WHITE PAPER

Issued by the Government of Belize
: on the ' ;
Proposed Terms of ‘a Constitution for the INDEPENDENT RELIZE ;
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THE CONSTITUTION OF BELIZE chall commence with a

Ca)' affirm that the Nation of Belize shall be i
ounded upon pr1nc1ples which acknowledge the supremacy

~of God, faith in human rights and fundamental freedoms,
~the p081t10n of the family in a society of free men and

free institutions, the dignity of the human person and
the equal andulnallenable rights with which all members
of the human family are endowed by their Creator; Z

(b) " respect the principles of 8001al justice and
therefore believe that the operation of the economic
system must result in the material resources of the ;

. community belng 80 distributed as  to subserve the common . ' %
good that there should be adequate -means of livelihood
_for all, “that labour should not be exploited or forced
by economic necessity to oper&te in inhumane conditions
but that there should be opportunity for advancement on
" the basis of recognition -of merdit, ablllty and integrity;

(C)'-bélieve'that the will of the people shall form
the basis - of governmént in a democratic society in which
the government is freely elected by universal adult suffrage
and in whlch all persons may, to the extent of their capa01ty,
play some part 1n the 1nst1tut10ns of national 1ife and thus
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which prohibit the exp101tat10n of man by man or by the state;

develop and maintain due respect for lawfully constltuted
authority; '

(a) - -recognise -that men and institutions rvemain free
only when freedom 1s founded upon respect for moral and

splrltual values and upon the rule of law;

(e) - fégUIre pollCleS of state which protect and

safeguard the unlty, freedom, sovereignty and territorisl

1ntegr1ty of. Bellze, which eliminate economic and SOClal
pr1v11ege ‘and disparity ‘among the 01tlzens of Belize whether

by race, colour, creed or sex; whlch protect the rlghts of

the 1nd1v1dua1 to life, llberty and the pursuit of happlness,

which preserve the Dlght of the 1nd1v1dual to the ownershlp
of private pr0perty

and the right to operate private bu51nessesﬁ'

whlch ensure ‘a just system of social securlty and welfare; whlch?
promote.international peace,,
nations,

security and cooperatlon among
the establishment of a just and equltable 1nternat10nal
economlo and social order  in the world with respect for

1nternat10nal law and treaty obligations 'in the dealings among
natlons '

enjoy the above merntioned pr1n01p1es, beliefs and needs and

that their - Constltutlon should theréfore . .enshrine and make . £ln
prov1sxons for ensuring the achievement of the same in Bellze. -éa?
Fra
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THE "CONSTITUTION OF. BELIZE i

Introduction = - | NTFY I :

1. Belize'ehall be declared a sovereign democratic
state of Central Amerloa in the Caribbean Region. comprlslng
all the territory of Belize as it is now known and defined.




2. - The Constitution shall be declared the supreme

1aw of Belize. Any law inconsistent therewith shall be
declared void to the extent of the inconsistency.

'ﬁUMAN'RIGHTS AND“FUNDAMENTAL'FREEDOMS
: 7 3. There shall be a declaratlon of Human nghts

;and Fundamental Freedoms of the individual and provision
for the enforcement thereof, as follows:

Regardless of race, place of origin, political
opinions, colour, creed or sex every person in
Belize shall be entitled to’ the following human
rights and fundamental freedoms:

(a) 1ifey liberty, security of the person
and the protection of the law;

we

(b) freedom of conscience, of expression, of

assembly and of association:

(c) respect for his prlvate and family 1life,

protectlon for the privacy of his home

and recognition of his human dlgnlty, and

(d) the enjoyment of property

4. The human rights and fundamental freedoms of the

hts and freedoms by one individual does not prejudice the

ts and freedoms of another nor damage the publlc interest,
ollows: -

(a) " Protection of the right to 1life - Every human
being has the inherent right to life. Death in

‘execution of a lawful sentence of a court, in a

lawful act of war or in circumstances justified
""by ‘the Criminal Code shall not constltute a
-contraventlon of the rlght to life.

C.(bY Protectibn'df the right to persdnal liberty -
‘Everyone has the right to liberty and securlty of




immunity against expulsion from Belize.

(h) * Protection of freedom of conscience - Everyone
shgll have the right to freedom of thought,

conscience and religion. This includes freedom of

religion, the right to practice the same, to establish
places of worship and of religious education, as well

as the right to refuse religious education.

(i) Protection of freedom of ‘expression - Everyone
shall have the right to freedom of expression.

