senate +0o be appointed 1in
nceordance with Standina Orders by the Honourahe
Speaker and the Honourable President, respectively,
for its consideratlon, examination and report:

AND DIRECTS the Jolint Jslect Committee to ‘ W

canvass the opinions of tho Belizean penple before :
presenting 1ts £inal rennrt to the Nationnl Assembly. |

Honourable Senztors, with vour concurrence, of course,

T would like to proceed with the nomination of members of b
that Committee. I, therelnrc, appoint the Honourable ¢.L.B. Rogers,
Minigter of Home Affirs, the Hanourable G. Ramos and the b

Honourable M. Esquivel and dircct that the first meeting !
of the Committee commence at 11:30 this morning in the ' A
Committee Room. : 1

.~ SENATOR M. ®SQUIVEL: Mr. President, I should have
thought there would have heen a voto on the last Motions but
in addition to that, I would 1ike to decline your nomination.

MR. PRESIDENT: Well, the Honourable mgquivel has

|
declined.

A1l thaese in favour of the Motion, kindly say ayes e
then I guess there is none against. The Motion is carried. i

SENATOR C.T.B. ROGERS: MNr. President, perhaps we
ought to make it clear. You have named o Committee. The i
Committee is named. The Senator certainly can decline for R

_the records, but that is thc Committee. i
%

I BILLS FOR SECOND READING

1. Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) Bill, 1981

o SENATOR C.L.B. ROGWRS ( Minister of Home Affairs )¢
T rise to move the Second Reading of 2 Bill for an Ordinance
o amend the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, Chapter 85 of the Iaws

of Belize.

Mr. President, this Bill ia to meet what we

ng a growing need to incrensc the Denalty and to
L in our list of Dangerous Druzs SOmMe drugs that
were not included.

fhe world is proceeding in. 7004 and bad and we have
to provide to seizure of the vessels that nre found carrying
jangerous drugss and thi= Bill nrowvides for increased
ies and seizure of the aircrafts or whatever vessel
hey may be found in.

1?/-": mavae 't—h@--. oz 8 8 80
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T move the Second Reading.

MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senators, the Question
ig that a Bill for an Ordinance to 2mend the Dangerous Drugs
Ordirance, Chapter 85 of the ILaws of Bellze be read a Second
Time T

A1l those in favour, kindly say aye; those against,
kindly say no. I think the ayes have it.

' Bill read a Second Time and, pursuant to Standing
Order, committed to a Committec of the Whole Senate.

2., Iglesia Universal Cristisna (Belize) Bill, 1980

SENATOR C.L.B. ROCERS ( Hinister of Home Affairs ):
I move, Mr. President, the Second Reading of a Bill for an
Ordinance to provide for the incorporation of the Iglesia
Universal Cristiana.

MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senators, the Question is
that a Bill for an Ordinance to wrovide for the incorporation
of the Iglesia Universal Cristiana be read a Second Time.

A1l those in favour, kindly say aye; those against,
kindly say no. I think the ayes have it.

Bill read a2 Second Time and, pursuant to Standing
Orders, committed tn 2 Committee of the Whole Senate.

3. Belize Evangelical Mennonite Church Bill, 1980

SENATOR C.L.B. ROGERS ( Minister of Home Affairs ):
I move, Mr. President, ths Sccond Reading of 2 Bill for an
ordinance to provide for the incorporation of the Belize
Evangelical Mennonite Church.

MR, PRESINENT: Honourable Senators, the Question is
that a Bill for an Ordinance to provide for the incorporation
of the Belize Fvangelical Mennonite Church be read a Second
Time. '

All those in favour, kindly say aye; those against,
kindly say no. I think the ayes have it.

Bill read a Sacond Time and, pursuant to Standing
Order, committed to a Committee »f the Whole Senate.

L. ©New Apostolic Church (Relize) Bill, 1980

SENATOR C.L.B. ROGERS ( IMinister of Home Affairs ):
I move, Mr. President, the Second Reading of 2 Bill for
an Ordinance to provide for the incorporation nf the New
Apnstolic Church (Belize).

MR. PRESINENT: Honourable Ssnators, the Question
is that a Bill for an Orédinance to provide for the incorpora-
tion nf the New Apostolic Church (Relize) be read a Sececond
Time .

