
 

BELIZE 
 

 

No.33/1/14 

 

SENATE 
 

Tuesday, 26th March 2024 

 

9:00 A.M. 
 

---*--- 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 
1. Prayers. 

 

2. Oath of Allegiance of a new Senator. 

 

3. Announcement by the President. 

 

4. Bills brought from the House of Representatives. 

 

1. General Revenue Appropriation (2024/2025) Bill, 2024; 

 

2. Customs and Excise Duties (Amendment) Bill, 2024; 

 

3. Criminal Records (Rehabilitation of Offenders) Bill, 2024; 

 

4. Alternative Sentencing Bill, 2024; and 

 

5. Criminal Procedure (Plea Discussion and Plea Agreement) Bill, 2024. 

 

(Leader of Government Business) 

 

6. Papers. 

 

No. 79/1/14       - Draft Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for Fiscal Year 

2024/2025. 

 

No. 80/1/14       - Contract between Ministry of Finance, Economic 

Development and Investment and Overseas Engineering and 

Construction Co., Ltda, S.A. 

 

No. 81/1/14       - Electricity (Tariffs, Fees, and Charges) (Amendment) 

Byelaws, 2024. 

 

(Leader of Government Business) 

 

13. Motions relating to the Business or Sittings of the Senate. 
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14. Public Business. 

 

 

A. GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

 
 I MOTIONS (For Text of Motions see Notice   

       Paper attached) 

 

1. Official Charities Fund Motion, 2024. 

 

2. Resolution Authorising the Ratification of the Agreement under the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the 

Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of 

Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction Motion, 2024. 

 

(Leader of Government Business) 

 

 

II BILLS FOR SECOND READING 

 

 

III COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SENATE ON BILLS AND MOTIONS 

 

 

    IV BILLS FOR THIRD READING 

 

 

 
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BELIZE 

 

No.33/1/14 

 

SENATE 
 

Tuesday, 26th March 2024 

 

9:00 A.M. 

---*--- 

 
NOTICES OF QUESTIONS AND MOTIONS 

 

M O T I O N S 

 

 
1. Official Charities Fund Motion, 2024. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Honourable House approves the expenditure of 

$2,510,089 from the Official Charities Fund as detailed in Appendix A of the Draft 

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year ending 31st March 2025. 

 

2. Resolution Authorising the Ratification of the Agreement under the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and 

Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National 

Jurisdiction Motion, 2024. 

 

WHEREAS, the Government of Belize is a party to the Agreement under the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable 

Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction  adopted at the 

Fifth Session of the Intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding 

instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation 

and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction in 

New York on the 19th day of June, 2023; 

 

AND WHEREAS, the objective of this Agreement is to better implement the 

United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea, especially to protect and conserve the vast 

geographical areas beyond national jurisdiction, through better cooperation and 

coordination of various stakeholders; 

 

AND WHEREAS, the agreement emphasizes addressing biological diversity loss 

and degradation of ecosystems of the ocean, due to climate change impacts on marine 

ecosystems, such as warming and ocean deoxygenation, as well as ocean acidification, 

pollution, including plastic pollution, and unsustainable use; 

 

AND WHEREAS, the goal of the Treaty is to advance scientific research globally, 

ensure compatibility with existing roles and responsibilities of the various stakeholders, 

and address existing inequalities in sharing and accessing the benefits accrued from the 

organisms of Marine Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ) and the associated digital 

sequence information; 

 

AND WHEREAS, the Government of Belize is desirous of ratifying this 

Agreement pursuant to Article 66 of the said agreement; 

 

AND WHEREAS, section 61A(2)(a) of the Belize Constitution provides that the 

Senate has the power to authorise the ratification, including adhesion or accession, of any 

treaty by the Government of Belize; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable Senate, having 

examined the said agreement, authorises the Government of Belize to ratify the Agreement 

under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and 

Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, a 

copy of which is hereto annexed. 

 

(Leader of Government Business) 

 

 

***** 