This includes the right to communicate ideas, freedom
of the press and mass medium,of communication exceﬁt
as -1s necessary for defence, public safety, ﬁublic
order, morality or health or for the protection of the
rights and freedoms of others and for ﬁreVenting

. disclosures made in confidence and for regulating
telephony, telegraphy, posts, wireless_broadCasts

or television.-

.(j) . Protection of frieedom of assembly and association -
‘The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognised and

%;everyone shall have the right to freedom.of association

13with‘othérs, including the right to form .and join
*ltrade unions for the ppotection of his interests. This
2 shall not invalidate a law reasonably required for
defence, ﬁublié safety, morality or health, or to
-ﬁrotect the freedom of others, to restrict members of
‘the Public Services, or to prohibit any association
1réstricting the admission of memberé,based on race

4% or colour.

unlawful attacks en his honour and reputation. This
includes respect for private and family -life, the

home and bersonal correspondence except in the interests




of ‘others. Public I
(1) Protection of freedom to pursue profession or
occupation - This includes a trade or business and
the right to work, but is subﬁect ti laWS'pre$qribing

E 6. -The
ﬁfbtedted by

but laws passec
‘qualifications and professional fees, or trade or

business license fees, and restrictions imposed upon °

non-nationals. pufpoée of deal

-(m) Protection from discrimination - All persons are . the period.

equal before the law and are entitled without any

discrimination to the equal protection.of the law.

This shall include a prohibition against laws el ?e]
discriminatory in themselves or in their effect, and (b) the
the treatment of persons by those executing a written Gox
law, or in the performance of a public duty. The of
advocacy of. national, racial or religious hatred (c) ‘the
which constitutes incitement to discrimination, ' ‘leg
hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law. Do
(n) @ Protection from deprivation of property - No sul
property or any interest therein shall be combulsorily §. PEGaE

 taken from any person except under a law which & if he is satisi
prescribes the principles and -the manner in which Lthat an emerger
compensation is to be determined, secures a ‘éafthduake, fix

claimant access to the court to establish his right or other calam;

or interest in the property, to determine the amount person of such

of compensation and to enforce his right thereto. endanger the ﬁl
%\substantial Dol
% to Iife. Such
%.not exceeding <
ﬁ‘byrthg{legisla1

5. For the removal of doubt, every-citizen shall have
access to and the Supreme Court of Judicature shall have
jurisdiction to hear and make such order as is apﬁroﬁriate to
grant redress where a person alleges that one of his Human
Rights or a Fundamental Freedom is violated or is about to be 8., The
violated. From the'Supreme'Court, a right of appeal shall
lie to the Court of A?peal and thence to the Privy Council.

declaration no-

and may extend
f;months.




Public Emergencies

5. -The Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

protected by the Constitution shall be espec1ally entrenched
but laws passed during a period of publlc emergency shall
have efféct notw;thstandlng a violation of the same .insofar
as the law is shown . to be reasonably justified for the

purpose of dealing with the situation that exists during
the perlod

7. A pe¥iod of public emergency shall exist when:

(a) Belize 1is engaged in any war;

(b) there is in force a Proclamation by the
Governor General declaring that a state

of PUbllC emergency exists;

(¢) there is in force a resolution of the

‘ legislature declaring that democratic
institutions in Belize are threatened by
subversion.

8. Proclamations by the Governor-General may be made
f he is satisfied (&) of the imminence of a state of war or

that an emergency exists as a result of a hurrlcane, flood,

earthquake, fire, outbreak of pestilence or 1nfect10us dlsease

riother calamity;

erson of such a nature or on so extensive a scale as to
ndanger the publlc safety or deprlves the community, or a
ubstant1a1 portlon thereof,

of supplies or services essential
o life.

'otuexceedlng ‘one month unless previously revoked or extended
Vthe leglslarure

9. The legislature may by resolution make a

déclaration not exceeding six months in the ‘first instance

may extend the same for succe351ve perlods of three

(b) that action or the threat of action by any

Such a proclamation shall remain in force for a period
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‘ 10. Prov151on must be made to Pprotect the 1aws

ex1st1ng and in force in Belize at the commencement of the
Constitution.

CITIZENSHIP
‘A, On the day of the independence of Belize, every

person born 1n Belize shall become a citizen of Belize. So

shall . every person born out31de Belize whose parent becomes

a citi:zzen on 1ndependence day or would have so
:death

‘become bu? for

On the day’ of the independence. of Belize, the -

persons follow1ng shall be entitled to be registered as a
citizen of Belize:

12

(a) the epouse'of a Belizéan citizen;

(b) any other person who has been res1dent
continuously in Bellze for a period of five
years 1mmed1ately prior to the day of

independence.

13. After the day of 1ndependence every person born
1n Belize shall become a Belizean citizen at the date of his
blrth save for persons with dlplomatlc immunity,
aliens during a period of hostile oocupatlon Moreover, a
Person born of a ecitizen of Belize shall become a Belizean
citizen on .the date of his birth. A person who marries a

Belizean citizen shall be entitled to Belizean cltlzenshlp by
registration.

or enemy

1%. Any person who is a Belizean citizen Oor becomes
entitled to Belizean Cltlzenshlp shall forfeit such

CltlZenShlp by any voluntary act (other than marriage) by
which he acqu1res a cltlzenshlp‘other than Belizean.