All thoge in favour, kindly say 2ye; those against,
kindly say nn. I think the ayes have it.

Bill read a Second Time and; pursuant to Standing
Order, committed to a Committee of the Whole Senate.
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/~  In the Committee 7 .
MR. PRESIDENT in the Chair. s

1. Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) Bill, 1981 i
Clauses 1 to 10 agrced to.

Bill to be renorted back tn the Senate without
amendment .

2. Iglesin Universal Crisgtiand (Belize) Bill, 1980
Clauses 1 to 8 agreed to.

Bill to be reported back To the Senate without
amendment .

3. Belize Evanzelical Mennonite Church Bill, X980

Clauses 1 to 8 agreed to.

Bill to be reported boack to the fenate without
amendmnent i

. WNew Apostolic Church (Belize) Bill, 19680

Clauses 1 tn 8 agrced to.

811l +0 be renorted back to the Scnate without
amendment. ;

MR. PRESIDENT resumed the Chair. i
SENATOR C.T.B. ROGRRS ( Minister of Home Affairs )i 1

Mr. President, I rise to report that the Bill entitled I
"Mangerous Drugs (Amendment) Bill, 1961" was considered by [
the Committee of the Whole Senate and passed without amendment. ?

\

T now move that the Bill be read 2 Third Time.

MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senators, the Juestion is
that a Bill for an Ordinance to amend the Dangerous Drugs
Ordinance, Chapter 85 of the Iaws of Bellize be read a Third *
Time. 1

All those in favour, kindly say aye; those against, 4
kindly say no. I think the ayes have it '

Bill read a Third Time.

SENATOR C.L.B. ROGHRS ( Minister of Home Affairs )t
Mr. President, I rise to report that the Bill entitled
"Iglesia Universal Cristiana (Belize) Bill, 1980" was
considered by the Committee of the vhole Senhate and passed

without amendment.
T now move the Third Readine of the Bill.
MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Scnators, the Question is

that a Bill for an Ordinance t»n provide for the incorporation
of the Iglesia Universal Cristiana e read a Third Time.

All +hose in favour, kindly s~y 2ayve; those against,'
kindly say no. I think the ayes nove it.

-~
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Bill read 2 Third Time.-

SENATOR C.L.B. ROCERS ( Miniazter of Home Affairs ):
Mr. President, I rise to report that 2 Bill entitled an
Ordinance to provide for the incornoration of the Belize
Evangelical Mennonite Church was considered by a Committee
of the Whole Senate and nassd without amendment.

T now move the Third Reading of the Bill.

MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senators, the Question is that
a Bill for an Ordinance to provids for the incorporation of the
Belize Tvangelical Memnonite Church be read a Third Time.

A1l those in favour, kindly say =2ve; those against,
kindly esay no. I think the ayes have it.

Bill read a Third Timec.

SENATOR C.L.B. ROGERS ( Minister of Home Affalrs )¢
Mr. President, I rise 1o report that a Bill for an Ordinance
to provide for the incorporation of the. New Apostolic Church
(Belize) has been considered by a Committec of the Whole
Sen2te and passed without amendment.

I now move the Third Reading of the Bill.

MR, PRESIDENT: Hanourable Senators, the Question is
that a Bill for an Ordinance tn provide for the incorporation
nf the New Apostolic Church (Belize) be read a Third Time.

All those in favour, kindly say aye; those against,
kindly say no. I think the ayes have it.

Bill read 2 Third Time.
ADJOURNMINT

MR. PRESIDENT: Honourable Senators, it has been brought
to my attention that the Matinn we juat dealt with recently in
relation to the White Paper, a Momber cannot relisve himself
from his nbligation as a Member %o »bey the commands of the
Senzte by declining to serve on n Committee.

Yés, Mr. Minister in relation to the Adjournment.

SENATOR C.L.B. ROGERS ( Minister of Home Affalrs )t
Mr. President, Honnurable Senators, I move that the Senate do
now adjourn to a date to be fixed by the Tresident.

MR, PRESIDENT: Honourabl
stands adjourned.

Sonators, the Senate now