, 15 Any person who by birth or otherwise becomes a
Belizean citizen, shall have the status of a Commonwealth

citizen.
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THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

16. There shall be a Governor- General of Belize who

shall be a citizen of Belize appointed after consultatlon

with the Prime Minister by the Queen as her representative

in Belize .and who .shall hold office during the Queén's
pleasure. Whenever this office becomes vacant or the holder
is unable to perform his functlons due to absence or otherwise

the Queen may appoint some person to perform his functions.
& .
17. In the performance'of his functions the -

Governor-General shall act in accordance with the advice of
the Minister of Government responsible for the matter or

subject, unless he is specifically by law authorised to act
otherwise.

THE EXECUTIVE
Cabinet

18. The Cabinet shall be the pr1nc1pal instrument of
Apollcy with general direction and control of the Government

of Belize and shall be collectively responsible to the
National Assembly for all things done by or under the authority
of any Minister in the execution of his office. It shall

| consist of the Prime Minister and such number of Ministers as
may be aﬁpointéd by the‘GovernorfGeneral.

19. The Governor General shall app01nt as Prime Minister
the member of the House of- Representatlves who 1s the leader:
of the Party that commands the .support of the majority of the
members of that House, or the member who is most likely to
command the support of the majority of members of the House,

in the ‘event that no party has an undisputed majority.

20. The Governor General on the advice of the Prime -
Mlnlster shall app01nt Ministers responsible for any bus;ness
of Government including responsibility for any department of
goVernment from among members of the House of Representatives

or the Senate, except the persons holding thé offlce of Speaker

2 &x
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of the House of Representatives and the Pre81dent of the

Senate. A Minister may also be de51gnated Deputy Prlme,

Mlnlster to whom the functions of the Prime Mlnlster _may
be deputed from time to tlme by the Prime Minister. The

Minister of,Flnance shall be a member of the House of .
Representatives.
. 21. . The Attorney-General shall be the principal
legal adviser to the Government of‘BeIize‘and shall als& be
're5pon51ble for the administration of legal affairs in the
country. -

be taken, in the case of civil proceedlngs, in the name
gt the.AttorneyeGeneral_and,

Legal proceedlngs for or against the State shall

in :the ‘case of crlmlnal.'
proceedings, in the name of the Crown. - In the exercise of
his functions the Attorney-General shall not be subject to

the direction or control of any person or authority.

22.° Where a Minister has been charged with reeppn_

Asibility_forqdepaftmentS'or subjECtsqof'Government the Minister

Shall'eXePciSe'generalfdirection'and-contfol over the.
departments or institutions relating to the subjects in
his portfollo..

23., If  the ‘House oF Representatlves passes a motlon

declarlng that it has no confidence in the Prime Mlnlster,
the Prime Minister shall either resign or advise the
Goﬁernor—General to dissolve the National Assembly. The
Governor- Genefal shall then revoke'the'appointment of the
Prime Mlnlster or dissolve ‘the Natlonal Assembly as.the
situation warrants.

24 . The Pr1me Mlnlster shall also vacate his Offlce

if he is 1nformed by the Govepnor—seneral That herls_about
ta re;appoint'him as Pfiﬁe_Minister3qr.tb eppointianothef
person asrﬁrime Minister, or if for anj other reason the
Prime Minister ceases to be ' membér of the House of .
RepreSentafives.

s
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25. The office of every Minister shall’ become wvacant

‘upon the app01ntment or re- app01ntment of any person to the

office of Prime Minister; if his appointment is - revoked

by the Governor General on the advice of the Prime Mlnlster'

1f for any reason other than a dissolution of the Natlonal

was a member when he was app01nted Minister; or if for any

other reason he is requ1red to cease to exer01se any of his
'functlons as a member of elther House.

- 26. Whenever the Prime Mlnlster is unable to perform

is functions by reasén of 1llness or absence from Belize,
he Governor-General may authorize any other Mlnlster to

perform the functlons of the Prime Minister. This power

‘or absenoe, the Governor General shall act in his own discretion.
s T the case where a Minister, other than the
Prime Minister, is unable, by reason.of illness or absence

from Beldge, to perform his functions the Governor-~General

nmy app01nt a person who is a member of the National Assembly
to be a temporary Mlnlster.

28. On the advice of the Prime Mlnlster the

' i
overnor General may also app01nt Deputy Mlnlsters from among

Hmmbers of the :National Assembly to assist Ministers discharge
heir functions.

28: The Prime Minister shall attend and pre51de at

i Cablnet meetlngs,'and in his absence any other Minister

hat he app01nts shall preside.

30. There shall be a Leader of the Opposition who

all be appolnted by the Governor General.” He shall be the




'Coun011 which shall consist of a minimum of six members

12

of the Governor-General, is best able to command the support

of a majorlty of those members who do not support the

Government, or if there is no such person, the member who

commands the support of the largest single group of members
opposed to the Government.

31. The Leader of the Opposition shall vacate his
office aE for any reason, other than a dissolution of the
National Assembly, he ceases to be a member of the House of

Representatives or his appointment is revoked by the
Governor-General.

32. The office of Permanent Secretary shall be a
public office. He shall be‘reséonsible.for the supervision
of any debartment or ingtitution of Government assigned to him.;
Two or more government departments or institutions may be

placed under the supervision of one Permanent Secretary

33. There shall be in and for Belize a Belize Advisory

app01nted by the Governor-General on the advice of the
Prime Ministeér. FEach member shall be appointed for a period
not exceeding ten years. The Governor-General shall be the
chairman of ‘the Council and in his absence the most senior

member present'shall,preside. In the performarce of its

functions a quorum shall comprise any five members.

34. The Governor-General may, after consultation with
the Prime Mlnlster declare a member by reason of absence or
infirmity of body or mind unable to perform his functions as
a member of the Council. The Council's function is to advise
the Governor- General on the exercise of the Royal Prerogative

of Mercy and on appeals of matters.relating to the Public Servi

The Council's other funetions and duties shall be. those conferre

or 1mposspd upon it under this Constitution or any other law. .
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35. In the exercise of his functions, the Governor-

He shall act in his own deliberate judgement in
he app01ntments of Prime Mlnlster and Leader of the

Where it is required that the Governor- General

all act in accordance with or on the advice of any person

r authority, the questlon of whether he has in any case done
0’ shall not be enquired into by any court.

HE: LEGTISLATURE

39. The House of Representatlves shall con81st of

mbers elected in the manner prescrlbed by the Representatlon
£’ the People Ordinance.

If the person elected as Speaker is
ot a member of the House,

then by virtue of holdlng the office
Speaker, he shall be a memberp of the House.

40. The National Assembly of Belize constituted on the

ay. PPlOP to the day.of the independence of Belize shall
htlnue and remain the National Assembly for the remainder of
e-term of office for which it was elected .and shall enjoy

1 the powers and perform all the duties in this Constitution

anted and imposed upon the National Ass- ﬂbly of Belize as if
had been elected hereunder.
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and Boundaries Commission constltuted ‘under the Representation

Dissolu:
of the People Ordlnance; leldlng the country, from time +to y5 E
. Vi
time, 1nto constituencies in a manner which will ensure'that

vacate his sea-
each elected member shall represent a -

constituency .comprising - .
the expiration
no less than 2 »000 registered voters and no more than 3 ,000 :

£ Or appointment
until the number of elected members of the House of Representatlv' '

‘manner.
reaches twenty nine.

46. A1
vacate his seat

42, Upon The elected mcmbershlp of the House of

Representatlves reachlng twenty-nine members, the National

wtor Senate for :
Assembly shall by resolution determine the formula to be '

prescribed by
followed by the Elections ‘and Boundaries Commission thereafter

for determlnlng the number of elected members of the House of
Representatlves.

citizen of Bel:
not a member he
ment to the Naid
Quallflcatldns‘fOﬁ Membership of the National Assembly

b3,

" Presidir
A person shall be quallfled to be elected a member
of the House of Representatlves or “to be app01nted to the

Senate if he is-a Bellzean citizen,

L7. One

arter any gene:
elghteen years old or older g

and has lived in Belize for at least one year immediately
before the date of his nomlnatlon for election.

- Deputy Speaker.
£ vacant at any 1
Assembly, the I

L4.. A person shall be disqualified from,electlon as a person to fill

member of the House of Representatives or appo;ntment to the ~ 48 The

may be elected

Ministers or fi

Senate if he owes alleglance to a foreign power or state,
undischarged bankrupt,

sentence of. death,

is an
1s certified insane, is under a

or is serving a sentence of imprisonment
exceeding twelve months. He is also disqualified from

membershlp of the National Assembly if he is holding onr

House. The per
either House, ¢

person who woul
acting in a public office, has been convicted of any offence

as a member of
relating to electlons :

or belongs to any armed forces or DOllCe
fapee, op 1§: party to any contract with the Government of Bellze
and has not declared his interest publicly within one month
before the date of election in the case of the House of

L9, The
vacated, if the
of Belize, ceas
‘ a Minister, or.
Representatlves or within one month of his app01ntment in the e
persons who are
case of the Senate. :

meetsafter any
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Dissolutions

45. Every member of the National Assembly shall
acate his seat on the dissolution of the Leglslature after

46. A member of the National Assembly shall also

icate his seat if he is absent from the sittings,df”therHouse
senate for such periods and in such circumstances as may be
prescribed by the Standing Orders; if he. ceases to be a

tizen of Belize; or if any circumstances arise that were he

ta member he would be disqualified for electlon or app01nt—
ment to the National Assembly.

" Presiding Officers

are not members of either E
1se. "The person elected Speaker, if he is not a member of
ther House, ‘shall be a citizen of Belize and shall not be a

erson who would otherwise have been disqualified for election

‘a membepiof the House of Representatives. %

(8]

o 49. The office of Speaker and Deputy Speaker shall be

cated, if the holder of the office ceases to be a citizen |

elize, ceases to be a member of the House, is appointed %
ﬁister,ror, in the case of a Sﬁeaker elected from among i
rsons who are not members of the House, when the.Houée first
etsafter any dissolution of the’ National Assembly.
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The Senate
=== ofnale
50. There shall be ei

by the Sovernor-Genera].

is elected to be President
Senator,

If any person who is not a Senator
of the Senate, he shall become a

inister, tweo

If there is no o

pposition party represented in the
House of Representatives,

or if two op mare opposition parties
he two Senatops may be appointed by
¢ advice of a berson selected by him,
for the purpose of tendering such advice.

are equally Tepresented, t
the Governor-General on th
in his discretion,

53.. The GovernorfGeneral may also,
‘acting-in his_discretion,
vacant.

-on advice, or
declare the seat of a Senator

of illness,

his'funetion

sh.  If the President or Vice-Pre
is required io cease to func
shall be performed,
Vice-President,

sident of the Senate
tion as a Senatdr, these funetions
in the case of the President, by the

and in.the case of the Vice—President,

any
by the Senate for the purpose.

Senator electeq

55. If the President opr Vice-President resumes the
performance of his fune

tions as Senator,
President or Vice-Presi

he shall resume as
dent as the case may be.

The Cierk‘bf'thé'Na%ibnal Assembly
56.

There shall be a Clerk and Deputy Clerk to the
National Assembly who shall perform their functions at the
direction of ‘the presiding officers of the Assembly.

ght members of the Senate appointedg
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 Powers, Procedures and Privileges

57.  The National Assembly may make laws for the peace,
order and good government of Belize.

L 58. The powers of the National Assembly shall be
llmlted in respect of its ability to alter and amend this
Constitution as follows:

(a) No amendment shall be made to the Constitution
- except by a Bill approved by-a final vote in
- the House of Representatives of no less than

two-thirds of the'membership; and

(b) in regard to the provisions relating to Human

' Rights. and Fundamental Freedoms, the House of
ReoreSentatives and the Judiciary, no amendment
shall be made to the Congtitution unless
ninety days have elaosed befween_theroreSentation
of a Bill and its second reading’in the House
of Representatives and the Bill is approved in the
House of Representatives by a final vote of.no

less than three-quarters of the membershio.

59, The National Assembly may make Standing Orders to
uregulate its procedure, to pass bills and present then to the:
fGovernor General for assent.

_ 60. A Minister shall be permltted to address the'
‘House of whlch he i1s not a member, but shall net have a vote

.in:that House.

_ 6L. No civil or criminal proceedings may be
=1nst1tuted against any member of either House for words spoken
before, or written in a report to, the House of which he is a
membér or a committee thereof or a joint committee of both
Héhées, or for any matter brought by him in the form of a

setition, bill, resolution, motion or otherwise.

62. All questions proposed for decision in either House
shall be determlned by a majority of -the votes of the members

present and voting.
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63.

A Speaker elected from among members of the ?
House of Re

presentatives (or in the case of the Senate,
President) shall have an original vote,
vote.

the
but not a casting

A Sﬁeaker elected from outside the House of
Representatives (or in the case of the Senate, the President)
Shalllhave no vote. :

Introductioﬁ of Bills

64. A Bill, other than a money Bill, may be introduced .
in either House. A money bill shall not be'introduced in the = |
Senate. :

65. Except on the recommendation or with the consent ;

of the Cabinet signified by a Minister,

proceed with nor amend any Bill which

neither House shall

ﬁrovides for taxation,
imposing or altering any charge on ‘the : 7
or funds,

country’s revenués -
Or compound or remit any debt due to Belize.

66. . If a money Billrpassed-by ‘the House

and sent to the Senate is not passed by the Senate without
amendment within one month after it is sent to that House,
Bill shall be presented to the Governor-General for assent,
ﬁotwithstanding that the Senate has not consented.
shall endorse with his certificate every money
passed by the National Assembly.

the

The Speaker
Bill when it 1is

i

67. A Bill passed by the House of Representatives for

two successive sessions, and having been sent to the Senate

on two successive Occasions, shall,
second time by the Senate,
for assent,

to the Bill.

on its rejection the
be presented to the Governor-General &
notwithstanding that the Senate has not consented
Six months must ela?se between the time the Bill
s first passed by the House of Representatives in the first
session and the time it ig passed in the second session. E
68.
fof assent,

When a Bill is presented to the Governor—Geperal
he shall signify his assent or that he withholds
assent. A Bill shall not become law unless it has been duly

‘Passed and assented in accordance with the Constitution of
Belize.

of'Representativé

69. 1
held at such
‘as the Gover:
shall be g se
so that a ﬁe:
the Tast sit1
the first.si1

‘acting on the

prorogue or %

70. U
shall contint
sitting of bc
stand d15501v
‘Assembly may.
twelve months
Assembly shal

7. I
and the next
House of Reﬁr
of the Prpime
Assembly befo
ééneral, acti
the two House
National Asse
until the dat

2, &
three months «
the Governor-i
l A
Governor-Gene:

appoint.

73. D
National Asse;
elections, the




the flrst 51tt1ng in the next session. The Covernor- General,
.ilng on the advice of ‘the Prime Mlnlster may at any time
prorogue or dlssolve the National Assembly.

70. Unless sooner -dissolved, the National Assembly
shall continue for five years from the date of the first

itting of both Houses after any dissolution . and shall then
'and dlssolved If at any time Belize is at war, the Natlonal
ssembly may ‘extend the period of five years for not more ‘than
welve months at a time,. provided that the life of the National

71. If between the dissolution of the National Assembly
and the next ensuing general elections for members of the

“House of Representatlves, an- emergency arises that in the oplnlon
fpf the Prlme Mlnlster, it is necessary to convene the National
gAssembly before the general election can be held, the Governor—
'%General actlng on the advice of the Prime Minister, may summon
the two Houses of the precedlng National Assembly - and that
National Assembly shall be ‘deemed not to have been dissolved
until the d@te on which the next general election is held.

72. General elections 'shall be held at such time within

“Three months of every dissolution of the National Assembly as

‘the Governor—General, on the advice of the Prime Minister, shall

appoint. As soon as is practicable after general elections, the
Governor—@eneral shall proceed to the appointment of Senators.

73. Durlng the period between a dlssolutlon of the
"Natlonal Assembly and the first meeting thereof after general

elections, the Government of Belize shall continue to be
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administered by the Prime Minister and the other Ministers
and Depuiy Ministers of Government.

THE JUDICIARY

resident, wh
\ppeal as may

T 1 i
here ghall be a Supreme Court of Judicature for Ffice of Jud,

Belize ‘and a Court of Appeals The Supreme Court of

hére is a sul
Judicature shall have unlimited original jurisdiction to hear :

and detepmlne .any civil or criminal proceedings under any law.
75.

78. Tt
ecord and st
Judges of the

overnor-Gener

The judges of the Supreme'Court'pf Judicature shall

be the Chief Justice and such Puisne Judges as the National

‘Assembly may determine. The Chief Justice shall be app01nted

80.

by the Governor-General on the advice of the Prime Minister. e 20 A
No office of- Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature shall Office only fc
be abolished while there-is a substantlve holder of such office.

76

isbehaviour,
eferred by He

The Supreme Court of Judicature shall be a. superlor

court of record and shall have all the power's of .such a court,

including all the powers that are vested in the Supreme Court

nd Her Majest

of Judicature of Belize immediately before this Constitution

comes into effect. The Puisne Judges shall be appointed by the

Governor-General on the advice of the Judicial and Legal
Services Commission and with the concurrence of the Prime Minist
The Governor-General may also appoint temporary Puisne Judges
_ in the event that’ the office of a Puisne Judge 1is vacant or

and in any oth
any Puisne Judge is unable to perform his functions.

A Judge
of the Supreme Court of Judicature shall vacate his office on
reaching the age of 62 years,

unless otherwise authorised by
the Governor-General.

Or otherwise, ¢

77. A Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature may be

removed from office only for inability to perform his functiong
or for misbehaviocur

‘Majesty may gre
Court of Appeal
».and the question of his removal has been

referred by Her Majesty'the‘Queen to the Belize Advisory Council
and the Council has ‘advised Herp Majesty accordingly.

Director
) -83. The
for Belize whos
appointed by th
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. The Court of Appeal

78, The Judges of the Court of Appeal shall be the °
esident, who shall pPreside, and such number of Justices of .
peal as may be prescribed by the National Assembly. No

ice of Judge of the Court of Appeal shall be abolished while

e is a substantive holder of such office.

79. The Court of Apﬁeal shall be a superiow court of
ord - and shall have all the powers of such a court. A1l -
udges of the Court of Apﬁeal shall be'aﬁpointed by the -
ernor-General on the advice of the Prime Minister.

80. A Judge of the Court of Appeal may be removed  from
fice only for inability to perform his functions or for
sbehaviour, after the question of his removal has been

'Hér_MajeSty has been advised accordingly.

éppeaIS‘td'Her'ManSty'in'Cdundil

8l. An aﬁpeal from decisions of the Court of Appeal

o Her Majesty in Couneil shall lie ag of right in the case

f final decisions in any civil, eriminal op othef,broceédings
thch involve a questioﬁ,of interpretation of the‘Constitution;
and in ahy other cases ﬁreScribéd by law.

82. The Court of Aﬁpeal may. give leave for an appeal
to ‘Her Majesty in Council from decisions in any civil case

- which in the Court's oﬁinion has general or public imﬁoftance‘

or otherwise, or in any other cases prescribed by law. Her

Majesty may grant special leave to appeal from decisions of the

‘Court of Appeal in any civil, .criminal orp other matter.

Director of Publie Priosedutions

83. There shall be a Director. of Public Prosecutions

for Belize whose office shall be a public office. ' He shall be

-appointed by the Governor-General on the advice of the Prime
Minister. He shall have power to- institute, control, take over

21

ferred by Her Majesty the Queen to .the Beljize Advisory’ Council
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]
His functions f relating to
shall be exercised by him in person or through any person

and discontinue all eriminal prosecutions.

i~ Secretary in

acting under and in accordance with his general or special ¢ Belize Defen

instructions. : % Services Com
a . to the Milit

8. ex-officio a

to deal with

The Director of Public Prosecutions shall be
removed from office only for inability to perform his functions
or for misbehaviour by the Governor- General acting on the
advice of the Belize Advisory Council. Appoi:
88.
Public Sepvi

THE PUBLIC SERVICE

in the Servi
vest in. the ]

85, There shall be a Public Services Commission

comprislng a Chairman and twelve members, four of whom shall
be authorised to deal with matters relatlng to the Civil

Service, two authorised to deal w1th matters relatlng to the-
Judicial and Legal Services,

authority of

following: ¢

head of Depan
to a Departme

four authorised to deal with

matters relating to the Military Service and two authorised

to deal with matters in the Police Service. The Permanent

Secretary Establishment shall be the secretary to the Public
Services Commission.

Defence Force
Commissioner
accredited t¢

86. Except for ex-officio members, the Chairman - and
the members of the Public Services Commission shall be

appointed by the Governor-General on the advice of the Prime

from the oifs
acting on the

Minister. Before tendering his adv1ce the Prime Minister shall : Pensic
consult with the Leader of the Opp051t10n Members of the 90 .
Commission shall hold office for such period as their app01ntment e | ) )
Public Servic
designates and in no case for more than three years. Removal 4 5 ]
#..:2pply to pers
from office shall be made by the Governor-General only for '

inability to perform hlS functions or for misbehaviour after

the matter of removal has been referred to and recommended by

the Belize Advisory Council. Members of the National Assembly
shall not be eligible for membership of the Commission.

of Belize. . 1
in the Govern

advice of the
87. The Chief Justice shall be ex-officio a member of the

Public Serv1ces Commission authorised to deal with matters
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ating to the Judiecial and Legal Services. The Permanent

cretary in the Ministry of Defence and the Commandant

3

lize Defence Force, shall be ex-officio members of the Public

rvices Commission authorised to deal with matters relating

ithe Mllltary Service. The Commissioner of. Police shall be

officio a member of the Public Services Commission authorised
-deal with matters relating to the Police Seprvice.

Appointments

88. Power to’appoint persons to hold office in the
bllc Serv1ce5, to exercise disciplinary control over persons
‘the Services, and to remove such persons from office, shall

t in-the Public Services Commission. Excluded from the
thofity of the Public Services Commission shall be the offices
llowing: Secretary of the Cabinet, Permanent Secretary, the

ad of Departments of Government, the chief professional advisor
a Department of Government, the Commandant of the Belize
’fence Force, the Comm1531oner of Police, Ambassador, High
omm1551oner or other principal representatlves of Belize

ccredited to any international organlzatlon and any other office
esignated by the Commission.

88, The,app01ntment 570 discipline of, - and removal

om the offices listed above shall vest in the "Governor-General

cting on the advice of the Prime Minister.
Pensions

I : .
90. The'law relating to pensions for members of the
ublic Services and to teachers shall remain in force and

'ply to persons in the'Publie Services arnd in relation to those

ready enjoying a pension, shall remain unaltered. All ﬁensions_
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et eys- have bee

9l...: Appeals against any act of the Public Services. SEenetary €

Comm1551on or the Governor- General in relation to the
Public Services shall lie to the Bellze,Adv1sory Counczil.

"Minister re

essary to ca
-92. Cabinet shall prov1de for and determine all

matters relatlng to employment in the Public Services

1nclud1ng the formulation of schemes of recruitment,

cified perio

ister respon
determining a code of conduct, fixing salaries and privileges,
terms of employment, the principles to be followed in

making promotions and transfers, measures to ensure discipline

d to meet an

to govern dismissals and retirement, and to set out procedures certain oth

for the delegation of authorlty, and generally for the good
management and control of the Public Services. All such

R

Appeal, Puis:
mmission, mem
fthe Auditor

enue Fund..

decisions and directives 1ssued by Cabinet shall be lald on
the table of both. Houses of the National Assembly.

" FINANCE The Audi-

93.  All revenues or other moneys raised or received

by Belize (not being revenues or other moneys payable under any 3 :

2 y ] . . . ) dait and repor
law into some other public fund established for a specific . ; o
i . mp ¥ ] _ | all officers
purpose) shall be paid into and form one Consolidated Revenue 1 A
Fund. No moneys shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund except to meet expenditure charged upon the Fund
by the Constltutlon or by an act of the National Assembly, or

where the issue of those moneys has been authorised by an
appropriate law.

nefai shall s
Vﬁonsiﬁle for
resentatives
‘lay any such
‘hin the ?re s
yieg of the r

94. The Minister responsible for Finance shall lay yresentatives

before the House of Representatives in each financial year

estimates of the revenues and expenditure of Belize for that
year. If in any financial year the -amount‘aﬁpro?rieted for
any purpose is insufficient, or a need arises for expenditure

for a purpose for which no amount of money was appropriated, or

-

his funection:

direction o



_ne,

2es

any
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moneys have been spent in excess of that appropriated, a
upplementary estlmate showing the sums required or spent
hall be laid before the House of Representatives.

95: The Natlonal Assembly may make prov151on to allow
hé Mlnlster respon31ble for Finance to authorise eXDendlture
ecessary to carry on the services of Government for a
ﬁecified period. The National Assembly may also provide for
he-establishment of a Contingencies Fund and authorise the
inister responsible for Finance to make advances from this

Tund to meet any urgent and unforseen need for exﬁenditure
or which no other provision exists.:

96. The salaries and allowances of the Governor-General
ind certain other officers, including the Chief Justice, Justices
f Appeal, Puisne Judges, members of the Public Services
,ommissidn,;members of the Elections and Boundaries Commission

nd the Auditor General, shall be a charge on the Consolidated
evenue Fund. '

97‘, ‘There shall be an Audltor General for Bellze, ‘whose
fflce shall be a publlc office. He shall be app01nted by the
Governor-Generdl on the advice of the Prime Minister. He shall
audit and report annually on - the ﬁublic accounts of Belize, and
of all officers, courts and authorities of Belize. The Auditor

Céﬁéral shall submit his reﬁorts annually to the.-Minister
responszble for Finance to be laid before the - House of
Representatives. If the Minister respon51b1e for Finance fails
to lay any such reports before the House of Representatlves
within the prescribed time, the Auditor General shall transmit
cobies of the reﬁorts to the Sbeakep of the House of
Representatives for presentation to the House. TIn the exercise
f his functions, ‘the Auditor General shall not be subject to

he direction or control of any other person or authority.
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98. The Auditor General shall be vemoved from office
only for inability to ?erform his functions or for misbehaviour'
by the Governor-General acting on the advice of the Belize
Advisory Council.

‘The Publie Debt

'99.  The public debt of Belize shall be a charge on the 1
Consolidated Revenue Fund.

CODE OF CONDUCT %
A E'

100. The Governor-General, members of the - National v
Assembly, the Bellze Advisory Council, the Public Serv1ces -;
Commission, public officers, officers of statutory corporatlons é
and government agencies and such other officers as the National 7?
Assembly may prescribe; have aidﬁty to conduct themselves in ;?
such a way as not: f
8] 8 plade thensuivis in positions in which they 'g

have or could have a conflict oi interest; §

4

4

“(b) to compromlse the fair exercise of their publlc
or off1c1al functions and dut1e53

(¢) to use their office for private'gain;

(d) to demean their office or position;

(e) to allow their integrity to be called into question; §
or

(f) to endanger or diminish respect for, or confidence

in, the integrity of the Government of Belize.

~0-0-0-0-0= &
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person. Except by due process of law or in cases
of public emergencies a person may not be deprived
of his personal liberty.

(c) Protection of the law - All persons are equal
before the law and are entitled without any

discrimination to the equal protection of the law.
Every person charged with a criminal offence shall
be deemed innocent, shall be afforded an early and
fai:mfridi_in public by an independent and
imﬁartial court observing the laws of natural
justice and the due prooéss of the laws of Belize,
and shall enjoy all rights of appeal.

(d) Protection from inhuman treatment - No person

shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman
and degrading_treatment or punishment. Slavery
and the slave trade in all fheir forms shall be
prohibited. '

(e) Protection from forced labour - No one shall be

required to perform forced or compulsory labour.
This shall not include labour prescribed by an
order or sentence of a ‘court nor labour required

of a person in lawful detention.

(£) ProteCtion'againsf‘arbitrary.éeafch'or'ent:y -

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or
detention. This does not include a law made in the
interest of defence, ?ublic safety, order, morality
or health; nor for the purposes of law enforcement;
nor for the evaluation of property taxes or rates;
nor by a public authority to carry out works for
the public good; nor for the purﬁoses of town or
country planning or the utilisation of mineral
resources.

include' freedom to move freely throughout Belize, to
live in any part of Belize, and to leave Belize; and




